
WI-479 
William Birckhead House 
Salisbury 
Private 

C. 1848 

The William Birckhead house is a two-story, side hall/parlor frame dwelling located 

on the west side of Camden Avenue. An analysis of the architectural features combined 

with the chain of title research on the lot indicates that the three-bay dwelling was erected 

around 1848 after William Birckhead and his wife Elizabeth acquired the property. While 

the house has been remodeled, it retains its exterior brick chimney stack, flush gable ends, 

and a boxed cornice trimmed with a stepped bed molding, all hallmarks of mid nineteenth 

century design. The 1848 transfer mentions the "Camden" community location for the 

proeprty. Six years later, in January 1854, William and Elizabeth Birckhead sold the house 

and lot to Littleton Jenkins, who is listed in the 1860 census as a "sailor." Littleton Jenkins 

is grouped in the census with his 43-year old wife Jane and 10-year old son Frank. 
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Maryland Inventory of 
Historic Properties Form 

Inventory No. W 1-479 

1. Name of Property (indicate preferred name) 

historic William Birckhead House 

other 

2. Location 
street and number 332 Camden Avenue not for publication 

city town Salisbury vicinity 

county Wicomico 

3. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners) 

name GNI LLC 

street and number P. 0. Box 2142 telephone 

city, town Salisbury state MD zip code 21802 

4. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse registry of deeds etc. Wicomico County Clerk of Court tax map and parcel Map 111 P. 1524 

city, town Salisbury. Marvland liber 1713 folio 568 

5 Primary Location of Additional Data 

Contributing Resource in National Register District 
X Contributing Resource in Local Historic District 

Determined Eligible for the National Register/Maryland Register 
Determined Ineligible for the National Register/Maryland Register 
Recorded by HASS/HAER 
Historic Structure Report or Research Report at MHT 
Other: 

6. Classification 

Category 
district 

x building(s) 
structure 
site 
object 

Ownership 
public 

x private 
both 

Current Function 
agriculture 
commerce/trade 
defense 

x domestic 
education 
funerary 
government 
health care 
industry 

landscape 
recreation/culture 
religion 
social 
transportation 
work in progress 
unknown 
vacanUnot in use 
other: 

Resource Count 
Contributing 

1 
Noncontributing 

buildings 
sites 
structures 
objects 

Total 

Number of Contributing Resources 
previously listed in the Inventory 



Maryland Historical Trust 
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Name William Birckhead House 
Continuation Sheet 

Number_]_ Page 1 

7. Description 
Inventory No. WI-479 

Condition 

excellent 

x good 
fair 

deteriorated 

ruins 
altered 

Inventory No. WI-479 

Prepare both a one paragraph summary and a comprehensive description of the resource and its various elements as it 
exists today. 

The William Birckhead house stands at 332 Camden Avenue in the Camden Historic District of Salisbury, Wicomico 
County, Maryland. The two-story, side hall/parlor frame house faces east with the gable roof oriented on a north/south 
axis. 

Estimated to date around 1848, the two-story, three-bay frame house is supported on a low brick foundation, and the 
exterior is clad with ~bestos shingles. Covering the medium pitched gable roof is a layer of asphalt shingles. The single
pile main block extends to the rear by a two-story service \ving. 

The east (main) facade is a three-bay elevation with a side entrance and flanking windows. The six-over-six sash are 
replacements, however the beaded edge surround remains intact. The entrance is fitted with a replacement door under a 
single-pane transom. A single-bay portico shelters the front door, and the gable roof is supported on square posts. The 
second floor is lighted by three replacement six-over-six sash windows. Finishing the base of the roof is a boxed cornice 
trimmed with a mid nineteenth-century stepped bed moldings. 

The north gable end is dominated by an exterior common bond brick stack ·with corbelled shoulders at the second floor 
height. The first and second floors are lighted by six-over-six sash windows, and four-pane windows light the attic. The 
gable end is flush and trimmed with a molded bargeboard. 

The south gable end is defined by pairs of six-over-six sash windows on each floor, and a single six-over-six sash 
window pierces the gable end. Like the north side the gable end is flush and trimmed with a molded bargeboard. 

Attached to the west side of the main block is a rwo-story service wing which has an internal brick stack piercing the 
gable roof. The north and south sides are defined by asymmetrical placement of six-over-six windows. 

The interior was not seen. 
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8. Significance 

lnventorv No. WI-479 

Period Areas of Significance Check and justify below 

1600-1699 
1700-1799 

x 1800-1899 

1900-1999 
2000-

agriculture 
archeology 

x architecture 

art 
commerce 
communications 
community planning 
conservation 

Significance dates 

Specific dates 

Evaluation for: 

National Register 

economics 
education 

engineering 

entertainment/ 
recreation 

ethnic heritage 
exploration/ 

settlement 

health/medicine 
industry 

invention 

iandscape architecture 
law 
literature 
maritime history 
mi!itary 

Architect 

Builder 

• _Maryland Register 

Inventory No. WI-479 

performing arts 
philosophy 

politics/government 

religion 
science 
social history 
transoortation 
other: 

X not evaluated 

Prepare a one-paragraph summary statement of significance addressing applicable criteria, followed by a narrative discussion of the 
history of the resource and its context. (For compliance reports, complete evaluation on a DOE Form - see manual.) 

