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One of the most distinctive elements of Salisbury's skyline is the cylindrical iron 

standpipe that rises from the crest of Lemmon Hill in the Newtown Historic District. 

Assembled in curved iron panels riveted horizontally and vertically, the standpipe is 

finished at its top with an iron cresting executed in a latticework design that also features 

a series of finials topped by stylized iron crowns. Executed in 1888 following the 

devastating 1886 fire that destroyed the town, the 165-foot standpipe was built as part of 

a new water system installed by a New York firm, J. A Cloude & Company. Within 

months following the October fire, the need for a reliable water system was voiced in the 

Salisbury Advertiser. On June 4, 1887, the article stated, 

Our town is in need of a supply of wholesome drinking water. The underground 
supply has long since become unfit for use, on account of the decaying animal 
matter from the cemeteries and from impurities carried from our streets; 
especially in this case, in the central portions of the town. When the town is 
rebuilt, the demand/or water works will be even greater; as many of the stores on 
Main St. have dwellings above. If individual capital can be found to under the 
enterprise, let us look it up, if not let the town furnish the means. A good water 
supply not only furnishes the luxury of wholesome drinking water and cleanly 
streets, but lessons our insurance-an item of consideration. 

Shortly thereafter, the town commissioners negotiated an agreement with J. A Cloude & 

Company of New York for the construction of a water system as a franchise that private 

individuals would help finance through stock purchases. By June 1888 ground had been 

broken for construction, and the newspaper announced that $8,000 worth of stock had 

been purchased but that the full cost of the water system would range around $15, 000 to 

$20,000. It was estimated that the system would be turned on by the first of July. 
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Although the construction took a few months longer, the Salisbury Water Company, as 

the franchise was locally known, stated their rates in early August. For dwellings the 

company charged $6.00 per year for a "hydrant" in the kitchen, $3.60 for a bathroom 

connection, and $1.25 for each "wash stand." A little over a month later the newspaper 

announced that the water was turned on, 

Last Wednesday afternoon the machinery at the Water Company was put in 
motion for the purpose of filling the stand pipe. The machinery worked first rate, 
in fact entirely satisfactory. The work of filling the standpipe which has a 
capacity of 90, 000 gallons, was accomplished in five hours. Under ordinary 
Circumstances this will be done in a much shorter time as the machinery was not 
run to its full capacity. The work of driving the wells is not yet accomplished 
The water used was taken from the river. 

The standpipe and system of mains installed by the Salisbury Water Company 

served the needs of the city until the early twentieth century, although sizable population 

growth during the early twentieth century outstripped its capacity. By the early 1920s 

studies were done on the system which indicated the need for a new and more modern 

System. The Salisbury Water and Sewer Commission was established in 1924 with the 

issuance of a bonding authority by the Maryland state legislature. Two years later the 

bonds were actually sold, and the commission started work designing and building a new 

facility on East Main Street. At the same time, the commission purchased the franchise 

and physical property held by the Salisbury Water Company. Attorney B. A. Johnson 

executed the purchase on behalf of the commission for $52,000. The old standpipe was 

used as part of the enlarged city water system until the middle years of the twentieth 

century when it was abandoned. 



Maryland Historical Trust 
Maryland Inventory of 
Historic Properties Form 

1. Name of Property (indicate preferred name) 
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name City of Salisbury 
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4. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse registry of deeds etc Wjcomjco Crnmty Clerk of Court 

city, town Salisbury tax map 
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_x_structure 
__ site 

Ownership 
__public 
__ private 
__ both 

__ commerce/trade __ recreation/culture 
__ defense __ religion 
_x _domestic __ social 

__ object __ education __ transportation 
__ funerary __ work in progress 
__ government __ unknown 
__ health care __ vacanUnot in use 
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_ not for publication 
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Condition 

excellent 

_good 

JL_ fair 

deteriorated 
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altered 
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Prepare both a one paragraph summary and a comprehensive description of the resource and its various elements as it 
exists today. 

The Salisbury Water Company standpipe is located on the crest of Lemmon Hill on the west side of 
Bush Street in the Newtown Historic District of Salisbury, Wicomico County, Maryland. Once part of 
the Salisbury Water Company's facility erected in 1888. 

