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Salisbury

Private

One of the prominent commercial blocks which stands along East Main Street, the
Independent Order of Odd Fellows building was designed in a neoclassical format similar
to the old Wicomico Hotel and the former office block of the Salisbury Building, Loan, &
Banking Association. The vertical four-story East Main Street elevation is divided
horizontally into three segments that correspond to the base, shaft, and capital of a
neoclassical column. The first floor, representing the base, follows a rusticated format
with an overall pattern of projecting biocks surrounding a pair of entrances and a large
display window. Fixed in the northwest corner of the front wall is a large marble
cornerstone incised with the 1921 construction date and the name of the 1.O.O.F chapter,
the Newton Lodge No. 56, along with the three interlocking rings used by the Old
Fellows in their iconography. The second and third floors, representing the column shafi,
are defined by tall pilasters that rise from the rusticated base and meet a stone entablature
at the fourth floor level. Boldly sized 1. O.O.F letters are cut into the frieze, which is
topped by a block cornice that caps the building and represents the column capital.

Initial preparation for the construction of the 1.0.O.F. building began with a
contract issued to Captain Otis S. Lloyd, who drove piles into the soft, muddy pond
bottom on which Main Street was extended eastward. The $40,000 contract to erect the
brick Odd Fellows lodge went to the Eastern Shore Construction Company with the

brickwork subcontracted to William C. Powell. On March 31, 1921 an impressive
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ceremony was held to lay the cornerstone. 1.0.0O.F. officials from all over the state
attended the ceremonial start of construction, which included a parade and a concert by
the Odd Fellows’ band at the Salisbury armory. Over the years the building has been
used for a variety of purposes. During the mid twentieth century, the New Theatre was
housed on the first floor. More recently the building has been divided for professional

offices.
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1. Name of Property (indicate preferred name)
historic Independent Order of Odd Fellows Building
other East Main Street Professional Building

2. Location

street and number 132-134 East Main Street

not for publication

city, town Salishury

___vicinity

county Wicomico

3. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners)

name Deborah W. Poole and George H. White

street and number  132-134 East Main Street

telephone

city, town Salisbury state

Marvland Zip code 21801

4. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Wicomico County Courthouse liber

1030 folio_870

city, town Salisbury tax map 107 tax parcel 856

tax ID number 5-020387

5. Primary Location of Additional Data

Contributing Resource in National Register District

Contributing Resource in Local Historic District

Determined Eligible for the National Register/Maryland Register
Determined !neligible for the National Register/Maryland Register
Recorded by HABS/HAER

Historic Structure Report or Research Report at MHT

Other:

6. Classification

Category Ownership Current Function
district public agriculture _____landscape
X building(s) ____ private commerceftrade __ recreation/cuiture
structure __ both defense ____ religion
site x___domestic _____social
object education _____transportation
_ funerary work in progress
___government unknown
health care ____vacant/notin use

industry other:

Resource Count
Contributing Noncontributing

1 buildings
sites
structures
objects

1 Total

Number of Contributing Resources
previously listed in the inventory



7. Description Inventory No. WI-383

Condition
____excellent ___ deteriorated
X__good ___ruins
__ fair __ altered

Prepare both a one paragraph summary and a comprehensive description of the resource and its various elements as it
exists today.

The Independent Order of Odd Fellows building, now known as the East Main Street Professional building,
stands at 132-134 East Main Street in the center of Salisbury’s business district. The large rectangular shaped
commercial block is four stories tall and three bays across. The brick building faces north.

Built in 1920-21, the 1.0.G.F building has an elaborately executed East Main Street fagade in Flemish bond,
whereas the other three walls are laid in seven-course common bond. The walls rise to brick parapets that
disguise a low sloping shed roof.

The north (main) elevation is a symmetrically designed facade with the brickwork executed in three distinct
levels which correspond to the parts of a column. The first floor is defined in a rusticated manner of
brickwork and at the same time incorporates a pair of side entrances framed by wide stone surrounds.
Centered in the wall is a large display case window. Fixed in the northeastern corner of the first floor
brickwork is a large cornerstone which carries the dates 1847 and 1921 as well as three interlocked rings and
the name Newton Lodge No. 56, 1. O. O. F. Stretching across the wall above the first floor openings is a stone
beltcourse and rising atop it are tall brick pilasters which extend two stories to a stone cornice. The wall surface
is laid in Flemish bond and the outside corners are distinguished by brick quoins. The first and second floors
are lighted by single-pane sash windows in most bays. A triple set of single-pane sash windows marks the
center bay on the third floor. Fixed atop the pilasters is a stone entablature engraved with the initials, .0.O.F.
The entablature 1s distinguished by a block cornice. The Flemish bond brick wall continues nearly a full story
above the cornice.

