
-

WI-71 
St. Philips Episcopal Church 
Quantico 
Public worship 

c. 1900 

St. Philips Episcopal Church, located in the town of Quantico, is a well 

preserved cruciform frame church that contributes significantly to the 

town's historic district. The single-story weatherboard church is 

distinguished by an entrance and bell tower that rises in the northwest 

corner of the ct"oss plan. Covering the gable ends as well as the top of 

the tower are fishscale shingles. Estimated to date to around 1900, the 

church combines architectural elements that are linked to both the 

Victorian period as well as the Colonial Revival. The combination of 

different types of siding along with the off-axis entrance and bell tower 

point to late nineteenth century church design common to the lower Shore, 

while the small multi-pane first floor windows and the Palladian style 

second floot" windows point to the influence of the Colonial Revival. 

Joining the church on the lot is a single-story parish hall erected in 1931. 

Built into the side of a south facing slope, the shingled frame pat"ish hall 

displays clear references to the bungalow style. The tapered front porch 

posts and the exposed rafter ends are two features sometimes associated 

with bungalow dwellings. 
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1. Name (indicate pref erred name) 

historic ST. PHILIPS EPISCuPAL CHURCH 

and/or common 

2. Location 

street & number Southeast side of Main Street 

city, town Quantico 

state Maryland 

3. Classification 
Category 
__ district 
~ building(s) 
__ structure 

_____ site 
_object 

Ownership 
__ public 

~;: private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
__ in process 
__ being considered 
~not applicable 

__ vicinity of 

county 

Status 
~occupied 
__ unoccupied 
__ work in progress 
Accessible 
__:___ yes: restricted 
__ yes: unrestricted 
__ no 

Survey No. 
WI-71 

Magi No. 

DOE _yes no 

congressional district 

Wicomico 

Present Use 
__ agriculture 
__ commercial 
__ educational 
__ entertainment 
__ government 
__ industrial 
__ military 

__ not for publication 

First 

__ museum 
__ park 
__ private residence 
x__ religious 
__ scientific 
__ transportation 
__ other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of ~ owners) 

name Vestry of St - Philips Episcopal Church 

street & number telephone no. : 

city, town Quantico state and zip code MD 21856 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Wicomico County Clerk of Court liber 

street & number Wicomico County Courthouse folio 

city, town Salisbury state MD 21801 

&. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title Maryland Historic Sites Lnventory 

_date I 9 7 2 __ federal -L state __ county __ local 

depository for survey records Maryland Historical 1rust 

city, town Crowns-Ville state MD 2 I 0 3 2 



7. Description 

Condition 
~excellent 
_good 
_fair 

Check one 
_ deteriorated _ unaltered 
_ruins ~altered 
_unexposed 

Check one 
~ original site 
_moved date of move 

Survey No. WI - 7 I 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

St. Philips Episcopal Church is located on the southeast side of Main 
Street in the town of Quantico, Wicomico County, Maryland. The single
story cruciform frame church faces northwest. Joining the church on the 
large lot is a single-story frame parish house and a nineteenth and 
twentieth century cemetery. 

Built around 1900, the single-story cross-shaped frame church rests 
on a stretcher bond brick foundation, and the exterior is clad with a 
combination of plain weatherboard siding and fishscale shingles. The 
decorative shingles are limited to the area within the gable end of each 
elevation. The steeply pitched roof is covered with asphalt shingles. 

The northwest (main) elevation is marked by a gable-front facade 
pierced by squarish multi-pane colored glass windows on the first floor, 
and a tripartite Palladian-style colored glass window fills the gable end. 
The eaves to the roof extend over the side walls of the church, and the 
rafter ends are exposed and finished with beaded edges. Piercing the brick 
foundation are small cross-shaped vents. Rising on the northwest corner 
of the cross plan is an entrance and bell tower. Five-panel double doors 
topped by a colored glass transom marks the first floor. Above the first 
floor the tower tapers in a line that follows a bell curve to the belfry. 
The upper portion of the tower is covered with fishscale shingles. 
Marking each side of the belfry is a round arched opening. The pyramidal 
roof of the tower has flared eaves. 

