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L. Atwood Bennett House 
Salisbury 
Private 

C. 1910 

Prominent among the structures on Elizabeth Street in the Ne\\>tO\\>n Historic District is the 

generously sized and well detailed frame dwelling historically known as the L. Atwood Bennett 

house. The squarish, two-and-a-half story, double-pile residence is capped by a broad hip roof 

featuring extended eaves with exposed rafter tails. The hip roof is alos defined by a series of hip 

roofed dormers which have open eaves and exposed rafter ends as well. Other significant 

elements of the design are the Tuscan columned front porch that \\>Taps the front, bay windows 

that project from each side, and a beautifully executed leaded glass window that lights the 

stairwell. Built around 1910, the design of the Bennett house blends architectural features from 

the Victorian, Colonial Revival, and bungalow styles. 

L. Atwood Bennett was a leading attorney in Salisbury during the first half of the 

twentieth century. He also ran for public office and held a state delegate's seat in 1904-05, and 

was a state senator for Wicomico County between 1916 and 1919. In 1907, he purchased two 

lots, Numbers 4 and 7, from S. King and Iris Tull White. The two adjacent lots comprised a 

rectangular parcel that extended from Elizabeth Street back to the right-of-way for the B. C. & A. 

railroad. L. Atwood Bennett and his wife occupied the house during their lifetimes. Following 

Atwood Bennett's death in 1952 the property was sold by the estate trustees to E. Dorothy Todd, 

in whose name the property remained until 1989. 



Maryland Historical Trust 
Maryland Inventory of 
Historic Properties Form 

1. Name of Property (indicate preferred name) 

historic L. Atwood Bennett House 

other E. Dorothy Todd House 

2. Location 
street and number 105 Elizabeth Street 

city, town Salisbury 

county Wicomico County 

3. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners) 

name Evehn B. Holman 

street and number 105 Elizabeth Street 

city, town Salisburv state MD 

4. Location of Legal Description 

Inventory No. WI-594 

not for publication 

vicinity 

telephone 

zip code 21801 

courthouse registry of deeds etc Wjcomjco Crnmty Clerk of Court liber 1187 folio 871 

city. town Salisbury tax map 104 tax parcel 610 

5. Primaey Location of Additional Pata 
___ Contributing Resource in National Register District 
___ Contributing Resource in Local Historic District 
___ Determined Eligible for the National Register/Maryland Register 
___ Determined Ineligible for the National Register/Maryland Register 
___ Recorded by HASS/HAER 
___ Historic Structure Report or Research Report at MHT 

other: 

6. Classification 

Category 
__ district 

_x _building(s) 
__ structure 
__ site 
__ object 

Ownership 
__public 
_x_private 
__ both 

Current Function 
__ agriculture 
__ commerce/trade 
__ defense 

_x _domestic 
__ education 
__ funerary 
__ government 
__ health care 
__ industry 

__ landscape 
__ recreation/culture 
__ religion 
__ social 
__ transportation 
__ work in progress 
__ unknown 
__ vacanUnot in use 
__ other: 

tax ID number 5-022401 

Resource Count 
Contributing 

1 

1 

Noncontributing 
____ buildin 
____ sites 
____ structu s 
____ object' 
____ Total 

Number of Contributing Resource 
previously listed in the Inventory 



7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

..L good 
fair 

deteriorated 

ruins 
altered 

Inventory No. WI-594 

Prepare both a one paragraph summary and a comprehensive description of the resource and its various elements as it 
exists today. 

The L. Atwood Bennett house stands at 105 Elizabeth Street in the Newtown Historic District of Salisbury, 
Wicomico County, Maryland. The two-and-a-half story, four-bay, double-pile frame dwelling is supported 
on a raised brick foundation with a partially excavated cellar. The exterior is clad "ith a combination of narrow 
weatherboard siding and wood shingles. The medium pitched hip roof is covered with asphalt shingles. 

Built around 1910, the two-and-a-half story frame house has a slightly asymmetrical four-bay main fa9ade 
with the front entrance located in the second bay from the west comer. The five-panel front door is topped by a 
leaded glass transom. Twelve-over-one sash windows light the first floor and are flanked by louvered shutters. 
The entire first floor is sheltered by a wraparound porch supported on Tuscan columns and featuring a square 
baluster handrail. The center of the porch is marked by a shallow pitched gable roof finished with an extended 
eave and block supports. The second floor is lighted by four regularly spaced nine-over-one sash windows 
flanked by louvered shutters. The edge of the roof is finished with an extended eave, open soffit and exposed 
rafter ends. Centered on the hip roof is a hip roofed dormer fitted with paired six-over-one sash windows and 
sheathed with wood shingles. The dormer roof, like the main block, has an extended eave, open soffit and 
exposed rafter ends. 

