
1839, 1 
Jerusalem Methodist Church 

of the landmarks in the town of Parsonsburg is the Jerusalem Methodist 

, __ u,,_.,...,.,, perched atop a sandy knoll the center of town. Organized 839, 

congregation erected a single-story, gable-front frame church in 1875. The weatherboard 

frame structure, designed with a pediment front like many lower Shore churches, was 

embellished with a series of decorative brackets that trim the perimeter of the roof and rear 

ongma! temple-front structure has been modified over years with the 

mtroc!uc:t1on of memorial colored glass n 7n 1 rln"u" 

concrete block foundation with full basement. 

a comer entrance tower as as a 

church cernetierv located on the south 

church, contains many nm:eu~enm- and twentieth-century markers. Several family 

plots are distinguished by decorative metal fences. 

The land on which the church stands was conveyed by George Perdue in 1840. 

trustees at the time; Henry Hayman, 

Layfield, George K. Perdue, Perdue, George Riggin, and Isaac Parsons. 
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commerce/trade 
defense 
domestic 
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funerary 
government 
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social 

work in progress 
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lnvEmtorv No. WI-488 

Condition 

excellent deteriorated 

altered 

Prepare both a one paragraph summary and a cornpi·e11,en~;ive de~;cnpt1cm of the resource and various elements as 
exists 

Jernsalem M(~th<xll:st Church is located on the sor1thc:ast MD Route 346 (Old 
and Forest Grove Road in Parsonsburg, Wicomico '-'V'""Y' M1~nJl::ir1rl 

a sandy knoll is joined on the lot by a nineteenth- and twentieth-century cemetery 
smi.ne-sHJry frame church, per·chc:d 

church faces east \vith the principal 
orn~ntt:d on an east/west 

m 

exterior is 
northwest corner 
foundation with a 
1875 and 1956 cor1struct1on dates as as 

m3lrb:te smne, 
coragn:gat:ion in 1839. 

Attached to northwest corner 875 is the entrance tower which is an arched double door 
entrance a Colonial Revival portico. The double doors are topped by an arched transom filled with radiating 
muntins. Above the entrance is a four-pane window. The tower is accented with a bracketed eave, and a pyramidal roofed 
tower. Louvered vents and a small block cornice define the sides of the tower. The gable end of the 1875 building is 
pierced a round arched window filled with leaded colored Trimming the end of 

The end pediment is by a round vvindow also 

The sides of the church are marked by three pointed arch, colored glass wir:.dows. A concrete walk and cellar entrance are 
iv'"''"'"""' on the side of the block is an brick stove chimney. 

Attached the back of the main block is a shorter single story apse finished with a pec1lment end and a bracketed eave. 

The nineteenth- and twentieth-century cemetery is distinguished by several decorative iron fences. One of the oldest 
markers is t.1-ie grave for Isaac H. Parsons (1819-1899) and his ""ife Katie, founding members of the congregation. 
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Significance 

Invent.Orv No. WI-488 

Period Areas of 

1600-1699 
1700-1799 

X1800-1899 

1900-1999 
2000-

Significance dates 

archeology 

architecture 

art 

commerce 
communications 

conservation 

1875, 1956 

Check and 

economics 
education 

entertainrnentJ 

recreation 
ethnic hr0rit::.r1P 

settlement 

·----------------·-------
Evaluation 

National RecJist1er 

below 

health/medicine 

science 

marit:me 
other: 

Architect 

Builder 

x evaluated 

Pr,:•n:::ir·p a summary statement of s1gnlflcar1ce :or<r1r"''~·rn1n appiicable followed a narrative discussion the 
of the resource and its context (For complete evaluation on a DOE Form - see 

prominent landmarks in town of Parsonsburg is Jerusalem Methodist """""''"H' perched 
center of the tmvn. Organized in 1839, the congregation gable-front frame 
weatherboard frame strncrure, with a pediment like many Shore was embellished 

series of decorative L"1at trim d1e of the roof and the rear apse. 
has been over the years v.1.th the introduction of colored glass mc:rrnJn:il \~nnido,,vs, 
as a raised concrete foundation \vith a full basement The church cernet,erv 
contains many nineteenth- and twen1:iet.h-\~entm:y' rtiar!k:ers. 

fences. 

(Continued) 
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The land on which the church stands was conveyed by George Perdue in 1840. 1 The church lot was transferred to the 
Mills, Levin Hayman, William W. Layfield, George K Perdue, L. Perdue, George 

Isaac H Parsons. 

1 Wicomico County Land Record, TF, Jr. 3/256, 21 November 1872. 1840 transfer is described in this later 
conveyance between George K. Perdue and W. & 
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Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of project area 
Acreage c:11r'\1A\JAn 

Quadrangle name 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

::I 1 Form Prepared h¥ 

street & number P. 0. Box 5 

Wl-488 

Quadrangle scale 1 :24,000 

~~~~~~~~~~~--~~~~~~~~~~~~~--~~~~-

city or town Westover, Maryland 2 !871 

The Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties was officially created an Act of the Maryland Legislature to 
be found in the Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 
1974 supplement 

survey and are being prepared for information and record 
n11r-nr1.;:p<;: only and do not constitute any infringement of individual property 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
DHCD/DHCP 

Community 
Crownsville, 21032 
410-514-7600 



1/1872 Lm11ield & others (George 
Jac:ksion. Isaac 0•H·"~·~~ 

consideration of one half acre of ground deeded the 
said George K. Perdue in 1 840 to Mills, Levin 

Hayman, William W. Layfield, George K. Perdue, L. 
uec>rge W. Riggin, and 
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