The gable end on the north side of the church is detailed in a 
similar manner as the front wall with multi-pane colored glass windows on 
the first floor and a tripartite window set within the gable end. The 
south leg of the cross plan is finished in the same way. 

Attached to the back of the church is the east leg of the cruciform 
plan, the sacristy, and low shed roofed sections extend from the side walls 
of the sacristy. A single flue stove chimney extends through the eave on 
the south side of the sacristy. 

The interior of the church was not seen. 

Standing southeast of the church is a single-story frame parish hall 
built into the side of a south facing slope. Erected in 1931, the three-bay 
by six-bay frame structure is supported by nine-course common bond brick 
foundation which is fully exposed on the south side. A series of barred 
six-over-six sash windows pierce the south wall. The walls of the parish 
house are covered with wood shingles and the roof is sheathed with 
asphalt shingles. The northeast (main) elevation is a symmetrical facade 
with a center entrance and flanking twelve-over-twelve sash windows. The 
front door is sheltered by a single bay porch supported by square tapered 
columns. The rafter ends to the parish house are exposed. Attached to 
the back of the main parish house is a low single story wing. 



8. Significance Survey No. WI-7 I 

Period Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
__ prehistoric 

- 1400-1499 
__ archeology-prehistoric __ community planning __ landscape architecture~ religion 
__ archeology-historic __ conservation __ law __ science 

- 15~1599 
_1600-1699 
_1700-1799 
~ 1800-1899 
~ 1900-

__ agriculture __ economics __ literature __ sculpture 
__x_ architecture __ education __ military __ social/ 
__ art __ engineering __ music humanitarian 
__ commerce __ exploration/settlement __ philosophy __ theater 
__ communications __ industry __ politics/government __ transportation 

__ invention __ other (specify) 

Specific dates Builder/ Architect 

check: Applicable Criteria: 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: 

Level of Significance: 

A B x C D 

XA B C D E F G 

national state x local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

St. Philips Episcopal Church, located in the town of Quantico, is a well 
preserved cruciform frame church that contributes signficantly to the 
town's historic district. The single-story wea therboarded church is 
distinguished by a entrance and bell tower that rises in the northwest 
corner of the cross plan. Covering the gable ends as well as the top of 
the tower are fishscale shingles. Estimated to date to around 1900, the 
church combines architectural elements that are linked to both the 
Victorian period as well as the Colonial Revival. The combination of 
different types of siding along with the off-axis entrance and bell tower 
point to late nineteenth century church design common to the lower 
Eastern Shore, while the small multi-pane first floor windows and the 
Palladian style second floor windows point to the influence of the Colonial 
Revival. Joining the church on the lot is a single-story parish hall 
erected in 1931. Built into the sideof a south facing slope, the shingled 
frame parish house displays clear references to the bungalow style. The 
tapered front porch posts and the exposed rafter ends are two features 
sometimes associated with bungalow style dwellings. 

This property qualifies for classification under Category A, 
which identifies structures that must be retained: a structure 
of historic significance and/or exhibiting many good 
architectural details representative of a period of architectural 
development and contributing uniquely and superlatively to the 
character and collective value of the structures within the 
district. 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No • WI - 7 I 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property _______ _ 

Quadrangle name ______ _ Quadrangle scale ______ _ 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

ALi_J I I I I I I I I I B w '--1 ..__I ......_! _..._,._....a...,,il I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

c L.i.J ._I .............. ___ ............... D LJJ 1 ............... 1 ........__._,I I~~---.......... 
E L..i._J ._I .............. ___ ...__._, F. LIJ I I 1 ........... ...L-...1. ___ ....... ~ 
G L..i._J ..... I ......._.. ____ _ 

H L.iJ ._I ...... I ...L......1---~ 
Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title P au 1 B . T o u a r t , Ar ch i t e c t u r a 1 H i s t o r i an 

organization P r iv a t e C o n s u 1 t a n t date 9/30/92 

street & number P . 0 . Box 5 telephone 4 l"O .:... 6 ·5 I - I 0 9 4 

city or town Westover state MD 2 18 7 I 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared fo.r information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 
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Maryland Historical 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 
(301) 269-2438 
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