Supported on a poured concrete base, the cylindrical, iron standpipe rises 165-feet and is 
approximately fifteen feet in breadth. The base of the tower is stabilized by iron buttresses. The tower 
consists of curved iron sections assembled in horizontal bands riveted horizontally as well as vertically. 
Approximately half the tower is covered in ivy. The top of the standpipe is finished with a decorative 
iron cresting executed in a latticework design accented with a series of crown-shaped iron finials. An 
exterior ladder formerly provided access to the top of the standpipe, but most of it has been removed for 
safety concerns. 
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Check and justify below 

economics 
education 

K. engineering 
entertainment/ 

recreation 
_ ethnic heritage 
_ exploration/ 

settlement 

health/medicine _ performing arts 
_ industry _ philosophy 

invention _ politics/government 
_ landscape architecture religion 

law science 
literature _ social history 

_ maritime history _ transportation 
_ military other: 

Architect/Builder J. A. Cloude & Co. 

____ Maryland Register __ x~_not evaluated 

Prepare a one-paragraph summary statement of significance addressing applicable criteria, followed by a narrative discussion of the 
history of the resource and its context. (For compliance projects, complete evaluation on a DOE Form - see manual.) 

One of the most distinctive elements of Salisbury's skyline is the cylindrical iron standpipe that rises 
from the crest of Lemmon Hill in the Newtown Historic District. Assembled in curved iron panels 
riveted horizontally and vertically, the standpipe is finished at the top with an iron cresting executed in a 
latticework design that also features a series finials topped by stylized iron crowns. Erected in 1888 
following the devastating 1886 fire that destroyed the town, the 165-foot standpipe was built as part of a 
new water system installed by a New York firm, J. A Cloude & Co. Within the months following the 
October fire, the need for a reliable water system was voiced in the Salisbury Advertiser. On June 4, 
1887, a short article stated, 

Our town is in need of a supply of wholesome drinking water. The underground supply has long 
since become unfit for use, on account of the decaying animal matter from the cemeteries and from 
impurities carried from our streets; especially in this case, in the central portions of the town. When 
the town is rebuilt, the demand/or water works will be even greater; as many of the stores on Main 
St. will have dwellings above. If individual capital can be found to undertake the enterprise, let us 
look it up, if not let the town furnish the means. A good water supply not only furnishes the luxury of 
wholesome drinking water and cleanly streets, but lessons our insurance--an item of 
consideration. 1 

Shortly thereafter the town commissioners negotiated an agreement with J. A. Cloude & Company of 
New York for the construction of a water system as a franchise that private individuals would help 
finance through stock purchases. By June 1888 ground had been broken for construction, and the 
newspaper announced that $8,000 worth of stock had been purchased but that the full cost of the water 
system would range between $15,000 and $20,000. 2 It was estimated that the system would be turned 
on by the first of July. Although the construction took somewhat longer, the Salisbury Water Company, 
as the franchise was known locally, stated their rates in early August. For dwellings the company 
charged $6.00 per year for a "hydrant" in the kitchen, $3 .60 for a bathroom service, and $1.25 for each 

1 Salisbury Advertiser, June 4, 1887. 
2 Salisbury Advertiser, June 2, 1888. 
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"wash stand."3 A little over a month later the newspaper announced in a short article that the water was 
turned on, 

Last Wednesday afternoon the machinery at the Water Company was put in motion for the purpose 
of filling the stand pipe. The machinery worked first rate, in fact entirely satisfactory. lhe work of 
filling the stand pipe which has a capacity of 90, 000 gallons, was accomplished in five hours. 
Under ordinary circumstances this will be done in a much shorter time as the machinery was not 
run to its full capacity. lhe work of driving the wells is not yet accomplished The water used was 
taken from the river. 4 

The standpipe and system of mains installed by the Salisbury Water Company served the needs of the 
city until the early twentieth century, when the sizable population increases required modern systems by 
the early 1920s. The Salisbury Water and Sewer Commission was established in 1924 with the issuance 
of a bond appropriation through the Maryland state legislature. Two years later the bonds were actually 
sold, and the commission started work designing a new facility on East Main Street, and at the same 
time, the group purchased the franchise and physical property of the Salisbury Water Company. 
Attorney B. A. Johnson executed the purchase on behalf of the commission for $52,000.5 The old 
standpipe was used as part of the enlarged city water system until the middle years of the twenty century 
when it was abandoned. 