The east wall is defined by four stories of window openings. Marking the first floor are small six-over-six
sash windows, and located above each window is a bricked up opening. The second, third, and fourth floors are
lighted by series of single or paired single-pane sash windows. The top of the wall is defined by a corbelled
brick cornice.

The south (rear) wall is pierced by four bays with a combination of single-pane sash windows and boarded
over door openings. The window openings are spanned by steel lintels imbedded in the brickwork, and each
opening has a brick sill. Rising within the southwest corner is an internal furnace flue with a stack that extends
above the line of the parapet wall. A metal fire escape is attached to the rear wall surface.

The interior has been modified many times over the years as a variety of commercial ventures have
operated from this structure. For a period during the mid twentieth centurv the first floor was used as a movie
theater with a marquee out front.



8. Significance Inventory No. WI-583

Period Areas of Significance Check and justify below
__1800-1699 __agriculture __economics __ health/medicine __ performing arts
__1700-1799 __ archeology __ education __ industry __ philosophy
. 1800-1899 x architecture __ engineering __ invention __ politics/government
x 1900-1999 __art __ entertainment/ __ landscape architecture xreligion
__ 2000- ___commerce recreation _ law __science
___ communications __ ethnic heritage __ literature __ social history
__ community planning  __ expioration/ __ maritime histery __ transportation
___ conservation settlement __ military __ other:
Specific dates Architect/Builder  Eastern Shore Construction Co.

Construction dates  1920-21

Evaluation for:

National Register Maryland Register X not evaluated

Prepare a one-paragraph summary statement of significance addressing applicable criteria, followed by a narrative discussion of the
history of the resource and its context. (For compliance projects. complete evaluation on a DOE Form — see manual.)

One of the more prominent commercial blocks which stands along East Main Street, the Independent Order of
Odd Fellows building was designed in a neoclassical format similar to the old Wicomico Hotel and the former
office block of the Salisbury Building, Loan, & Banking Association. The vertical four-story East Main Street
elevation is divided horizontally into three segments that correspond to the base, shaft, and capital of a
neoclassical column. The first floor, representing the base of the column, follows a rusticated format with an
overall pattern of projecting blocks surrounding a pair of entrances and a large display window. Fixed in the
northwest corner of the front wall is a large marble cornerstone engraved with the 1921 construction date and
the name of the 1.0.O.F chapter, the Newton Lodge No. 56, along with the three interlocking rings used by the
Odd Fellows in their iconography. The second and third floors, representing the column shaft, are defined by
tall pilasters that rise from the rusticated base and meet a stone entablature at the fourth floor level. Boldly
sized 1.0.O.F. letters are cut into the frieze, which is topped by a block cornice, which caps the building and
represents the column capital.

Initial preparation for construction of the .O.O.F building began with a contract issued to Captain Otis
Lloyd, who drove piles into the soft, muddy pond bottom on which Main Street was extended eastward.'
The $40,000 contract to erect the brick Odd Fellows iodge went to the Eastern Shore Construction Co. with the
brickwork subcontracted to William C. Powell.” On March 31, 1921 an impressive ceremony was held to lay
the cornerstone. Officials from all over the estate attended the ceremonial start of construction, which included
a parade and a concert by the .0.O.F. band that was held at Salisbury’s armory.> Over the years the building
has been used for a variety of purposes. During the mid twentieth century, the New Theatre was housed on the
first floor. More recentlv the building has been divided for professional offices.

! The Wicomico News, December 16, 1920. “Capt. Otis S. Lloyd, who has the contract for driving the piling upon which the rest of the
foundation for the new 1.0.0O.F building on East Main street, has a large force of men at work and will soon complete the job.”

* The Wicomico News, March 17, 1921.

3 The Wicomico News, March 31, 1921.
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Name 1 O.O.F. Building
Continuation Sheet

Number _8 Page 1

International Order of Odd Fellows Building
132-134 East Main Street

Salisbury, Wicomico County, Maryland
Chain of title

Map 107, Parcel 856

1030/870 Shore Title Company, Inc.
10
2/28/1985 Deborah W. Poole

George H. White

Lot No. 2 on a plat made by P. S. Shockley, 9/12/1916,
JCK 102/448

JWTS 576/54 Herman E. Perdue, Attorney
to
11/7/1963 Shore Title Company, Inc.

