WI-429 1901-02
Charles R. Disharoon House

Salisbury

Private

The year following his election as the mayor of Salisbury, Charles Robbins Disharoon
purchased this corner lot bordering West Isabella and North Division streets and
proceeded through the construction of a finely detailed Queen Anne style residence.
This lot, across the street from the twenty-acre estate of Elihu E. and Nannie Jackson,
was a highly desired location in the “Newtown” neighborhood that quickly developed
after the 1886 fire. For decades after the fire, every year was punctuated with major
construction projects. In the 1880s, the Jacksons financed the construction of their
sprawling forty-room frame house they called “The Oaks,” and in 1897 Frederick A.
Grier, Sr. built his large Queen Anne dwelling on the northeast corner of the
intersection.

In the design and construction of his residence, Charles R. Disharoon favored
the prevailing taste for the time in the Queen Anne style, which had been popularized
in Salisbury more than a decade earlier by James Cannon. He financed the
construction of what is commonly known as the Gillis-Grier house on the corner of
North Division and East William streets. (See WI-13) Particularly characteristic of the
style are the asymmetrical elevations and variety of architectural forms juxtaposed with

one another. On the Disharoon house the northeast corner is dominated by a three-
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story conical roofed tower, not unlike the Frederick Grier house across the street.
Instead of containing the principal entrance like the Grier house, the main doorway is
located on the North Division Street facade under the Ionic columned wraparound
porch. Built over the course of seven to eight months, the house was ready for
occupancy in March 1902.

Charles Robbins Disharoon, born in 1858 in Worcester County, was a leading
lumber merchant, farmer, and politician. He entered the lumber business through his
association with E. S. Adkins & Co. and ultimately started his own manufacturing
plant, centering on wooden crates, fruit baskets, box shooks, and barrels. He also
owned extensive agricultural acreage where he specialized in the growth of apples and
peaches. He was also involved at high levels in banking and other commercial concerns
in the city. He was president of the Peoples National Bank, a director in the Citizens
Gas Company and the Salisbury Realty Company, and he held a director’s
position in the Wicomico Hotel Company and the Wicomico Building & Loan
Association. The corner house and lot remained in Disharoon family hands until the
late 1930s when it was sold to Watson D. and Robert W. Mitchell. Mitchell family

ownership of the Queen Anne house and lot was maintained until 1978.
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Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its
various elements as it exists today.

The Charles R. Disharoon house stands on the southwest corner of the intersection
of North Division and West Isabella streets in the center of the Newtown Historic
District in Salisbury, Wicomico County, Maryland. The two-and-a-half story
Queen Anne frame dwelling faces east and its address is 408 North Division Street.

Built in 1901-02, the two-and-a-half story frame dwelling follows an
asymmetrical plan with a partially excavated cellar. The exterior is sheathed with a
combination of aluminum siding and fishscale shingles. The main block is covered
by a pyramidal roof with various towers and gable roofed pavilions or wings
extending in all directions. The assortment of roofs are covered with slate.

The east (main) elevation is dominated by a circular, three-story corner
tower topped by a conical roof. An Ionic columned wraparound porch shelters the
first floor on the east and north sides. The tower is pierced by curved single-pane
sash windows. Principal entrance is gained through a centrally positioned six-
panel door that is framed by leaded glass sidelights and transom. There are half
columns to each side of the front door. A secondary entrance opens through the
three-sided bay window south of the main entrance. The entrance bay is enhanced
visually by a cross gable that projects forward of the porch. The gable end
pediment is finished with fishscale shingles. The second floor is defined by an
asymmetrical fenestration with a second floor porch flanked on the south side by a
three-sided bay window and to the north by a single-pane sash windows and the
corner tower. The second floor porch is incorporated under the large gable-front
roof that tops the two-story bay window. The porch is defined by a shingled knee
wall and short Tuscan columns that rise to a shingled entablature. A second floor
door is framed by sidelights and a three-light transom. The large window that
pierces the front of the adjacent bay has Gothic pointed panes in the upper sash.
The gable end pediment, pierced by paired diamond-pane windows, is sheathed
with fishscale shingles. The slope of the pyramidal roof between the gable-front
roof and tower is marked by an eyebrow window.

