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1926 and later 

The Municipal Park in the center of Salisbury, the city's most treasured recreational space, owes 

its existence to the failure of the Humphreys mill dam on May 29, 1909. Attributed to the weight 

of a steam roller that crossed South Division Street, the weakened earthen dam let loose its 

trapped water and exposed acres of muddy pond bottom. Disagreements between the 

Humphreys estate and the city caused an impasse on the reconstruction of the mill dam. 

Several months later, a group of businessmen formed the Salisbury Realty Company in 

an effort to tum a tragedy into an advantage. Henry B. Freeny took the position of president 

with William M. Cooper as vice-president, Charles R. Disharoon, treasurer, Mark Cooper as 

secretary-manager, along with other members, William F. Allen, Daniel J. Elliott, and A. W. 

Robinson. On November 12, 1909 the Salisbury Realty Company paid the Humphreys estate 

$40,000 for the exposed pond bottom east and west of the N. Y. P. and N railroad bridge. The 

realty company bulkheaded the edge of the creek bed and backfilled the area thereby creating 

new lots along East Main Street extended. 

While the land west of the railroad bridge was being developed into man-made land for 

building lots, the acreage east of the bridge was left alone as more or less wasteland. It was not 

until 1922 that discussions started to promote the idea of a city park on the exposed and 

abandoned bond bottom. 

On a concurrent track of development, the city was coming to terms with a thirty-year 

old water system that no longer served the needs of a rapidly expanding population. Due to the 

inadequacies of the old Salisbury Water Company system, the city treasury was being hit hard 

with higher than normal insurance premiums due to the risk of undersized water resources. 

During the early 1920s, Mayor W. Arthur Kennerly commissioned a thorough study of the water 

and sewer systems in the city. In a cooperative effort between the mayor, city council, Chamber 
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of Commerce and interested service clubs, the Salisbury Water and Sewer Commission was 

formed in 1924. That same year a Maryland bond issue was passed through the state legislature 

allowing for the sale of $300,000 in 4 Yi interest notes for the "design, construction, 

maintenance, operation, purchase, and condemnation of water supply, sewerage, and drainage 

systems" for the city. Heading up the new Water and Sewer Commission was Charles E. Harper. 

In January 1926, two years following the authorization of the bond issue, the bonds were 

advertised for sale in the Salisbury Advertiser. Later that year construction was begun on the new 

water system, pumping station, reservoir and underground piping. On June 26, 1926, the 

Salisbury Advertiser announced, 

Afayor L. Thomas Parker and members of the City Council officially inspected the city's 
new water pumping station and reservoir on East Main street at 4 P.M Thursday and 
were conducted about the premises by Chief Engineer F. H Dryden and members of the 
Water-Sewer Commission which have the project in charge. Following an examination 
of the fine new system, the "City Fathers" expressed themselves as highly gratified as the 
new municipal plant and its surroundings. 

The plant, .fireproof throughout, and of artistic construction of brick, in addition 
to the gigantic dynamo, houses six pumps-three low service centrifugal units which 
pump from the wells into the 550, 000 gallon reservoir into the mains and to the reserve 
tanks about the city .. 

The city's 53-acre plot of ground, with pumping station, areator (sic) house, 
reservoir, and other features is becoming one of the show places about Salisbury and 
farther plans for beautifying the surroundings are under way. The property, which cost 
the city but $5, 000, has already advanced materially in value. 

The East Main Street pumping station remains an essential par of Salisbury's water 

system, and the Flemish bond brick structure, defined by a row of neoclassical pilasters, 

distinguishes the north bank on the east prong of the Wicomico River. The pumping station is 

accompanied on the site by the reservoir, enclosed within an earthen bunker, as well as a round, 

poured concrete fountain. 
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courthouse registry of deeds etc Wicomico Crnmty Clerk of Court !iber folio 
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Prepare both a one paragraph summary and a comprehensive description of the resource and its various elements as it 
exists today. 

The Main Street Pumping Station complex is located at 640 East Main Street in the center of Salisbury, Wicomico 
County, Maryland. The single-story brick station is located on the north side of the east branch of the Wicomico 
River within the Municipal Park. The pumping station faces north with the hip roof oriented on an east/west axis. 
Joining the pumping station is a reservoir contained within an earthen bunker located to the east and a poured 
concrete foundation to the west. 

