WI-632 1912
Richardson Apartment House
Salisbury
Private
One of the most architecturally creative buildings on the east side of Salisbury is the
Richardson apartment house, a three-story Flemish bond brick structure of
unconventional design and construction. Dated to 1912 by a marble datestone set at the
third floor level, the apartment block was built with a wide array of decorative
brickwork. The principal street elevations are laid in Flemish bond with headers
executed in a reddish brown glaze that contrasts with the lighter colored stretchers. The
overall checkerboard pattern in Flemish bond is enriched with an overlay of a bold diaper
pattern executed in a contrasting grayish-white colored brick. Further enhancing the
main elevations are a combination of double tiered jack arches as well as several round
windows bordered by the grayish-white colored brick. The multi-sided, three-story
apartment block is capped by a heavy metal cornice along the principal street elevations.
The marble datestone not only documents the building’s year of construction, but
it states that Lloyd A. and Lorah A. Richardson were the architects and builders. A short
notice in The Wicomico News on April 25, 1912 announced,
On the corner of East Church and Isabella Streets Mr. Lloyd Richardson is
building a three story and basement structure that will contain a storeroom in the
centre (sic) with apartments for families on each side and above the storeroom.

The front is being constructed of mottled brick, and will present an attractive
appearance.

During April 1912, Lloyd A. and Lorah A. Richardson were joined with Dean W. and

Arnold S. Richardson, as tenants in common, in the purchase of the corner lot bound by
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East Isabella and East Church streets. The Richardson family maintained ownership of

this distinctive structure until the early 1970s.




Maryland Historical Trust Inventory No.  WI-632
Maryland Inventory of
Historic Properties Form

1. Name of Property (indicate preferred name)
historic Richardson Apartment House
other

2. Location

street and number 500 East Isabella Street __not for publication
city, town Salisbury vicinity
county Wicomico

3. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners)

_name _ Bobby L. and Deborah [eath
street and number 304 Calvin Drive telephone
city, town Salisbury state  Marvland zio code 21804

4. Location of Legal Description
. Wicomicn C Clerk of C . s folio 123

city, town _Salisbury tax map 108 tax parcel 1018 tax ID number 5-013747

Contributing Resource in National Register District

Contributing Resource in Local Historic District

Determined Eligible for the National Register/Maryland Register
Determined Ineligible for the National Register/Maryland Register
Recorded by HABS/HAER

Historic Structure Report or Research Report 2t MHT

Other:

6. Classification

Category Ownership Current Function Resource Count
__ district __ public __agriculture landscape Contributing Noncontributing
x__building(s) _x private ___ commerce/trade recreation/culture 1 o buildings
__ structure ____both __ defense religion - o sites
__ site ' x_domestic social structures
__object __education ___transportation objects
funerary __ work in progress 1 Tctal
____government __ unknown
__ health care ____vacant/not in use Number of Contributing Resources

__ industry __ other: previously listed in the Inventory



7. Description Inventory No. WI-632

Condition
____excellen* ____ deteriorated
x__good ___ruins
___fair ____ altered

Prepare both a one paragraph summary and a comprehensive description of the resource and its various elements as it
exists today.

The Richardson Apartment House stands at 500 East Isabella Street at the intersection of East Isabella and East
Church streets on the east side of Salisbury, Wicomico County, Maryland. The three-story brick apartment house
faces north.

Built in 1912, the three-story, blockish brick apartment house is supported on a fully excavated foundation,
and the Flemish and common bond brick walls rise to a low shed roof that slopes from front to back for water
drainage. The building is an unusual, multi-sided structure built to conform to the corner location. A center,
five-sided section housed a store on the first floor and rental apartments above. Flanking the center block are
wings recessed back from the front wall and infilled originally with single-story shed roofed porches. The
flanking wings are five-sided structures with a multi-storied porch on the rear elevation.

The north wall of the center block is defined on the first floor by a center double-door entrance with partially
glazed doors behind a center brick pier. The walls to each side are laid in Flemish bond with the headers executed
in a reddish brown color brick. Overlaying the checkerboard pattern is an diaper brick pattern in lighter grayish
white brick. The single-pane sash windows are topped by an unconventional double jack-arch design in grayish
white brick. Fixed in the third story floor level of the main facade is a marble datestone inscribed, “Lloyd A. and
Lorah A. Richardson, Architect & Builder, 1912.” The top of the main block is capped with a heavy metal
cornice.