The north elevation is an asymmetrical facade with a semi-octagonal tower
anchoring the northeast corner. The tower is capped by a low pitched octagonal
roof. Centered on the roof is a large gable roofed dormer filled with a triple
window distinguished by diamond panes in the upper sashes. The gable-end
pediment, sheathed with fishscale shingles, is trimmed with a boxed cornice
embellished with a dentiled molding. Piercing the roof are several brick stove
chimneys topped by corbelled caps.

Extending to the south from the main block is a large two-story wing that
has a separate entrance defined by a single-bay Tuscan columned portico. The
south wall has an asymmetrical fenestration, and the gable end is sheathed with
fishscale shingles.

There is a single story hip roofed garage west of the main block.
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Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and

SUPPOTE. The year following his election as the mayor of Salisbury, Charles Robbins Disharoon
purchased this corner lot bordering West Isabella and North Division streets and
proceeded through the construction of a finely detailed Queen Anne style residence.
This lot, across the street from the twenty-acre estate of Elihu E. and Nannie Jackson,
was a highly desired location in the “Newtown” neighborhood that quickly developed
after the 1886 fire. For decades after the fire, every year was punctuated with major
construction projects. In the 1880s, the Jacksons financed the construction of their
sprawling forty-room frame house they called “The Oaks,” and in 1897 Frederick A.
Grier, Sr. built his large Queen Anne dwelling on the northeast corner of the principal
intersection.

In the design and construction of his residence, Charles R. Disharoon favored
the prevailing taste for the time in the Queen Anne style, which had been popularized
in Salisbury more than a decade earlier by James Cannon. Cannon financed the
construction of what is commonly known as the Gillis-Grier house on the corner of
North Division and East William streets. (See WI-13) Particularly characteristic of the
style are the asymmetrical elevations and the variety of architectural forms juxtaposed
with one another. On the Disharoon house the northeast corner is dominated by a
three-story conical roofed tower, not unlike the Frederick Grier house across the
street. Instead of containing the principal entrance like the Grier house, the main
doorway is located on the North Division Street facade under the Ionic columned
wraparound porch. Built over the course of seven to eight months, the house was
ready for occupancy in March 1902 *

Charles Robbins Disharoon, born in 1858 in Worcester County, was a leading
lumber merchant, farmer, and politician. He entered the lumber business through and
association with E. S. Adkins & Co., and he uvltimately started his own manufacturing
plant, centering on wooden crates, fruit baskets, box shooks, and barrels. He also
owned extensive agricultural acreage where he specialized in the growth of apples and

! Salisbury Advertiser, March 22, 1902. “Mayor Charles R. Disharoon has moved into his
handsome new home, corner of Division and Isabella streets. This is a very attractive modern
residence and adds another residence to the many desirable homes in Salisbury.”
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8.1 SIGNIFICANCE

Charles R. Disharoon House, WI-429
408 North Division Street

Salisbury, Wicomico County, Maryland

peaches.” He was also involved at high levels in banking and other commercial
concerns in the city. He was president of the Peoples National Bank, a director in the
Citizens Gas Company and the Salisbury Realty Company, and he held a director’s
position in the Wicomico Hotel Company and the Wicomico Building & Loan
Association.> The corner property remained in Disharoon family hands until the late
1930s when it was sold to Watson D. and Robert W. Mitchell.* Mitchell family
ownership of the Queen Anne house and lot was maintained until 1978.°

? Tercentenary History of Maryland, Volume III, The S. J. Clarke Publishing Company,
Chicago-Baltimore, 1925, pp. 474-478.

3 Ibid. p. 477.
* Wicomico County Land Record, IDT 203/247, July 9, 1937.

* Wicomico County Land Record, 904/313, August 18, 1978.



WI-429
Charles R. Disharoon House
408 North Division Street

Salisbury, Wicomico County, Maryland

Chain of title

Map 107, Parcel 941

904/313

8/18/1978

AJS 875/344

4/1/1977

IDT 203/247

7/9/1937

JTT 29/407

7/27/1901

Kathryn E. Mitchell
to

Francis L. Wilmer

Kathryn E. Mitchell, Personal Representative of the Estate
of Robert W. Mitchell

to

Kathryn E. Mitchell

Levin C. Bailey, Trustee
to

Watson D. Mitchell

Robert W. Mitcheli-tenants in common

Whereas by a Decree of Circuit Court, 11/19/1935, Donald
A. Hannaman, plaintiff and Walter R. Disharoon, et al.
were defendants, Being No. 4746 in Chancery