Built in 1926, the single-story, five-bay brick pumping station is supported on a poured concrete foundation 
with a partially excavated cellar pit to house pumping equipment. The north (main) fa~ade of the pumping 
station is a symmetrical five-bay elevation defined by a series of six brick pilasters that rise to from the concrete 
floor to stone capitals under a plain frieze. The frieze is laid in a soldier course above the pilasters and Flemish 
bond above the soldier course. Between the pilasters is a center entrance and five metal windows fitted stone 
sills and movable \\'indow panels. The entrance is made of double metal doors with glass panes above the lock 
rail. The front entrance is also fitted with large screen doors. Fixed above the door opening is a large transom 
window of metal muntins and large glass panes. East of the door opening is a bronze plaque with raised 
lettering that states, "Municipal Water Works, Erected 1926." The 'Water and Sewer Commission" project was 
financed in part by a bond issue, Chapter 494, of the Acts of 1924. Serving as president of the commission was 
Charles E. Harper. Also listed are W. Upshur Polk and F. A. Grier, Jr. Frank H. Dryden was the chief engineer. 
Fixed to each side of the entrance are large metal lamps with ball-shaped globes. The rectangular brick pumping 
station is covered by a broad hip roof sheathed with slate. The extended eave shades a brick bed molding that 
finishes the top of the wall surface. Piercing the roofline is an internal, off-center brick chimney. 

The two-bay east end of the station is defined by three pilasters. The bays between the pilasters are filled 
with large metal framed windows. The window openings are spanned by soldier course arches that rest on steel 
lintels. 

The west end of the station has a side entrance centered on the wall within a wide projection of brickwork. 
The door is framed by a crossetted stone surround with a plain frieze and crown molding above. Fitted within 
the door surround is a partially glazed door. The bays to each side are pierced by metal sash windows that have 
stones sills and soldier course arches. Like the north elevation the wall is defined by projecting pilasters with 
stone capitals. 

The rear wall is marked by six brick pilasters, however the wall spaces between are pierced by two large 
metal framed windows at the east end. Electrical service is supplied to the building through the rear wall. 

Located east of the pumping station is an earthen bunker topped by a single story brick structure topped by a 
hip roof. Large louvered openings pierce the sides. Standing west of the pumping station is a circular, poured 
concrete water foundation which has a circular center form from which the water spurts. Also located on the 
property are several small brick structures covered with pyramidal roofs which mark the locations of the various 
wells on the property. 
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_ performing arts 
2L politics/government 

religion 
science 

_ social history 
_ transportation 

other: 

Architect/Builder F. H. Dryden, engineer 

____ Maryland Register -~x __ not evaluated 

Prepare a one-paragraph summary statement of significance addressing applicable criteria, followed by a narrative discussion of the 
history of the resource and its context. (For compliance projects, complete evaluation on a DOE Form - see manual.) 

The Municipal Park in the center of Salisbury, the city's most treasured recreational green space, owes its 
existence to the failure of Humphreys mill dam on May 29, 1909. 1 Attributed to the weight of a steam roller 
that crossed South Division Street, the weakened earthen dam let loose its trapped water and exposed acres of 
muddy pond bottom. Disagreements between the Humphreys estate and the city caused an impasse on the 
reconstruction of the mill dam. 

Several months later, a group of businessmen formed the Salisbury Realty Company in an effort to turn the 
tragedy into an advantage. Henry B. Freeny took the position of president with William M. Cooper, vice
president, Charles R. Disharoon, treasurer, Mark Cooper as secretary-manager along with other members 
William F. Allen, Daniel J. Elliott, and A. W. Robinson. 2 On November 12, 1909 the Salisbury Realty Company 
paid the Humphreys estate $40,000 for the exposed lake bottom east and west of the New York, Philadelphia, and 
Norfolk Railroad bridge. The realty company bulkheaded the edge of the creek bed and backfilled the area 
thereby creating new lots for lots along East Main Street extended. 

While the land west of the railroad bridge was being developed into man-made land for building lots, the 
acreage to the east was left alone as more or less wasteland. It was not until 1922 that discussions started to 
promote the idea of a city park on the exposed bond bottom. On a concurrent track of development, the city was 
coming to terms with a thirty-year old water system that no longer served the needs of a rapidly expanding 
population. Due to the inadequacies of the old Salisbury Water Company system, the city treasury was being hit 
hard with high insurance premiums. During the early 1920s Mayor W. Arthur Kennerly commissioned a 
thorough study of the water and sewer systems in the city. In a cooperative effort between the mayor, city 
council, Chamber of Commerce and interested service clubs, the Salisbury Water and Sewer Commission was 
formed in 1924.3 That same year a Maryland bond issue was passed through the state legislature allowing for the 
sale of $300,000 in 4 Yi interest notes for the "design, construction, maintenance, operation, purchase and 
condemnation of water supply, sewerage and drainage systems" for the city. Heading up the new Water and 
Sewer Commission was Charles E. Harper. 