The east side of the house is an asymmetrically oriented fa9ade with a portion of the wall surface sheltered by 
the Tuscan columned porch. In addition, a single story bay window fitted with six-over-one sash windows also 
marks the east elevation. Rising through the roof is an off-center brick stack laid \\'ith fine butter joints and 
topped by a rusticated stone cap. The east side of the roof slope is marked by a pair of hip roofed dormers 
fitted with six-over-one sash windows. Like the front dormer, the low pitched hip roofs have extended eaves, 
open soffits, and exposed rafter ends. 

The west side of the house is an asymmetrical elevation featuring a large, round arched window of leaded 
panes and colored glass. The large arched window is positioned between floors to light the stair landing. On the 
first floor a single-story bay window is fitted with six-over-one sash windows. Fixed atop the roof is a single hip 
roofed dormer filled with a tripartite window. An interior brick stack of finely jointed brickwork is finished with 
a rusticated cap. 

Attached to the back of the house is a two-story, shed roofed porch. The interior was not seen. 



8. Significance 
Period 

1600-1699 
1700-1799 
1800-1899 

x 1900-1999 
2000-

Specific dates 

Areas of Significance 

_ agriculture 
_ archeology 
x architecture 

art 
commerce 
communications 

_ community planning 
conservation 

Construction dates 

Evaluation for: 

___ National Register 

Inventory No. WI-594 

Check and justify below 

economics 
education 

_ engineering 
entertainmenU 

recreation 
_ ethnic heritage 
_ exploration/ 

settlement 

health/medicine _ performing arts 
_ industry _ philosophy 

invention _ politics/government 
_ landscape architecture religion 

law science 
literature _ social history 

_ maritime history _ transportation 
_ military other: 

Architect/Builder 

____ Maryland Register x not evaluated ----

Prepare a one-paragraph summary statement of significance addressing applicable criteria, followed by a narrative discussion of the 
history of the resource and its context. (For compliance projects, complete evaluation on a DOE Form - see manual.) 

Prominent among the structures on Elizabeth Street in the Newtown Historic District is the generously sized 
frame dwelling historically known as L. Atwood Bennett house. The squarish two-and-a-half story, double-pile 
house is capped by a broad hip roof featuring extended eaves with exposed rafter tails. The hip roof is also 
defined by a series of hip roofed dormers which have open eaves and exposed rafter ends as well. Other 
significant elements of the design are the Tuscan columned front porch that wraps around the front, bay windows 
that project from each side, and a beautifully executed leaded glass window that lights the stairwell. Built around 
1910, the design of the Bennett house blends architectural features from the Victorian, Colonial Revival, and 
bungalow styles. 

L. Atwood Bennett was a principal attorney in Salisbury. He also ran for public office and held a state 
delegate's seat in 1904-05, and was a state senator for Wicomico County between 1916 and 1919.1 In 1907, he 
purchased two lots, Number 4 and 7, from S. King and Iris Tull White. 2 The two adjacent lots comprised a 
rectangular parcel that extended from Elizabeth Street back to the right-of-way for the B. C. & A. railroad. L. 
Atwood Bennett and his wife Alice occupied the house during their lifetimes. Following Atwood Bennett's death 
in 1952 the property was sold by estate trustees to E. Dorothy Todd, in whose name the property remained until 
1989.3 

1 "Biography-Business, Sketches of Pleasing Personalities in the City of Salisbury and Wicomico County," published by the City o 
Salisbury, 1934-35, p. 9. 
2 Wicomico County Land Record, EAT 56/310, 23 October 1907. 
3 Wicomico County Land Record, 1187/871, 28 July 1989. 