Elihu E. Jackson
Nannie R. Jackson

to

Charles R. Disharoon

$1650.00 all that certain lot or parcel of land in the City
of Salisbury.. situate at the intersection of
Division and Isabella streets
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Charles R. Disharoon House

408 North Division Street

Salisbury, Wicomico County, Maryland

Chain of title continued

FMS 4/71 Eugene W. Humpbhreys, trustee
to
10/29/1888 Elihu E. Jackson

Number 655, Chancery Docket

TF, Jr. 1/50 James M. Shockley
Eleanor M. Shockley
to
1/4/1868 Humphrey Humphreys

$1500 being the same property which the said James M.
Shockley obtained by deed of a majority of the
commissioners appointed by the Circuit Court for
Worcester County to value and divide the real
estate of Major Phillips late of Worcester County
LW 7/590-597
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occurred on October 3, 1916. He was one of the foremost dry goods merchants of
Baltimore and stood high in the esteem of his fellowmen. He was the father of
five children: Everard L., now a resident of Chicago; William M., deceased; Mary
S., the wife of Thomas B. Gay of Richmond, Virginia; Marguerite, who married
Ridgely Gaither; and Cornelia Lee. Ur. and Mrs. Larned have two sons, Charles
Willis, Jr., and Everard Pattison.

The Doctor enjoys outdoor life, hunting being his favorite sport. He is affiliated
with the Protestant Episcopal church and his poitical support is given to the demo-
cratic party. His professional connections are with the Baltimore City Medical
Society, the Medical & Chirurgical Faculty of Maryland, the American Medical
Association and the American Association for the Advancement of Science. He also
belongs to the Johns Hopkins Club and the Baltimore Club, the Bachelors Cotillon,
and the Society of the Colonial Wars. '

ERNEST JOSEPH NEWCOMER.

Ernest Jagseph Newcomer, district manager of Western Maryland for the R. L.
Dollings Company of Philadelphia, is a young man who knows the value of a con-
sistent, painstaking effort, and accuracy in matters of detail. The steady progress
that has characterized his career in the business world is largely the result of
his possession of these qualities. He was born in Sleepy Creek, Morgan county,
West Virginia, on the 28th of August, 1892. His parents were natives of Mary-
land. The father, William Martin Newcomer, died in 1921, The mother, formerly
Miss Emma Katherine Funk, survives him.

Ernest Joseph Newcomer came to Hagerstown with his parents when he was
but eight years old, and in this city completed his public school education, gradu-
ating from the high school. He attended the Columbia Business College of Hagers-
town for three years, then accepted a position on the clerical force of the First
National Bank. During the eight years he spent in this institution Mr. Newcomer
thoroughly acquainted himself with all the details of the business, devoting es-
pecial study to the departments that had to do with securities and investments.
In 1923 he became district manager of the Baltimore office of Henry L. Doherty &
Company, bankers. Henry L. Doherty & Company, with headquarters at No. 60
Wall street, New York, are large public utilities operators. Since Mr. Newcomer
assumed charge of the Baltimore office for Henry L. Doherty & Company the busi-
ness of that office has enjoyed a rapid yet substantial growth. Since all such
financial firms depend upon the confidence of the public for their stability, the
rapid growth of this business is a convincing evidence of Mr. Newcomer’s high
standards of business ethics and personal integrity, as well as of his ability as an
organizer.

On August 15, 1916, Mr. Newcomer was united in marriage to Miss Mary Stouf-
fer, daughter of Frederick J. and Daisy (Bragunier) Stouffer, who were born in
Hagerstown and have always made their home here. Mr. Newcomer is a republican,
but he claims the right to maintain an independent course in politics, holding men
and measures above loyalty to party. He is a member of the Christian church and
fraternally belongs to the Benevolent Protective Order of Elks. His interest in
civic affairs and the commercial development of the community is sufficiently at-
tested by his membership in the Hagerstown Couniry and Kiwanis Clubs and of
the Hagerstown Chamber of Commerce. With so promising a record to his credit
Mr. Newcomer is rightly considered one of the future financial leaders of Hagers-
town,

HON. CHARLES R. DISHAROON.