The east side of the apartment block is four bays across with single-pane sash windows topped by triple
course segmental arches. Two rowlocks and a header course comprise the segmental arch. Four two-pane
window openings spanned by segmental arches light the cellar. The six-course common bond brick wall rises to
a stepped parapet wall covered with a terra cotta cap.

The southwest wall is laid in Flemish bond with four bays marked by single-pane sash windows spanned by
segmental jack arches. A modern wood deck stretches across the back of the building and allows access to rear

entrances.

The interior was not seen.




8. Significance Inventory No. WI-632

Period Areas of Significance Check and justify below
__ 1600-1699 __ agriculture __ economics __ health/medicine __ performing arts
___ 1700-1799 __ archeology __ education __ industry __ philosophy
_ 1800-1899 X architecture __ engineering __ invention __ politics/government
x 1900-1999 __eart entertainment/ __landscape architecture religion
___2000- __ commerce recreation __law __ science
__ communications ___ ethnic heritage __ literature __ social history
__ community planning  __ exploration/ __ maritime history __ transportation
__ conservation settlement __ military __ other:
Specific dates Architect/Builder Lloyd A. and Lorah A. Richardson

Construction dates 1912

Evaluation for:

National Register Maryland Register X not evaluated

Prepare a one-paragraph summary statement of significance addressing applicable criteria, followed by a narrative discussion of the
history of the resource and its context. (For compliance projects, complete evaluation on a DOE Form — see manual.)

One of the most architecturally creative buildings on the east side of Salisbury is the Richardson
Apartment House, a three-story Flemish bond brick structure of unconventional design and
construction. Dated to 1912 by a marble stone set at the third story level, the apartment block was
built with an unusual array of decorative brickwork. The principal elevations are laid in Flemish
bond with headers executed in a reddish brown glaze that contrasts with the lighter colored stretchers.
The overall checkerboard pattern in Flemish bond is enriched with an overlay of a bold diaper
pattern executed 1n a contrasting grayish-white colored brick. Further enhancing the main elevations
are a combination of double tiered jack arches as well as several round windows bordered by a
grayish-white brick. The multi-sided, three-story apartment block is capped by a heavy metal
cornice along the principal street elevations.

The marble datestone not only documents the building’s year of construction, but it states that
Lloyd A. and Lorah A. Richardson were the architects and builders. A short notice printed in 7he
Wicomico News on April 25, 1912 announced,

On the corner of East Church and Isabella Streets Mr. Lloyd Richardson is building a three
story and basement structure which will contain a storeroom in the centre (sic) with apartments
for families on each side and above the storeroom. The front is being constructed of mottled
brick, and will present an attractive appearance.’

During April 1912 Lloyd A. and Lorah A. Richardson were joined with Dean W. and Amold S.
Richardson, as tenants in common, in the purchase of the corner lot bound by East Isabella and East

Churcl; streets. The Richardsons maintained ownership of this distinctive structure until the early
1970s.

' The Wicomico News, 25 April 1912.
* Wicomico County Land Record, 798/235, 1 August 1973.



Maryland Historical Trust

Maryland Inventory of

Historic Properties Form

Name Richardson Apartment House
Continuation Sheet

Number _8 Page1

Inventory No. WI-632

Richardson Apartment House

500 East Isabella Street

Salisbury, Wicomico County, Maryland
Chain of title

Map 108, Parcel 1018

1623/123

8/2/1998

JWTS 798/238

8/1/1973

798/235

8/1/1973

Jane R. Moore
June R. Lewis

to

Bobby L.Leath
Deborah L. Leath

Kenneth V. Heland
to

Jane R. Lewis
Richard A. Bromley, tenants in common

Paul F. Richardson
E. Dean Richardson
Jane Richardson Lewis

to

Kenneth V. Heland



Maryland Historical Trust
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Name Richardson Apartment House

Continuation Sheet

Number _8 Page?2

JWTS 722/68

10/27/1970

JWTS 722/62

10/27/1970

JWTS 2967297

5/7/1948

Don E. Richardson
to

Ruth Richardson Truitt
E. Dean W. Richardson
Linda P. Richardson

Ruth Richardson Truitt, et al. (Paul F. Richardson, and Luia B.
Richardson, Minnie J. Richardson, Jane Richardson Lewis, beneficiaries
of Denver R. Richardson

to

Don E. Richardson

(upon the death of said Mary R. Richardson, title to % interest became
vested in Denver R. Richardson, Paul F. Richardson, Ruth Richardson
Truirt)