Maryland Historical Trust 
Maryland Inventory of 
Historic Properties Form 

Name L. Atwood Bennett House 
Continuation Sheet 

Number~ Page 1 

L. Atwood Bennett House 
105 Elizabeth Street 
Salisbury, Wicomico County, Maryland 

Chain of title, Map 104, Parcel 610 

1187/871 

7/28/1989 

Edith Wilson Johnson, Personal Representative of 
E. Dorothy Todd 

to 

Evelyn Blose Holman 

Inventory No. WI-594 

$70,000 Lots No. 4 and 7 of the S. King White land as laid out by Peter S. 
Shockley, SWC, 11127/1903, EAT 67/31 

JWTS 388/244 

7/12/1955 

Chancery Case 
No. 9251 

Lewis C. Merryman, et al. (John William Long) as trustees 

to 

Edith Dorothy Todd 

L. Atwood Bennett (died on June 19, 1952) 

Leaving no heirs 

2nd Item in Will 



Maryland Historical Trust 
Maryland Inventory of 
Historic Properties Form 

Name L. Atwood Bennett House 
Continuation Sheet 

Number~ Page 2 

EAT 56/310 S. King White and Iris Tull White 

to 

10/23/1907 L. Atwood Bennett 

Inventory No. WI-594 

$1,600 Lots 4 and 7 of the S. King White land as laid out 11127/1903 

JTI 34/283 Elihu E. Jackson 

to 

12/19/1902 S. King White 



9. Major Bibliographical References Inventory No. WI-594 

"Biography-Business: Sketches of Pleasing Personalities Jn the City of Salisbury and Wicomico County," published by the City 
of Salisbury. 1934-35. 

Wicomico County Land Records, various volumes, Wicomico County Courthouse. 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of surveyed property 
Acreage of historical setting 
Quadrangle name 

14.976 sauare feet 
14,976 square feet 
Salisbury, Maryland 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

Quadrangle scale: .-1=:2-"4'"""0-=-oo ______ _ 

The metes and bounds of this property are coincidental with the current boundary of the lot. 

11. Form Prepared by 

name/title 

organization 

street & number 

city or town 

Paul B. Touart 

Private Consultant date 6/10/2001 

P. 0. Box5 telephone 410-651-1094 

Westover state Maryland 21871 

The Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties was officially created by an Act of the Maryland Legislature 
to be found in the Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and record purposes only 
and do not constitute any infringement of individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
DHCD/DHCP 
100 Community Place 
Crownsville, MD 21032-2023 
410-514-7600 
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H. L. Gordy-Ph.G. 
Howard L. Gordy, familiarly known to a large circle 

"f friends and acquaintances as "Doc." was born In 
Laure•!, DPlawc1e, J11lv J:lth, Hl02. The second son of Mr. 
am! Mrs. Frank Con(,· nf that city. Graduating from the 
High Srhonl in L:rnrrl. hr entrred the University of Mary
land to study Pharmacy, rrceiving his degrc•c of Ph.G. 
in ln22. 

Dr. Gordy is a nwmhr:r of the Kappa Ksi medical 
fraternitv, the Lion's Cluh. and the Masonic order of 
this cit}:. He is a mrmbe, of the Methorlist Episcopal 
Church, and actinly identified with every phase of the 
city's business and social life. 

Jn Fchruary of l riz;, he married Miss Hilda Causey 
of \Vhite HavPn, Md .. and tl1e:v have two chilc'rcn, a boy 
:ind a. girl. 

Dr. Conly has marle his home in Salishury for the 
past twelve yearn, where' he has successfully conducted 
one of the largest and most complete drug stores on the 
Peninsula. AssociatC'd with him in business is Dr. S. A. 
Williams of Laun•!. DC'laware, in whose store he was 
formrrly employed as a clerk. 

llis pl•·asing pcrs"nality h l; v<on for him ma'ly friends 
and under his management "Touloon's" has become one 
of the outstanding stores of its kind on the Peninsula. 

In the parlance of the street, pr. Gordy is what 
might lw termrd a nat1iral horn Dn1ggist, and his know
ledge of the fine art of mixing pills and potions is exer
cised with meticulous care. His uniform courtesy to all 
alike, and his scrnpulous attention to the business at hand 
hris made him one of the most p0pular young business 
men of the city. 

Roy .J. Rhodes 
Roy J. Rhodes 

was born at Rhodes
d a 1 e , Dorchester 
County, Md. Aug. 
22, 1889. The son of 
J u d g c and Mrs. 
Wm. L. Rhodes. ot 
Rho cl es dale, Md., 
where his mother 
still resides. 

The town litkes 
its name from the 
Rhodes family. 

