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State Historic Sites Inventory Form 

1. Name (indicate pref erred name} 

historic Moorfield 

and/or common Yellow Brick House 

2. Location 

street & number 22342 Capitola Road 

city, town Cox• s Corner ~vicinity of 

state Maryland county 

3. Classification 
Category 
_district
_x_ buildlng(s) 
_structure 
_site 
-_object 

Ownership 
_public 
____x_ private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
_ being considered 

---.Knot applicable 

Status 
_x_ occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_work in progress 
Accessible 
~yes: restricted 
_yes: unrestricted 
_no 

DOE _yes no 

_ not for publication 

congressional district First 

Wicomico 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
_commercial 
_educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_military 

_museum 
_park 
~ private residence 
_religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of~ owners) 

name Mr. Edward W. Warns 

street & number 22342 Capitola Road telephone no.: 

city, town Ty a skin state and zip code Maryland 21865 

5. Location of Legal Description 
Map 54, Parcel 21 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Wicomico County Clerk of Court liber 902 

street & number Wicomico County Courthouse folio 163 

city, town Salisbury state MD 21801 

&. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title Maryland Inventory of Historical Properties 

date 1976 _federal --X... state _county _ local 

Jposltory for survey records Maryland Historical Trust 

city, town Crownsville state MD 21032 



7. Description 

Condition 
-X excellent 
_good 
_fair 

_ deteriorated 
_ruins 
_unexposed 

Check one 
-X- unaltered 
_altered 

Check one 
___x_ original site 
_moved date of move 

Survey No. WI- 9 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

The two-story, five-bay brick dwelling commonly known as the "Yellow Brick House" 
stands on property known as "Moorfield." The 41.13-property, bounded by Capitola 
Road along the southwest side, is located southeast of Cox's Comer, Wicomico County, 
Maryland. The house faces southwest with the gable roof oriented on a northwest/south 
east axis. 

Estimated to date around 1815-20, the two-story common bond brick house is 
supported by raised common bond brick foundation, and the house is covered by a 
medium pitched gable roof sheathed with asphalt shingles. Attached to the southeast 
side is a two-story, three-bay frame addition. 

The southwest (main) facade is a symmetrical five-bay elevation laid in three
course common bond. A center boarded up entrance is flanked by pairs of nine-over-six 
sash windows. Each window opening features a wooden jack arch that boasts a center 
keyblock. The nine-over-six sash windows are framed by a narrow beaded edge 
surround fitted with mid nineteenth century shutter hinges. The second floor is defined 
by five evenly spaced nine-over-six sash windows finished in the same fashion with 
wooden jack arches and molded keyblock. The window surrounds have shutter hinges, 
and a few twisted iron shutter hooks remain imbedded in the brick wall. Finishing the 
base of the roof is an elaborate boxed cornice featuring paired modillion blocks that 
taper inward in a graceful curve. 

The northwest gable end is a five-course common bond wall defined by a 
slightly asymmetrical fenestration. Three nine-over-six sash windows light the first and 
second floors, and each window has a wooden jack arch and stepped keyblock. Shutter 
hardware remains consistent with the front wall. The center bay windows are located 
off axis in order to light the northeast room. The third floor or attic is defined by a pair 
of six-over-six sash windows that flank the interior end brick chimney. The edge of the 
roof is trimmed with a plain bargeboard. 

The northeast (rear) wall follows in the same symmetrical fenestration as the 
front wall with a center door and flanking nine-over-six sash windows. The flush six
panel door features a narrow beaded edge that frames each door panel. The door reveals 
are paneled in the same manner. Fixed between the doorway and the overhead transom 
is a narrow lintel embellished with an intricate row of gougework. The second floor is 
lighted by five evenly spaced nine-over-six sash windows. The base of the roof is 
finished with the same paired block cornice found on the front of the house. 

The southeast gable end is partially covered by the two-story frame wing 
sheathed with vinyl siding and covered by a medium pitched asphalt shingle roof. Two 
six-over-six sash windows are located above the addition roof and light the attic of the 
main block on each side of an interior end brick chimney. 

The interior of the main block follows a four-room plan with a comer stair rising 
in the southwest entrance hall. The staircase boasts an early nineteenth century turned 
newel post and slender rectangular balusters that support a circular profile handrail. 



8. Significance Survey No. WI-9 

Period 
_ prehistoric 

1400-1499 
1500-1599 

_1600-1699 
_1700-1799 
~ 1800-1899 
_1900-

Specific dates 

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
_archeology-prehistoric _community planning _landscape architecture_ religion 
_ archeology-historic _ conservation _ law _ science 
_agriculture _economics _ literature _ sculpture 
_x_ architecture _ education _ military _ social/ 
_ art _engineering _ music humanitarian 
_ commerce _exploration/settlement _ philosophy _ theater 
_ communications _ industry _ politics/government _transportation 

_ invention _other (specify) 

Builder/ Architect 

check: Applicable Criteria: 
and/or 

A B xc D 

Applicable Exception: A B C D E F G 

Level of Significance: national state x local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

Although an exact date has not surfaced for the construction of the impressive 
Moorfield house, the common bond walls, the tall and narrow proportions of the two
story, four-room plan dwelling coupled with the distinct Federal character of the 
exterior and interior finishes, suggest the building program took place around 1815-20. 
Particularly fine architectural finishes include the paired block cornices that define the 
base of the roof as well as the keyblock jack arches that span the nine-over-six sash 
windows. Interior brick bearing walls divide the first floor into four rooms with the 
stairhall occupying the southwest comer. 

