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One of the distinctive architectural elements in the west side neighborhood of 

Salisbury is the two-story rowhouse block that stands along Fitzwater Street at its 

intersection with Hill Street. Dated to 1911, the rowhouse block is a relatively 

rare type of residential dwelling for Wicomico County. Smaller rows of attached 

dwellings are located in Newtown, and there is a more elaborate brick row in the 

town of Delmar. (See WI-386, Mitchell German Brick Row) The stretcher bond 

brick facade of the Fitzwater Street rowhouse block is marked by series of 

segmental arched door and window openings, and the first floor was originally 

sheltered by a shed roof porch, part of which survives at the south end of the 

block. The top of the front wall is accented by a metal cornice. Each pair of 

rowhouse units s!iare half of a two-story service wings. 

The partnership of William C. Powell, John W. Windsor, and Glen Perdue 

was responsible for the construction of the Fitzwater rowhouse block. John W. 

Windsor and the date 1911 is inscribed in a marble datestone fixed above the door 

on the northeast comer unit, which has served as a commercial storefront. The 

construction of the rowhouse block was mentioned in an article that appeared in 

the Salisbury Advertiser on October 1, 1911 which stated that the area's plumbing 

and heating contractors were overwhelmed with work. The paper stated: 

Never before in the history of the plumbing and heating business in 
Salisbury have our contractors been so busy as now. Heating houses with 
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hot water and steam is steadily on the increase in Salisbury and all the 
leading contractors, including Lewis Morgan, L. W Gunby Company and 
R. McKenney Price have contracts which will keep them busy until well 
into the winter. 

Among many contractors listed for Lewis Morgan were "nine houses for Windsor, 

Powell, and Perdue in California." 
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Survey No. 
MARYLAND INVENTORY OF 

WI-451 

-\taryland Historical Trust HISTORIC PROPERTIES 
Magi No. 

State Historic Sites Inventory Form 

1. Name (indicate preferred name) 

historic Brick Row 

and/or common 

2. Location 

street & number 669-683 Fitzwater Street 

city, town Salisbury 

state Maryland 

3. Classification 
Category 
_district-
x..- building(s) 

_structure 
_site 
_object 

Ownership 
_public 
-X-private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
_ being considered 
___x_not applicable 

_ vicinity of 

county 

Status 
__x_ occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
____K_ yes: restricted 
_yes: unrestricted 
_no 

DOE _yes no 

congressional district 

Wicomico 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
_commercial 
_ educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_military 

_ not for publication 

First 

_museum 
_park 
--X- private residence 
_religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of ~ owners) 

name Terry R. Sell, B. A. Investments 

street & number P. 0. Box 2142 telephone no. : 

city, town Salisbury state and zip code Maryland 21801 

5. Location of Legal Description 
Map 106, P. 12S4 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Wicomico County Clerk of Court liber 1002 

street & number Wicomico County Courthouse folio 710 

city, town Salisbury state Md 21801 

6. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

date _federal _state _county _local 

depository tor survey records 

city, town state 



7. Description Survey No. WI-451 

Condition 
_excellent 
~good 
_fair 

Check one 
_deteriorated _ unaltered 
_ ruins ~ altered 
_unexposed 

Check one 
~ original site 
_moved date of move 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

The property known as "Brick Row" is located between 665 and 683 Fitzwater 
Street on the southwest intersection with Hill Street in the west side 
neighborhood of Salisbury, Wicomico County, Maryland. The two-story, nine
unit block faces southeast. 

Built in 1911, the two-story, nine-unit block is anchored at its north 
end by a two-story, part stucco, part brick comer storefront. The storefront 
block, which has a comer entrance, is marked by a marble datestone inscribed, 
"J. W. Windsor & Co., 1911.) The other eight units are two-story, two-bay 
rowhouses built of stretcher and common bond brick walls. Each pair of units 
shares part of a two-story service wing. The rowhouse block is covered by a 
shed roof 

The southeast (main) pressed brick facade is laid in stretcher bond and 
each door and window opening is spanned by double rowlock arches. The 
windows and doors along the Fitzwater Street facade have been replaced. 
Sheltering the first floor on a few units at the south end is a shed roofed porch 
supported by square posts. The portion on the wall formerly covered by the 
porch roof is laid in an inferior method to that of the rest of the wall surface. 
The top of the front wall is accented with a metal cornice. Interior brick stove 
chimney rise through the midst of the building. 

The back of the row house block is dominated by the two-story service 
wing which are shared between paired units. The walls are pierced by 
segmental arched window opening filled with replacement sash. Attached to 
the north side of each service wing is a shed roofed frame addition. 

The interiors of the rowhouse block were not seen. 