Mr. Rhodes is a 
m e m b e r of th c 
Mrthoclist F:pis'.·op'll 

~:::·· .-.. ·· 

!~J:'.::%~J;f~;&:";:/ 4fJ, .. 
this city. He has IC'- ., . 

sidcrt in Salish11r:-· ~
for the last twenty
five years. His bus- . 
iness activities in
includC'd telegraphy, \ 
Frright and Passen- i 
ger Agent, and chirf ·!t 
accountant of the B. 
C. & A. !{. R. He is 
now GC>neral Manager for the R. J. Rhodes distributing 
Co. wholesale distributors of B!11e Hihhon hC'cr and other 
beverages. Serving with the 79th Division of the 304 Fie'd 
Signal Battalion, he saw activc sC'rvir(' in the Argonne 
sector and at the battle of Bellew woods. At the close of 
the war he was honorahly dischargNl with the tank of 
first class Sergeant. He is unmarried. Further mention 
of Mr. Rhodes appears in "spC'cial mC'ntion" column of 
this issue. 

Frank A. Mitchell 
Frank A. Mitchell was born at Newrrrk. \.\'01-c('st('r 

County, Maryland, April 14, 18!14. His parl'nts were 
George W. and Charlotte F,. Mitchell of that County. 
Accepting a position with the Salisbury Light. Heat rrm! 
Power Company, he removed to Salisbury in Hll3. and 
except for a short period. spent in the srrvirc of the 
Pennsylvania Railroad at Cape Charles, Virginia. and his 
service with the United States Army during the \Vorld 
War, he has resided in this city. 

He is a Methodist Protestant ancl a member of the 
Bethesda M. P. Church. He ma rriccl Miss IrC'nC' Kent of 
·worcester County, and they make their home at fJOO 
Camden Avenue. 

F,nlisting in May, l !'Jl 8, Mr. Mitchell was assignrr! 
to the 312th Machine Gun Battalion of liH' 7!1th I livision 
and participated in the MuesC'-Argonne offrnsive. Heceiv
ing his honorahle discharge in June, l!ll!l. h(' rct11rr]('d 
to the Eastern Shore and reentered the l'mploy of the 
Eastern Shore Public Service Company, of which he is 
now Vice President and General Manager. 

His advancement is a striking example of what am
bition and industry can accomplish. By s!ll'rr mnit he 
advanced himself from one position to anotlwr with his 
Company until he was appointed to the place he now 
holds. 

With an utter lark of afTf'ctation, whirh is alwavs 
an index to the character of the man, hf' is still knn~'n 
to his friends as "Frank." No man in the community is 
more highly regarded than Frank A. Mitchell. and none 
is more worthy of the confidence ancl cstN·m whirh he 
enjoys. 

L. Atwood Bennett 

L. Atwood Bennett, long a prominent fig-11rr in the 
community, and one of the leading attorncys of this sec
tion, was born in Somerset county, Oct. 2:.th. l H7:l. His 
parents were James L. and Alice K. Bennett. !Joth nil.lives 
of Somerset county. 

He receind his early educational training- in the 
public schools of the county, and later entercr! Western 
Maryland College, where he was graduated with the de
gree of A.B. in 1894. 

He studied law at the University of Maryi1.nd, and 
received his L.L.B. in 1897. Mr. Bennett established his 
practice in Salisbury immC'diately after his graduation. 
where he has since resided. On Februarv 2Rth, l!J02, he 
was married to Miss Alice C. Catlin, and ·u"·v m:il<c their 
home at 105 Elizabeth St. · 

In addition to a large law practice, Mr. EennC'tt has 
found time for many civic and social activities. He was 
City Solicitor for Salisbury for eight years, was a mem
ber of the Legislature in 1904, and served in thr Mary
land State Senate during the sessions of l!H6, l!ll7 am! 
1918. Busy with the cares of a large practice, it is doubt
ful if Mr. Bennett himself could furnish a complf'tr list or 
the many positions of trust and responsibility he has 
filled. He attends the Methodist Episcopal Church, but hf' 
is not dogmatic. He is a member of several of the l<frger 
fraternities, but the innate kindness of his hP:uf JW,aks 
over the boundaries of creed and dogma, and H1'<1S ex
pression in tolerance, in forhParance ancl a lovc for hu
manity that reaches out to all the children of men. Truly 
it can be said of him that he "goes about doing good." 
His Christianity is practical, and no man in the com
munity is more highly esteemed than Atwood Bennett. 
His friends and neighbors know him-love him and trust 
him. What more could be said? 
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