Charles R. Disharoon, leading lumber manufacturer, orchardist, and a demo-
crat prominent in political and civic circles of Salisbury, Wicomico county, was
born in Worcester county, Maryland, January 21, 1858, the son of William Thomas
and Hettie Ann (Bailey) Disharoon. The father, who was born in 1826 and
died in 1896, was a farmer until he retired from active life and was a consistent
member of the Methodist Protestant church. Mr. Disharoon’s paternal grand-
parents were Levin and Bettie (Davis) Disharoon, while his mother’s father, L. Q.
Balley, was a large landowner and prominent farmer of Worcester county. The
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Disharogns are of French descent, the name being a corruption of the original De-
Sharon.

Charles R. Disharoon obtained his early education in the public schools of his
native county and attended the Snow Hill high school from which he graduated
in 1880, after having taught school himself from 1876 to 1878. After he left high

R

s school he had his first experience in the commercial world as a clerk in a store at
- New Hope, Maryland. 1ln 1887 he engaged in the mercantile business on his own
account at Powellville, which he continued for seven years, until he moved to Salis-

e

bury in 1894 and formed a connection with E. S. Adkins & Company, where he
learned every phase of the lumber manufacturing industry. Mr. Disharoon estab-
lished his own company, the C. R. Disharoon Company, manufacturers of wooden
packages, in 1907, and has since directed its very profitable business. The output of
the company, lumber, box shooks, crates, veneer packages and various kinds of
fruit and vegetable baskets and crates, finds a ready sale close at hand in the great
fruit and vegetable raising region of the Mid-Atlantic seaboard. Associated with
Mr. Disharoon in the management of the manufacturing plants is his son, Walter R.
Disharoon, who shares the work of personally supervising the work of the factory,
for the firm believes that it is only by such close oversight of the work that a high
standard of product is maintained. Ninety per cent of the lumber and logs used in
its plant is cut from the stump and from this beginning down to the finished box or
crate the best of materials and workmanship are employed to ensure the high
quality of article that the company has always been able to guarantee. Mr. Disharoon
kas not confined himself to the lumber business exclusively, but has turned to other
financial and commercial enterprises in Salisbury for an outlet for his capital and
enterprise. He is president of the Peoples National Bank, a director in the Citizens
Gas Company and the Salisbury Realty Company, and holds a similar post in the

_Wicomico Hotel Company, and the Wicomico Building & Loan Association.
e For many years Mr. Disharoon has been high in the councils of the democratic
party in his county and has gained a considerable reputation throughout the state

: , because of his legislative activities. During the administration of Governor Har-
ST rington he was colonel on the gubernatorial staff. His first elective office was that
of city councilman for Salisbury from 1898 to 1902, following which he served as
mayor for four years. In 1906, 1912 and 1916 he was returned to the house of
delegates in the state legislature and in 1920 was sent to Annapolis as senator from
his county, which office he is now holding (1923). No better evidence of Mr.
Disharoon’s qualifications for positions of trust and great responsibility could be
brought forward than the fact that he has for twenty-five years been repeatedly
chosen by his fellow-citizens to represent them in governmental bodies and be their
chief executive in local affairs. While he has been frankly allied with the demo-
cratic party because he sincerely believed its principles if properly applied to our
government would bring the greatest good to the greatest numbers, Mr. Disharoon
has never sacrificed the public good to party expediency and has always stood, in
season and out of season, for clean politics, constructive measures and helpful
service.

Mr. Disharoon is a Presbyterian and an elder in the church at Salisbury. He
belongs to the local Rotary Club and fraternally is allied with the Masonic Lodge,
Independent Order of Odd Fellows, Knights of Pythias, Improved Order of Red
Men and the Elks. He is the owner of one of the largest orchards in the great fruit
growing region of the Eastern Shore, the c¢hief features of which are fourteen
thousand apple trees and two thousgnd peach trees. The orchard, which is located
? about three and a half miles fro Salisbury is Mr. Disharoon’s chief hobby and

: one of which he can be rightly proud.

On the 5th of March, 1884, Mr. Disharoon was united in marriage to Miss
Cornelia Burbage, daughter of Samson and Margaret Burbage of Powellville. Mrs.
Disharoon died April 21, 1919, at the age of fifty-eight. Mr. and Mrs. Disharoon
had become the parents of three children: Chester C., born in 1884, who died in
infancy; Ora Bell, born in 1886, who was married to Donald A. Hannaman in April,
1919, and died in December, 1921, leaving an infant daughter, Cornelia; and Walter
Robbins, born in 1888, Mr. Disharocon was married on June 3, 1922, to Miss Mary
B. Donaghay.

