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WI-357 1936 and later 
Sharptown Firemen's Carnival Grounds 
Sharptown 
Private 

One of the principal yearly events in northern Wicomico County is the opening of the 

Sharptown Firemen's Carnival, which has operated in this river town since 1926. 

According to an article written in the Salisbury Times in 1958, 

Most Eastern Shore towns have had a carnival but Sharptown determined to 
have the best one. It was started in 1926, and grounds were purchased and 
permanent buildings erected in 1936 and onward. The fire company owns 
also all its own carnival equipment, such as rides and games. This elaborate 
set up soon became famous, and the Sharptown Carnival soon drew capacity 
crowds year in and year out. 

The carnival grounds mark the southern entrance into Sharptown. Standing at the front 

gate is a metal Ferris wheel. The complex of concrete block and frame buildings is 

dominated by a pair of distinctive octagonal pavilions. The east pavilion houses an 

antique carousel of carved wooden animals and painted panels. Rows of concrete block 

and frame concession stands are located on the north and south sides of these centrally 

sited structures. 
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1. Historic Period Theme(s): 

2. Geographic Orientation: 
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3. Chronological/Development Period(s): Modern Period 
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HISTORIC PROPERTIES 
State Historic Sites Inventory Form DOE _yes no 

1. Name (indicate preferred name) 

historic Sharptown Firemens~ Carnvial Grounds 

and/or common 

2. Location 

street & number Main Street (MD 348) and Joe Morgan Road 

city, town Sharptown 

state Maryland 

3. Classification 
Category 
_dlstrict­
_x_ building(s) 
~structure 
_site 

_object 

Ownership 
_public 
_x_ private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
_ being considered 
__K_not applicable 

_ vicinity of 

county 

Status 
__x_ occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_work in progress 
Accessible 
~ yes: restricted 
_yes: unrestricted 
_no 

congressional district 

Wicomico 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
_commercial 
_ educational 
~ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_military 

_ not for publication 

First 

_museum 
_park 
_ private residence 
_religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of~ owners) 

name Sharptown Fire Company 

street & number Main Street telephone no.: 

city, town Sharptown state and zip code Maryland 21861 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Wicomico County Clerk of Court liber 

street & number Wicomico County Courthouse folio 

city, town Salisbury state MD 21801 

&. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title 

date _federal _state _county _local 

~pository for survey records 

city, town state 



7. Description 

Condition 
_excellent 
_Xgood 
_fair 

Check one 
_ deteriorated _ unaltered 
_ ruins _x__ altered 
_unexposed 

Check one 
___1f_ original site 
_moved date of move 

Survey No. WI-3 5 7 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

The Sharptown Firemen'si-Camival Grounds are located on the east side of Main Street 
(MD 348) at the intersection of Joe Morgan Road at the south end of Sharptown, 
Wicomico County, Maryland. 

The carnival grounds are distinguished by two large octagonal pavilions erected 
during the mid to late 1930s. Centrally positioned in the complex, the east pavilion 
houses a carousel while the west pavilion is used for games. Flanking the two pavilions 
on the north and south sides are ranges of single story frame and concrete block 
concession stands. Located at the entrance to the complex is a small Ferris wheel. 

The two octagonal pavilions are supported on concrete block foundation and are 
sheathed with vertical board siding. On each face of the game pavilion a hinged door 
drops on bracket support to serve as a playing surface in front of wood benches that 
encircle the building. The octagonal shaped roof slopes upward toward an octagonal 
cupola also topped by an octagonal roof. There are louvered vents in each face of the 
octagonal cupola. The edges of the roof are finished with exposed rafter ends and open 
soffits. 

The east pavilion houses an early twentieth century carousel of carved wooden 
animals resting on a wooden platform. The center pivot and drive mechanisms are 
hidden by an painted scenic panels. The ceiling is open to the cupola with an exposed 
rafter system. 

On the north and south sides of the octagonal pavilions are orderly rows of single 
story frame and concrete block concession stands. Largely erected during the mid to late 
twentieth century, the concession stands are covered by low pitched gable roof sheathed 
with asphalt shingles. The roofs of the concessions stands have wide eaves that extend 
well beyond the frame or concrete walls. Hinged board doors or more recent metal 
tambour doors enclose the concession stands. 

Distinguishing the Main Street entrance is a metal Ferris wheel. 



8. Significance Survey No. WI-357 

Period 
_ prehistoric 
- - 1400-1499 

1500-1599 
_ 1600-1699 
_ 1700-1799 
_ 1800-1899 
---*- 1900-

Specific dates 

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
_ archeology-prehistoric _ community planning 
__ archeology-historic _ conservation 
_ agriculture _economics 
~ architecture _education 

_landscape architecture_ religion 
_law _science 
- literature _ sculpture 
- military _ social/ 

_art - engineering _ music humanitarian 
_commerce 
_ communications 

- exploration/settlement _ philosophy _ theater 
- industry _ politics/government _transportation 
_ invention ~other (specify) 

entertainment 
Builder/ Architect 

check: Applicable Criteria: A B xc D 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: A B c D E F G 

Level of Significance: national state x local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

One of the principal yearly events in northern Wicomico County is the opening of the 
Sharptown Firemen's Carnival, which has operated in this river town since 1926. 
According to an article written in the Salisbury Times in 1958, 

Most Eastern Shore towns have had a carnival but Sharptown determined to 
have the best one. It was started in 1926, and grounds were purchased and 
permanent buildings erected in 1936 and onward. The fire company owns 
also all its own carnival equipment, such as rides and games. This elaborate 
set up soon became famous, and the Sharptown Carnival soon drew capacity 
crowds year in and year out. 1 

The carnival grounds mark the southern entrance into Sharptown. Standing at the front 
gate is a metal Ferris wheel. The complex of concrete block and frame buildings is 
dominated by a pair of distinctive octagonal pavilions. The east pavilion houses an 
antique carousel of carved wooden animals and painted panels. Rows of concrete block 
and frame concession stands are located on the north and south sides of these centrally 
sited structures. 

Due to the architectural and historic merit of this complex it deserves listing in 
Category A. 

1 The Salisbury Times, Evening Edition, June 14, 1958. 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. WI-357 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property ________ _ 

Quadrangle name ______ _ Quadrangle scale ______ _ 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 
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Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Paul B. Touart, Architectural Historian 

organization Private Consultant date 5/29/98 

street & number P. 0. Box 5 telephone 410-651-1094 

city or town Westover state Maryland 21871 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 
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