The William Birckhead house is a two-story side hall/parlor frame dwelling located on the west side of Camden A venue. 
An analysis of the architectural features combined with the chain of title research on the lot indicates that the three-bay 
dwelling was erected around 1848 after William Birckhead and his wife Eliz.abeth acquired the property. 1 While the house 
has been remodeled, it retains its exterior brick chimney stack, flush gable ends, and a boxed cornice trimmed '"'ith a 
stepped bed molding typical of mid century design. The 1848 transfer mentions the "Camden" community location for the 

1 Somerset County Land Record, WP 4/56, 20 May 1848. 
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Inventory No. WI-479 

property. Six years later, in January 1854, William and Elizabeth Birckhead sold the house and lot to Littleton Jenkins, 
who is listed in the 1860 census as a "sailor."2 Littleton Jenkins is grouped in the census with his 43-year old wife Jane and 
IO-year old son Frank.3 

2 Somerset County Land Record, LW 2/512, 10 January 1854. 

3 Eighth census of the United States, 1860, Population Schedule transcribed by John C. Barnes, p. 143. 
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HISTORIC CONTEXT: 

Inventory No. 'Nl-479 

MARYLAND COMPREHENSIVE PRESERVATION PLAN DATA 

Geographic Organization: Eastern Shore 

Chronological/Developmental Period(s): Agricultural/Industrial Transition 1815-1870 

Historic Period Theme(s): Architecture 

Resource Type: Standing Structure 

Category: Dwelling 

Historic Environment: Residential Neighborhood 

Historic Function(s) and Use(s): Domestic 

Known Design Source: 



9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of project area 
Acreage surveyed 
Quadrangle name Salisbury, Maryland 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11 Form Prepared hV 

name/title Paul B. Touart, Architectural Historian 

organization Private Consultant 

street & number P.O.Box5 

city or town Westover, Maryland 21871 

WI-479 

Quadrangle scale 1:24,000 

The Maryiand Inventory of Historic Properties was officially created by an Act of the Maryland Legislature to 
be found in the Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
197 4 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and record 
purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of individual property 
rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
DHCD/DHCP 
100 Community Place 
Crownsville, MD 21032 
410-514-7600 



WI-479 
William Birckhead House 
332 Camden Avenue 
Salisbury, Wicomico County, Maryland 
Chain of title 

Map 111, Parcel 1524 

1713/568 

411511999 

AJS 935/389 

12/28/1979 

AJS 879/437 

7/14/1977 

Terry R. Sell 

to 

GNI, LLC 

James P. Bailey and Frederick E. Wierman, trustees 

to 

Terry R. Sell, TI A GNI 

designated Lot B, Carroll E. Bounds plat, 7/1963, 
JWTS 559/3 
Public sale 16 November 1979 named in a deed of trust 
from William A. Reid and Kenneth J. Behrens to Eastern 
Shore Savings and Loan Association, 7 /14/1977, 
AJS 879/439 

Richard M. Reddish 

to 

William A. Reid 
Kenneth J. Behrens 
conveyed to Richard M. Reddish by two deeds 

1. from Carroll E. Bounds, 3/16/1972, JWTS 756/341 

2. from Elliott J. Gray, 5/30/1973, JWTS 791/311 



WI-479 
William Birckhead House 
332 Camden Avenue 

Page2 

Salisbury, Wicomico County, Maryland 
Chain oftitle continued 

JWTS 3921114 

8/31/1955 

Will Book 
WB 1/35 

5/24/1869 

Somerset County 
Land Record 
LW 2/512 

1/10/1854 

W. Edgar Porter, et al. trustees 

to 

Carroll E. Bounds 
Whereas by a Decree of Circuit Court, No. 8606, Jennie 
Snelling, complainant and Arthur W. Phippin, et al. are 
defendants 

Last Wi!l and Testament of Littleton Jenkins 

William Birckhead 
Elizabeth Birckhead 

to 

Littleton Jenkins 
$1500 ... all that lot or parcel of ground lying and being in 

Camden , Somerset County, on the west side of the 
road leading from Salisbury to Toney Tank including 
all the land between the lot now owned by Capt. 
John T. Goslee and the lot at present owned and 
occupied by Capt. Major T. Ruark it being part of the 
original Lot No. four and was divided by the said 
William Birckhead 

----------------- ------------



WI-479 
William Birckhead House 
332 Camden Avenue 

Page 3 

Salisbury, Wicomico County, Maryland 
Chain of title continued 

Somerset County 
Land Record 
WP 4/56 

5/20/1848 

Somerset County 
Land Record 
AH 403-404 

l/9/1843 

William T. Wood 
Julia Ann Wood 

to 

William Birckhead 
Elizabeth Birckhead 
$800 description mentions "Camden" 

Henry Brewington 
Elenor Brewington 

to 

William T. Wood 
$800 .. .Lot No. 4 .... being part of a tract of land called Mill 

Grove situate and lying in Somerset County on the 
south side of Wicomico River and on the west side of 
the street or road leading from the new bridge to 
Riders Mill 

107 square perches .... also the swamp or cripples lying 
west of the second line of the above described lot. .. 
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William Birckhead House 
332 Camden Avenue 

Sanborn Insurance Map, 1899 
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WI-479 
William Birckhead House 
332 Camden Avenue 

Salisbury, MD Quadrangle 1942 
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