3 Salisbury Advertiser, August 11, 1888. 
4 Salisbury Advertiser, September 15, 1888. 
5 Salisbury Advertiser, May 15, 1926. 
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Our town is in need of a supply of wholesome drinking water. The underground supply has long since 
become unfit for use, on account of the decaying animal matter from the cemeteries and from impurities 
carried from our streets; especially in this case, in the central portions of the town. When the town is rebuilt, 
the demand for water works will be even greater; as many of the stores on Main St. will have dwellings 
above. If individual capital can be found to undertake the enterprise, let us look it up, if not let the town 
furnish the means. A good water supply not only furnishes the luxury of wholesome drinking water and 
cleanly streets, but lessens our insurance--an item of consideration. 

Salisbury Advertiser, December 10, 1887. 

On Water Supply 

Sometime during the summer, our Town Commissioners granted to J. A. Cloude & Co. an exclusive 
franchise to lay water mains in our streets to supply the town with water; the works to be completed within 
twelve months. Owing to the delay in beginning the work, and the rumors that the Company were (sic) 
hocking the franchise on the streets of Philadelphia, and New York, a number of our enterprising citizens 
and property owners on the principal streets have joined in an effort to supply themselves with water. They 
have subscribed the necessary amount of money and appointed a committee to go before the town 
Commissioners last Wednesday evening and ask the privilege of putting down mains. They were promised 
the necessary franchise as soon as they incorporated themselves, under the general act of incorporation, 
which they expressed an intention to do so as soon as possible. 

The company have (sic) decided to lay mains, we understand, along Main and Division Sts., and supply 
all persons desiring it, with water, and branch out as the demand requires it. The plan is to pump the water 
into a standpipe of thirty thousand gallons capacity, by means of windmills. 

It is, we understand, the opinion of lawyers here, that the commissioners have no power to grant exclusive 
franchises for any privileges. 

Salisbury Advertiser, June 2, 1888 

The New Water-works 

Ground was broken last Monday by the company for the purpose of laying conduit pipes for our water­
works. The work is progressing quite rapidly. Dr. Bell, the Secretary, says they will be in full operation by 
the first of July. At present, about $8,000 of the stock has been subscribed, and it is estimated that the works, 
when completed, will cost fully $15,000, and probably $20,000. The company's books are still open for 
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subscriptions. It is desired to have as much of the stock as possible taken in the town, and especially by 
property holders whose property will be supplied. So far only one thousand dollars has been subscribed 
outside of the town. It is important, too, that all the charter franchises of the company be specific, definite 
and well understood, for neither the company nor the town want any law suits from misunderstanding. The 
subject is one that not only interests us now, but will, in all probability, interest the town for the next hundred 
years. The mains which the company are laying seem to be of a substantial nature that promise great 
durability and use. 

Salisbury Advertiser, August 11, 1888 

The Salisbury Water Company have (sic) adopted rates, and are now preparing to have them issued. The 
rates seem very reasonable. For dwellings, it is $6.00 per year for hydrant in the kitchen; $3.60 bath room, 
and $1.25 for each stationery (sic) wash stand. For all other purposes the rates seem to be in about the same 
proportion. 

Salisbury Advertiser, September 15, 1888 

Water Turned On 

Last Wednesday afternoon the machinery at the Water Company was put in motion for the purpose of 
filling the stand pipe. The machinery worked first rate, in fact entirely satisfactory. The work of filling the 
stand pipe which has a capacity of 90,000 gallons, was accomplished in five hours. Under ordinary 
circumstances this will be done in a much shorter time as the machinery was not run to its full capacity. The 
work of driving the wells is not yet accomplished. The water used was taken from the river. 

Salisbury Advertiser, February 18, 1899 

The stand-pipe presented a picture of great beauty, as a result of an overflow of water which froze to the spiral 
stairway as it descended earthward. From one point of view it presented the appearance of a huge icicle, rising 
perpendicularly a hundred feet. Our amateur photographers took several snap-shots of it, as well as of the streets. 
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Quadrangle scale: ~1:=2~4 ~oo~o~----

The metes and bounds of this property are coincidental with the current boundary of the lot. 
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