In January 1926, two years after the bond issue was authorized by the state legislature, the bonds were 
advertised for sale in the Salisbury Advertiser4

. Later that year construction was begun on the new water system, 
pumping station, reservoir and underground pipes. On June 26, 1926, the Salisbury Advertiser announced, 

1 Salisbury Advertiser, May 1909 
2 Charles J. Truitt, Historic Salisbury Updated, 1662-1982, Salisbury, Maryland: Historical Books, Inc., 1982, p. 167. 
3 Philip C. Cooper, Historical Sketches of the Origin and Development of the Municipal Park, "What's Past Is Prologue," 
Wicomico County Centennial, Inc., 1967, p. 173. 
4 Salisbury Advertiser, January 30, 1926. 
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Mayor L. Thomas Parker and members of the City Council officially inspected the city's new water 
pumping station and reservoir on East Main street at 4 P.M Thursday and were conducted about the 
premises by Chief Engineer F H. Dryden and members of the Water-Sewer Commission which have 
the project in charge. Following an examination of the fine new system, the "City Fathers" expressed 
themselves as highly gratified as the new municipal plant and its surroundings. 

The plant, fireproof throughout, and of artistic construction of brick, in addition to the gigantic 
dynamo, houses six pumps-three low service centrifugal units which pump from the wells into the 
550,000 gallon reservoir into the mains and to the reserve tanks about the city .... 

The city's 53-acre plot of ground, with pumping station, areator (sic) house, reservoir, and other 
features is fast becoming one of the show places about Salisbury and further plans for beautifying the 
surroundings are under way. The property, which cost the city but $5, 000, has already advanced 
materially in value. 5 

The East Main Street pumping station remains an essential part of Salisbury's water system, and the Flemish 
bond brick structure, defined by rows of plain neoclassical pilasters, distinguishes the north bank of the east 
prong of the Wicomico River. It is joined by the reservoir, enclosed within an earthen bunker and a round, 
concrete fountain. (See also WI-581, Salisbury City Park and Bandstand). 

5 Salisbury Advertiser, June 26, 1926. 
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SALISBURY WATER AND SEWER BONDS FOR SALE 

Sealed proposals will be received at the office ofE. J.C. Parsons, Clerk of Salisbury, Maryland, until the 
hour of three o'clock P.M. on TUESDAY, the 2nd day of February AD. 1926 

for the purchase, in whole or in part, of Three Hundred Thousand Dollars ($300,000.00) of 4 Yi per centum 
bonds to be issued by the Mayor and Council of Salisbury, Maryland, for the purpose of providing funds for 
the design, construction, maintenance, operation, purchase and condemnation of water supply, sewerage and 
drainage systems for the City of Salisbury, Maryland. 

These bonds will be serial, coupon bonds, interest payable semi-annually on the first day of March and 
September of each year until the maturity thereof. ... 

This issue is authorized by Chapter 494, of the Acts of the General Assembly of Maryland, at its session 
of 1924 .... 

By order of the Mayor and Council of Salisbury, Maryland, this 4th day of January A.D. 1926 

Salisbury Advertiser, June 26, 1926 

CITY OFFICIALS PUT O.K. ON NEW PUMPING STATION 

Inspect Plant And See Water Galore Produced Thursday Afternoon. 

GOES IN OPERATION ABOUT JULY FIRST 

With Maximum Pumping Capacity 5,000 Gallons Per Minute And 
Storage of 1,000,000 Gallons, System Can Supply Population 50,000 

E. J. C. Parsons 

Mayor L. Thomas Parker and members of the City Council officially inspected the city's new water 
pumping station and reservoir on East Main street at 4 P.M. Thursday and were conducted about the 
premises by Chief Engineer F. H. Dryden and members of the Water-Sewer Commission which have the 
project in charge. Following an examination of the fine new system, the "City Fathers" expressed 
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Motors were started by employees of the concern having the installation in charge and the onlookers 
saw a supply of water rush through the pipes which, they were told, constituted a full fire load required by 
the underwriters for a city of 30,000 people with only part of the pumps in operation. With fire engines of 
Salisbury, Delmar and Princess Anne pumping full force, it was pointed out by Engineer Dryden, the supply 
would then exceed consumption. 