Juanita M. Jones
to

Dean W. Richardson
Mary R. Richardson
Item Two—said property also known as the Brick Building in
Salisbury, Maryland
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Name Richardson Apartment House

Continuation Sheet

Number 8 Page 3

JWTS 299/397

5/7/1948

IDT 158/31

2/12/1929

IDT 157/585

2/5/1929

EAT 80/243

4/29/1912

Dean W. Richardson
Mary R. Richardson

to

Juanita M. Jones

Richard H. Hodgson
te

Dean W. Richardson et al. (Lorah A. Richardson and Arnold S.
Richardson)

E. J.C. Parsons, Collector of Taxes (Dean W. Richardson, Lloyd A.
Richardson, Lorah A. Richardson, Arnold S. Richardson)

t0
Richard H. Hodgson

said property sold due to delinquent taxes for the years 1920-1625
inclusive

Peter S. Richardson and Ellen B. Richardson
to

Dean W. Richardson, Lloyd A. Richardson, Lorah A. Richardson,
Arnold S. Richardson, tenants in common
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Name Richardson Apartment House
Continuation Sheet
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The Wicomico News, April 25, 1912
MUCH BUILDING IS UNDER WAY
In The Eastern Section Of The City At Present

MOST OF THEM ARE BRICK HOUSES

Building operations are quite active in East Salisbury at this time. Several large buildings are in course of
erection and plans are being prepared for others. All the buildings now under construction are cf brick.

On the comer of East Church and Isabella Streets Mr. Lloyd Richardson is building a three story and
basement structure which will contain a storeroom in the centre with apartments for families on each side
and above the storeroom. The front is being constructed of mottled brick, and will present an attractive
appearance.




9. Major Bibliographical References Inventory No. W1-632

The Wicomico News, 25 April 1912.
Wicomico County Land Records, various volumes, Wicomico County Courthouse.

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of surveyed property Va acre
Acreage of historical setting Y4 acre
Quadrangle name Salisbury. Maryland Quadrangle scale: 1:24.000

Verbal boundary description and justification

The metes and bounds of this property are coincidental with the current boundary of the lot.

11. Form Prepared by

nameftitle Paul B. Touart, Architectural Historian

organization Private Consultant date 11/3/2001

street & number P.O.Box 5 telephone  410-651-1094
city or town Westover state Maryland 21871

The Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties was officially created by an Act of the Maryland Legislature
to be found in the Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,
1974 supplement.

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and record purposes only
and do not constitute any infringement of individual property rights.

return to: Maryland Historica! Trust
DHCD/DHCP
100 Community Place
Crownsville, MD 21032-2023
410-514-7600
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« ~Rogeived A .Goed Vote—farker;| betln ' Strest—fange - lco m
Toadvime, Thghmaa Nominsted. | Houses Belng Erected. -

The Democrstic City Primaries ' éulidln; operations are quite
Dassed- off guietly . Monday after |8Ctive in Eset Salisbury at this
noon, althdugh a good  vote - was time. Severa} large buildings are

in coorse of erection and plans are
polled. The afternoon was rainy being prepared for others. All

and disagreeable, but 582 persons|the buildings now under comstruct-
went to the polls to register their |ion are of brick.
eholce tor Mayor and City Council- R

men. On Saturday the various can. On the corner of KEast Church
aid and lIsabella Streets Mr. Lloyd:
Ates met together and signed an Richardson $e& building a three

&greement to ablde by the result giory and basement structure which
Lg( the primacies and. support. .)m»wm contain A stéretoom fh ~ theé

onhocs. The primary ticket: centre with apartments .for famil-
] contained - the names of all the"“ onr each side and abdove the

! storeroom. The front s being
candid for Mayor and City' constructed of mottled brick, .and

Coum-JL Armnm -alphabetityily o1, min \aresent an SQTGCHve Mppodre
b bollot. and perbcl'lumou ud'nneo o
anr play Mtﬁoumulm conof T e .

test. The polls were kept o ' On  the opposite corner, across

!Fm Church Street, Thos Truitt
from oze to elght o'dlock, .o as to| ils  bullding a threest