Whereas at a public sale on 9/6/1963 for the purpose of foreclosure
and collection per a mortgage from the Newton Lodge No. 56 to J.
Walter Williams, dated 7/3/1947, JWTS 290/415, which was duly
assigned to Ruth G. Williams, et al. 6/20/1956

JCK 117/529 Salisbury Realty Company
to
3/6/1920 The Newton Lodge No. 56, Independent Order of Odd Fellows

Lot No. 2
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EAT 70/72 Henry B. Freeny

Grace E. Freeny

t0

4/14/1910 Salisbury Realtv Company

$29,100. acreage associated with the pond bottom after the Humphreys Mill

dam failed

EAT 70/63 Thomas A. Spence

Mary L. Spence
Laurena Humphreys, et al.

to

3/17/1910 Henry B. Freeny

The Wicomico News, December 16, 1920

Capt. Otis S. Lloyd, who has the contract for driving the piling upon which the rest of the foundation for the new
1.0.0O F building on East Main street has a large force of men at work and will soon complete the job.

The Wicomico News, March 17, 1921
“Salisbury Contractors Getting Outside Work™

Eastern Shore Construction Co., of Salisbury, contract for erecting the new Odd Fellows’ Building in Salisbury, to
cost around $40,000. This building will be three stories and will be buiit of tapestry brick and terra cotta.

The contract for doing the brick work on this building has been sublet to Wm. C. Powell, of this city. Mr. Powell
has recently secured the contract for doing the brick work on the new $40,000 colored high school in Laurel, Del.
Mr. Powell has about completed the building of a large brick addition to the boiler room of the Laurel Lumber
Company’s plant.

The Wicomico News, March 31, 1921
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CORNER STONE 1.0.O.F. TEMPLE LAID TUESDAY
Impressive Ceremonies Attend the Event—Many Visiting Lodgemen Present.

The corner stone of the new Odd Fellows Temple of Newton Lodge No. 56. situated on East Main street, was laid
at 3:30 P.M. Tuesday with impressive ceremonies.

Representatives of Odd Fellows lodges from all over the Eastern Shore attended the big event, as also did several
grand officers of the lodge from Baitimore and Western Maryland. Grand Master H. Dorsey Etchison, of Federick,
was in charge of the comer laying ceremonies, and was assisted by other grand officers of the order.

The day’s program opened at 1:30 P.M. in the First Regiment Armory with a reception to the grand officers, W. B.
Steven, Noble Grand, being master of the ceremonies. Preceding the cornerstone laying, a parade was held through
the city streets of Salisbury in which all the members of the local lodge and the visiting lodge men marched. Music
was furnished for the occasion by the 1. 0.0 F. Band, which also gave a concert at 4 P.M. in the Armory.

Supper was served in the basement of the Armory by Helping Hand Rebeckah Lodge No. 23, and at 6:30 P.M.
conferring of the first degree took place in the Armory, the work being done by the degree staff of Newton Lodge.

Much enthusiasm was created during the public meeting that was held at 8 P.M. in the Armory, as the keynote of
the meeting was the bringing to Salisbury of the new $100,000 Odd Fellows Home for the Orphans and Aged.

Mr. Fred P. Adkins, president of the Salisbury Chamber of Commerce, addressed the meeting and told the lodge
men that a free site would be given them if the order would locate the new home here. Every effort will be made to
establish the home in Salisbury and it is to be hoped that the efforts will be successful.



9. Major Bibliographical References Inventory No. WI-583

Land Records of Wicomico County. various volumes. Wicomico County Courthouse.
The Wicomico News, various issues. Wicomico County Free Library.

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of surveyed property 4,400 square feet
Acreage of historical setting 4.400 square feet
Quadrangle name Salisbury, Marvland Quadrangle scale: 1:24.000

Verbal boundary description and justification

The metes and bounds of this property are coincidental with the current boundary of the lot.

11. Form Prepared by

nameftitle Paul B. Touart

organization Private Consultant date 3/29/2001

street & number P.O.Box 3 telephone  410-651-1094
city or town Westover state Maryland 21871

The Maryland inventory of Historic Properties was officially created by an Act of the Maryland Legislature
to be found in the Annotated Code of Maryland. Article 41, Section 181 KA,
1974 supplement.

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and record purposes oniy
and do hot constitute any infringement of individual property rights.

return to: Maryland Historical Trust
DHCD/DHCP
100 Community Place
Crownsville, MD 21032-2023
410-514-7€00
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Crabbe, superintendent of the Mary-; Aged. g e eité In the affections of woniew, €X- | the
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s . ; ‘ e L= 2 er wlth the llogerle Inves, val, 4
The store of C. W. Bunting Co., on AF“"‘ I)eput; Gray atiid J_;‘-i_’ » Irlsh crochet and filet. The | #
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Y Canas B B b Saiud juﬂ& Mrs. Willis Parker. .
o , wha . 10T e r. and Mrs.. Will Timmons  arel
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& ! S Roy Fatiow, of Pul
b4 - not put the association . i+ absos | mo:._.r. :ﬁ,:[r’m{. -h]-ah-l.n\ A1k ‘!; L
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