Walter Robbins Disharoon, the youngest child of Charles R. Disharoon, was
born in Powellville, on the 4th of October, 1888. After completing his high school
course he spent one year at Washington College, Chestertown, Maryland, following
which he took a commercial course at the Goldey Business College of Wilmington.
graduating in 1909. Returning to Salisbury, his boyhood home, Mr. Disharoon at
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once became associated with his father in the lumber business as vice president and
treasurer of the C. R. Disharoon Lumber Company. He has also interested himself
extensively in the fire insurance business as a member of the firm of Disharoon &
Hodgson, and is a director in the Arcade Theatre Company and Pine Bluff Sani-
tarium, also the Eastern Shore Can Company. Naturally Mr. Disharoon has inherited
democratic views in politics and a preference for the Presbyterian church, of which
he is a member. He belongs to the Salisbury Rotary Club and is a member of the
Benevolent Protective Order of Elks. For sport and outdoor recreation Mr. Disha-
roon turns to baseball and is an enthusiastic ‘“‘fan,” loyally supporting our national
game. Like his father he is interested personally in the great agricultural resources
of his county and the Eastern Shore, investing in fine farm land as he has the
opportunity to do so.

On March 4, 1916, Walter Robbins Disharoon was united in marriage to Miss
Lydia Agatha Johnson, the daughter of Alexander M. and Margaret £. Johnson.
Two children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Disharoon: A daughter, Margaret
Isabel, affectionately known as Peggy; and Charles Robbins (II), who bears the
name of his grandfather. '

< LESLIE NINIAN COBLENTZ.

Leslie Ninian Coblentz is one of the younger attorneys of Frederick. He was
born in Middletown, Frederick county, Maryland, on the 15th of September, 1895,
and is the son of Calvin R. and Lizzie L. (Brandenburg) Coblentz. He is a member
of one of the old and prominent families of the county which has been established
in Middletown Valley since Revolutionary days. His father, a retired farmer, was
born on the old Coblentz homestead in the Middletown district at the foot of the
Catoctin mountain on the 3d of March, 1863, a son of Philip and Mary Ann
(Kefauver) Coblentz, who were likewise natives of Frederick county, this state.
The birthplace of Calvin R. Coblentz is on the tract known as “Farmers Delight’’—
a tract of one hundred and forty-four acres of excellent agricultural land which
was the place of settlement of Herman Coblentz, the great-great-grandfather of Mr.
Coblentz of this review, who emigrated from Germany to the Unjted States in 1776.
The property is now in possession of a representative of the sixth generation of the
family in this country. Calvin R. Coblentz was reared on his father’s farm and in
his youthful days attended the schools of his native district. Like most of the
members of the family, he turned his attention to the tilling of the soil and for
thirty years devoted his time and energies to agricultural pursuits. His work was
ever characterized by the most practical and progressive methods, so that he won a
gratifying measure of success and. is now living retired at Middletown, enjoying in
well earned rest the fruits of his former toil. Farming, however, did not claim his
attention to the exclusion of other interests. Since 1907 he has been a director

of the Peoples Fire Insurance Company of Frederick county, which he aided in-

organizing in that year, and he is likewise a member of the board of directors of
the Valley Savings Bank of Middletown, Frederick county, serving on the executive
committee thereof at the present time.

On the 12th of December, 1889, Mr. Coblentz was united in marriage to Miss
Lizzie L. Brandenburg, daughter of Daniel and Lydia A. R. (Remsburg) Branden-
burg. Mr. and Mrs. Coblentz have three children: Millard Calvin, who now owns
and operates the original Coblentz farm; Leslie Ninian, of whom more extended
mention is made below; and John Vernon, who is associated with the Peoples Fire
Insurance Company of Maryland at Frederick. Politically Calvin R. Coblentz is an
active supporter and stanch adherent of the democratic party and was twice a
candidate for county commissioner of Frederick county but was not able to over-
come the large normal republican majority. He has also served as secretary of the
hoard of charity and has acted as school director and rcad supervisor of his district,
while for two terms he served as a member of the board of commissioners of the
town of Middletown. His religious faith is indicated by his membership in Christ
Reformed church of Middletown, in which he has frequently served in an official
capacity.

Leslie N. Coblentz received his early education in the public schools of Fred-
erick county and graduated from the high school at Middletown in 1913. Four
years later he was granted his Bachelor of Arts degree by Heidelberg University at
Tiffin, Ohio. In the fall of 1919, after his return to civilian life following a period
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