Sive all an 0pPOTtABMY o Yote AD¢ home which extends through to
bave a. full-and free sxpression “of, | Ratiroad Avenue. “This dbuilding

their choice of candidates.  |also has a basement, and we under-
The results was as follows for | *taPd Wwill contain two store-rooms
Mayor. ‘on the ground floor.
Wm. F. Bounds, ~ 314. | ©
B. Fraak Keanerly, 356. | On the West side of Railroad
For Councilmen: .. Ave. Frank Bonneville ls remodel-
Herbert H. Hiteh, 269, ;In‘ his frame structure for use as a
L. Thomas Parker, 18 . hotel. Another story will be added,
Sanford A. Toadvine, 486. ‘mlklng it a three story bulldl‘n(.

wnmu» L. Tilghman, 457.
Mr. Tighman e e Dresent mem:| U0 lsabeia 8t Extended Leon
bor of the City Couacll. The "O,Mvuhk is erecting two brick dwel:
holdover membere being Messrs. 1. ilings which will contain six to
E. Jopes and Elmer E. Bradiey. ‘dgm rooms each. These wlll have
Mayor M bas served a term | : modern oonvenlenfo-
of two years. He defeated the ’ *
present nominee, Mr. Frank B. Wok has bhewen startad on the
Kennerly, two Yyears ago at the! irebuilding of the Iice plant on
seneral election. The w .mtlm‘\‘.“r Streeet which wWAS mmly
will be held Tuesday, May 7. .rhelvrockod by an explosion.The engine
primaries were conducted to the“’o“" and fuel rooms ared belng
satiafactton of aM the c‘ndlduu'm“r"”pd of brick This work
and unless the Ropubllcun ph«-«l' in charge of W. F. Bounds, who,

AP 2PS I | *ng et v e rirehine le wierw o, Vason Crnren
" ~% A " PN

WERE-QUIET. IS UNDER WAY

Flattering Vote—Mr. Hitch Was! rvad \venus—Four l)wel“n'ul

KOOPPOSITION &R
T0-GOVINGTON A

Domoemic Congressman WIII Deleg:
| Not Be Upposad '

,REPIIBUCAIS FAII.ED T0 FILE A LIST. A SUn:

.u The Primaries On  May 8Skxth Two
The Democratic Ballota Wil By
Contatma Only The Names Of Nex(

- «Onndidates  Fer = Presidomt—de-, Wil

- pulticam Tickéts Will Have Com-| ' Gay °

i jesting Bet Of Delegates Primted’

| Om Them. , , Report

! . . ) , . - The

Congressman J. Harry Covlnm[:::“‘;_

will bave no opposition in the Pri-! : Theod o
maries to be held in May and as! gates ¢
the Republicans falled to file the, county,
ovame of a candidate in the Primar-.A most
ies the Congressman will have  Grange
! walk-prer (n the general dec(lon,ﬂue ®
!snd | assured of his nominaton ».u a
tand-ddection without “oppoaiffon.This| The -
s a ,Teat compliment to. Co: ﬁ“ was
gresamay Covington and shows tbal; the tre

Jhl- record hes begh such a_ good, l::PU‘)‘
ronq b, Coagrens that- the"RWpaby- | - The .
cans aaw i was g hopsiees. task to]“ 8t
Y and defedt- “bim asd therefore |

they failed to put up a cundlda(v
against him.

-At the Primaries to be held. in
the County on May S{xti the Detuo-
Leratte: bwitots: will  contkln only
the names - of the candidates _for
President in the following order:

Camp Olark. : )

Judson Harmon. = - oot ”“,

Woodrow Wilson. ';l“w':

For Uninstructed Delegation. "hlch ‘_z

As there was no coatesting del- terest,
egations flled for the State Con-' these in
vention these names are all which "
will have to appear on the omcm;bm”h
badlot. Voters can mark for eithe: lime wa
of the above candidates or for an home be-
unimstructed delegation aa they ‘.nd inch
please, but cannot vote for a Presi- ‘.wot pink
dential candidate and for an upin- .
structed delegation both it wm{oon:‘:] !f
Invadidate the ballot. ,;:‘ZIT .

The Republican ballot will be:

"tle dust .
more complicated, but will be easy;

xduM thus
to vote, It will contain the names ' breathe.
of the two candidates for President ; | dunt Kar!
and the names of two sets of Dede~ it and
Kates yo _tha State Convention ‘."’lhow Rer
follows: ' .
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