8. Significance Survey No. WI-451 

:riod 
_ prehistoric 
_1400-1499 
_ 1500-1599 
_1600-1699 
_ 1700-1799 
_1800-1899 
~1900-

Specific dates 

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
_ archeology-prehistoric _ community planning _ landscape architecture_ religion 
_ archeology-historic _ conservation _ law _ science 
_ agriculture _economics _ literature _ sculpture 
~ architecture _education _ military _ social/ 
_ art _ engineering _ music humanitarian 
_ commerce _exploration/settlement _ philosophy _theater 
_ communications _ industry _ politics/government _ transportation 

_ invention _ other (specify) 

1911 Builder/ Architect 

check: Applicable Criteria: 
and/or 

A _B x__C D 

Applicable Exception: A B C D E F G 

Level of Significance: _national _state x..._local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

One of the distinctive architectural elements in the west side neighborhood of 
Salisbury is the two-story rowhouse block that stands along Fitzwater Street at its 
intersection with Hill Street. Dated to 1911, the rowhouse block is a relatively 
rare type of residential dwelling for Wicomico County. Smaller rows of attached 
dwellings are located in Newtown, and there is a more elaborate brick row in the 
town of Delmar. (See WI-386, Mitchell German Brick Row) The stretcher bond 
brick facade of the Fitzwater Street rowhouse block is marked by series of 
segmental arched door and window openings, and the first floor was originally 
sheltered by a shed roof porch, part of which survives at the south end of the 
building. The top of the front wall is accented by a metal cornice. Each pair of 
rowhouse units share half of a two-story service wings. The 

The partnership of William C. Powell, John W. Windsor, and Glen Perdue 
was responsible for the construction of the Fitzwater rowhouse block. John W. 
Windsor and the date 1911 is inscribed in a marble datestone fixed above the door 
on the northeast corner unit, which has served as a commercial storefront. The 
construction of the rowhouse block was mentioned in an article that appeared in 
the Salisbury Advertiser on October 1, 1911 which stated that the area's plumbing 
and heating contractors were overwhelmed with work. The paper stated: 

Never before in the history of the plumbing and heating business in 
Salisbury have our contractors been so busy as now. Heating houses with 
hot water and steam is steadily on the increase in Salisbury and all the 
leading contractors, including Lewis Morgan, L. W. Gunby Company and 
R McKenney Price have contracts which will keep them busy until well 
into the winter. 

Among many contractors listed for Lewis Morgan were "nine houses for Windsor, 
Powell, and Perdue in California." 1 

1 Salisbury Advertiser, 1 October 1911. 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. WI-451 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property ________ _ 

Quadrangle name ______ _ Quadrangle scale ______ _ 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

Northing 
B w ~I ..L-.1 ....1....I --..r.........il I I I I 

Zone Easting Northing 
AL.i_J I I I I 

Zone Easting 
I I I I I 

c Li.J ._I .......__._...,._,_...i 
E Li.J ._I .......__. ___ _ 

GL._Ll -' ----
Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 
name/title Paul B. Touart, Architectural Historian 

organization Private Consultant date 6/29/99 

street & number P. 0. Box 5 telephone 
410-651-1094 

city or town Westover state 
Maryland 21871 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical t 
Shaw House 
21 State Cir 
Annapo · , Maryland 21401 
(30 269-2438 

MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 
DHCP/DHCD 

100 COMMUNITY PLACE 
CROWNSVILLE. MD 21032·2023 

514·7600 
PS-2746 



WI-451 
Brick Row 
665-683 Fitzwater Street 
Salisbury, Wicomico County, Maryiand 
Chain of title 

Map 106, Parcel 1284 
Terry R. Sell, T/A BA Investments 
P. 0. Box 2142 
Salisbury, Maryland 21801 

1002/710 

11116/1983 

AJS 956/16 

11/21/1980 

AJS 850/110 

lil6/1976 

JWTS 459/112 

8/1/1958 

Ronald L. Abbott, B. A Investments 

to 

Terry R. Seil 

Ronald L. Abbott 

to 

B. A. Investments 
Ite0.ns 6, 7, and 8 

Rosalind A Burbage (the said Lewis A Abbott 
subsequently departed this life-Rosalind M. Abbott 
married John H. Burbage) 

to 

Ronald L. Abbott 
Items One, Two and Three 

H. Louis Horner 

to 

Rosalind M. Abbott 

---------- ---------- -



WI-451 
Brick Row 
665-683 Fitzwater Street 
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Salisbury, Wicomico County, Maryland 
Chain of title continued 

JWTS 415/283 

8/1/1956 

IDT 216/509 

51511939 

IDT 216/504 

5/4/1939 

IDT 201/392 

4/5/1937 

James M. Bennett 
Flora Price Anderson, 
Executors ofL. Atwood Bennett 

to 

H. Louis Homer 

J. Asbury Holloway 

to 

L. Atwood Bennett 
Alice C. Bennet~ 

L. Atwood Bennett 
Alice C. Bennett 

to 

J. Asbury Holloway 

Stanley C. Robins, trustee (YI. Samuel Hawkins, Florence 
Hawkins, Carrie H. Marvel, Marion Marvel, M. Slemons 
Hawkins, Goldie Hawkins, Idabelle H. Tubbs, and William 
Tubbs) 

to 

L. Atwood Bem1ett 
$1315 



WI-451 
Brick Row 
665-683 Fitzwater Street 
Salisbury, Wicomico County, Maryland 
Chain of title continued 

JCK 134/285 

5/24/1924 

JCK 124/451-53 

12/31/1921 

EAT 80/115 

4/1111912 

EAT 71/398 

2/3/1911 

George C. Bounds 
Hilda H. Bounds 

to 

Samuel Hawkins 
Margaret Hawkins 

Glen Perdue, et al. (Ella ""-r· Perdue a.11d 
George C. Bounds) 

to 

George C. Bounds 

William C. Powell 
J oh1 W \.Vindsor 

to 

Glen Perdce 

Azariah Hillman 
Olivia Hillman 

to 

\Villiam C. Powell 
$750 Plat made by P. S. Shockley, 1/21/1911, 
272' frontage on Fitzwater Street 
117.80 frontage on Hill Street 
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