The plant, fireproof throughout, and of artistic construction of brick, in addition to the gigantic 
dynamo, houses six pumps-three low service centrifugal units which pump from the wells into the 550,000 
gallon reservoir into the mains and to the reserve tanks about the city. 

The pumps are of 1,000, 1,500 and 2,500 gallons capacity per minute, respectively. The enormous 
quantity of 5000 gallons every sixty seconds would be available should the exigency for such a quantity of 
water ever arise. 

With equipment already installed, or under construction, Salisbury will carry at all times a reserve of 
800,000 gallons-500,000 in the reservoir, 200,000 in the new reserve tank, Ellen street, and 100,000 in the 
old standpipe. When the other storage tank is erected a million gallon supply will be available at all times. 

With a normal consumption of water in Salisbury of 800 gallons per minute, only one low and one high 
pressure pump, capable of developing 1,000 gallons per minute, will be required, and to operate for only 12 
hours per day. 

The water system, officials stated, is designed to take care of a city of 50,000 population and is 
adequate, therefore, not only for present needs but for many decades to come. 

The present bond issue is sufficient, Mayor Parker stated, to afford the city adequate fire protection and 
to build the main line sewers and water mains and a few laterals. An additional sum, however, is necessary 
he stated for the building of a greater part of the laterals. 

Twenty new eight and ten inch fire hydrants have been put in in the last few weeks, giving the city a 
total of 86 of these connections. More are to be added. 

Only July 1 •t the old plant of the Salisbury Water Company, Mill street, will be closed down. A new 
pipe line, straight up Main street to Division, is now in operation and new mains in other sections of the city 
are being laid. 

The city's 53-acre plot of ground, with the pumping station, areator house, reservoir and other features 
is fast becoming one of the show places about Salisbury and further plans for beautifying the surroundings 
are under way. The property, which cost the city but $5,000, has already advanced materially in value. 
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Quadrangle name 

20 acres 
53 acres 

Salisburv. Marvland 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

Quadrangle scale: -=-1=:2'""""'4"""0'""0~0 ____ _ 

The metes and bounds of this property are coincidental with the current boundary of the lot. 

11. Form Prepared by 

name/title 

organization 

street & number 

city or town 

Paul B. Touart 

Private Consultant date 5/11/2001 

P. 0. Box 5 telephone 410-651-1094 

Westover state Maryland 21871 

The Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties was officially created by an Act of the Maryland Legislature 
to be found in the Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
197 4 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and record purposes only 
and do not constitute any infringement of individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
DHCD/DHCP 
100 Community Place 
Crownsville, MD 21032-2023 
410-514-7600 



were purchased from Mrs. Annie E. Banks 
and Miss Wilsie Banks for $800. 

This statesmanlike move by Mayor Park
er and other responsible civic leaders was 
noc a popular decision in this day when 
money was so hard to come by that financial 
gymnastics had to be employed on occasion 
to meet the weekly payroll. The ll'icomico 
News, by blistering editorial comment casti
gated those irresponsible officials who bad 
squandered public funds on this •worthless 
property ". 

ln spice of this oppos1tion, however, 
Mayor Parker appointed Salisbury's first 
Park Commission in 1927 consisting of Fred 
A. Grier, Jr. (Chairman), Oscar Lee Morris, 
Sr. and Mrs. Fred Adkins. From this day on 
Salisbury was oHicially dedicated to devel
opment of a park system. 

The early development in the park area 
consisted primarily of construction of the 
water pumping station and several modest 
bridge and dam structures. Fill dirt was 
hauled by horse cart from the south side of 
the stream and the narrow, winding wnter
course was widened and deepened to secure 
din for the initial grading operations. 

For a period of time during the yeats of 
che "depression", funds were lacking and 
progress was slow; however, due co the per
sistence of the Park Commission and city 
officials some work was done each year. In 
1930 the Wicomico County Wellate Board 
(Fred Webb, Chairman) was organized and 
provided labor for some of the early park im
provements wich the city furnishing tools 
and supervision. 

Ohio, that he commissioned his assistant, 
Clarie Gardner to develop the plans and havt 
the fountain complete in time for the festivi
ties. 

Wich the August scorm of 1933 came flood 
waters that caused failure of Schumaker Dam 
and a flood that destroyed the primitive 
structures in the park area. 

During the next few years there came into 
being three (3) Federal Aid Programs de
signed 10 ~ive employment during the years 
of depression. The Civil Works Administra
tion CC.ll'.A.) 1933-JY55± which provided 
manpower and partial materials to match 
cay plans and supervision; che Public Works 
Adminiscracion (P.W.A.) 1935- 1940± which 
provided funds £or approved concract work; 
and works Progress Administration (W.P.A.) 
1935-1940± which succeeded C.W.A. and 
provided manpower, equipment and materials, 
while utilizing cir:y plans and supervision, 
ecc. 

By a combination of all three of these 
programs, the city under the official guid
ance of \l1ade II. Insley, Sr., Mayor; Brady 
Dayton, area W.P.A. co-ordinator and Clark 
Gardner, City Engineer proceeded, for a 
period of about six years, to plan and con
suuct che basic fociliries for that part or 
the park which lies between Snow Hill Road 
and Civic Avenue. 

Widening and deepening of the stream, 
including the part which made Picnic Island, 
was done by hand labor methods, under the 
immediate supervision of A. P. Isakson who 
also served as street foreman for Sali .. bury 
durinit these years. Trees were planted, low 

SALISBURY'S WATER PUMPING STATION ERECTED 1926 

In 19'2 Salisbury's Bicentennial focused 
attention on this budding park by scheduling 
ics outdoor services and v.·acer pogeanr there. 
The new illul"' ;nated \\&tee fountain was un-
veiled on thf c asion. Eight week!; before 
the Bicen1ect was to begin, c ity engineer 
Frank Dryden n.\d so admired n picture post 

places filled, bridges and water channels 
built, two tennis courts built, North Park 
Drive constructed, bandstand, sheeting along 
the waterfront, flagpole, shrubbery anf 'I. 
Many of the trees that grace the shad1', : 
slopes were given by interested . _ • .il 
people, who donated them as a 11.ih or mem· 

IMPORTANT PERSONAGES 
by Jomes P. Bailey 

It is recognized chat one reaches maturity 
Jt 21 and so it was with Wicomico Coun~y. 
Born 1n 1867, it was in 1888 .t~at one of 1~s 
citizens first reached a posmon of publ1 c 
and politic al si~nificonce. 

E. E. JACKSON 
Governor 1888-1892 

Elihu Emory Jackson was born November 
~. 1837, entered business ac an early age, 
served in both houses of the Maryland Leg
islature during 1882-1~88 8!"d in 1881:1 ?ecarn~ 
the first and only \lr1com1co Counttan to 
serve as Governor of Maryland. His home 
was "The Oaks" in Salisbury and for many 
years he was the most inCluentiaJ Democrat 
on the Eastern Shore. 

WILLIAM H. JACKSON 
MC 1901-1905 

1907-1909 

Politics ran in cbe Jackson family and 
it was William H. Jackson, a brother of E. 
E. J aclcson, born two years later i!l 1839, who 
became the firsr Wicomico Counuan to serve 
the Federal government, being a member 
of Congress in the 57th, 58th and 60th Con
gress t90 l-1909 (less '05- '07). He was a 
Icade; among the Eastern Shore Republicans 
and gave the original Peninsula General 
Hospital to 1he community. 

JAMES CANNON, 0. O. 
SI shop Methodist Church ' 

Souft\ 1918-1944 

During this period Carrie Nation was mai 
ing her attacks on whiskey barrels and sr 
loons. Suppott for her cause was found i 
another Wicomico Countian whom the Ame 
ican Press carapulted from his Methodi: 
pulpit to the front pa$e of every newspape 
James Cannon, born II\ Salisbury, No..,embt 
13, 1864, was a minister in the Methodi• 
Church South and in 1902 be became a men 
ber of the Executive Committee of che Ant 
Saloon League of America and a most voci 
exponent of its philosophy and positior 

'l'ith the: adoptiou of the: 18th Amendmer 
in January of 1919, his accive probibitic 
work was over except that durin~ the I 
Smith·Hoover campaign of 1928, with Smit 
running on a ticket caJling for repeal of th 
18th Amendment, he served as Chairman < 
the Anti-Smith Democrats. Smith lost but s 
did Cannon, for in December of 1933 the 181 
Admcndment was repealed. Cannon wa 
elected Bishop of the Methodist Churc 
South in May 1918 and be died September ( 
1944. 

JESSE D. PRICE 
MC •• 1 4-19 19 
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