The 1815-20 construction date suggests that Charles Jones financed construction 
of the house after his purchase of the property from George Jones in April 1814, paying 
$4,000 for the plantation. (1) Although a specific acreage is not listed in the 1814 deed, 
the year before George Jones purchased the 400-plantation from Littleton Ayres for 
$5,000.(2) The decrease in the value of the property in one year is not explained other 
than as a result of a reduction in the amount of land that was transferred. The Somerset 
County Court of Chancery forced sale of the property following Charles Jones' death. 
Trustee James Wilson sold the Moorfield plantation to Levin Walter in June 1833.(3) 
At Levin Walter's direction, "my dwelling plantation with the exception of fifty acres" 
was intended to pass to James H. Walter according to his 1846 will, proved two years 
later.(4) James H. Walter held title to the Moorfield house and plantation lands, then 
comprising around 359 acres, until his death in the mid 1850s. During the second half 
of the nineteenth century the property was purchased by Noah J. Tilghman, who was 
the proprietor of "Tyaskin Mills," which processed local timber as well as cereal grains. 
A store, operated by W. G. and J. Q. Tilghman, was located along the Whitehaven
Tyaskin road in front of the house.(5) Noah J. And Carrie P. Tilghman retained 
ownership of the brick house and approximately 370 acres until 1885 when the 
property was sold.(6) During the first quarter of the twentieth century the farm remained 
intact under the ownership of William W. Culver, Jr. and later Franklin B. Culver, who 
maintained ownership with other family members until 1927.(7) 

The house deserves listing in Category A, which identifies buildings of high 
architectual and historic merit. Moorfield is eligible for listing on the National Register 
of Historic Places. 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. \'11 -9 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property ________ _ 

Quadrangle name Quadrangle scale ______ _ 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

ALi_J I I I I I I I I I 8 WI ...... ...._I ........ 1~~1 I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

c L.LJ .._I .............. __ _ oli.JI ............. 1 ............. -....._1 ..... I..._....__.__ ............ _ 
E L..LJ .... I ........... __ _ 

F Li.J I 
G LLJ ._I ............... __ .......... H L_i_J I 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

Mmentt~ Paul B. Touart, Architectural Historian 

organization Private Consultant date 7 /1/96 

street & number P. 0. Box 5 telephone 410-651-1094 

city or town 

' 

Westover state Maryland 21871 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circ 

21401 

PS·2746 
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8.1 SIGNIFICANCE 
Moorfield (Yellow Brick House) WI-9 
Cox's Comer vicinity 

FOOTNOTES 

1 Somerset County Land Record, JP 2/83, 4/2/1814, Somerset County Courthouse. 

2 Somerset County Land Record, JP 1/75, 3/6/1813, Somerset County Courthouse. 

3 Somerset County Land Record, GH 7 /26, Somerset County Courthouse. 

4 Somerset County Register of Wills, JP 5/144, 5/30/1846, Somerset County 
Courthouse. 

5 John L. Graham, ed. The 1877 Atlases and other Early Maps of the Eastern 
Shore of Maryland. Salisbury, Maryland: Peninsula Press, 1976. 

6 Wicomico County Land Record, TF, Jr. 2/113, 4/18/1870, Wicomico County 
Courthouse. 

7 Wicomico County Land Record, IDT 146/504, 1/18/1927, Wicomico County 
Courthouse. 
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WI-9 
Moorfield 
(Yell ow Brick House) 
Cox's Comer vicinity 
Private 

Map 54, Parcel 21 

JWTS 719/195 

9/15/1970 

JWTS 698/24 

8/8/1969 

JWTS 624/200 

10/15/1965 

Jack Brookes 
Eleanor Brookes 

to 

Reuben Friedman 
Sylvia Friedman 

40.5 acres, Plat drawn by Roy E. Moore, S.W.C. 
1/15/1935, IDT 191/73 

David T. Eisen, Gloria B. Eisen 
William F. Magers, Margaret Magers, Montgomery 
County, Maryland 

to 

Loren Goodman 
Jack Brookes 

Permanent Builders Company 

to 

David T. Eisen, Gloria B. Eisen 
William F. Magers, Margaret Magers 
40.9 acres 
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WI-9 
Moorfield 
(Yell ow Brick House) 
Cox's Comer vicinity 
Chain of title continued 

JWTS 602/253 

12/31/1964 

IDT 191/71 

1/19/1935 

IDT 146/504 

1/18/1927 

Theodore R. Willis 
Marie R. Willis 

to 

Permanent Builders Co. 

Allan W. Mezick, et ux. 

to 

Theodore R. Willis 
Marie P. Willis 

40.9 acres 

Page 2 

Franklin B. Culver, et al; E. Capitola White 
Culver, Irving C. Jones, Ella Jones 

to 

Allan W. Mezick 

"Brick House Farm" same land conveyed to 
George Jones by Littleton Aires, 3/6/1813 

303 21/100 acres 
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WI-9 
Moorfield 
(Yell ow Brick House) 
Cox's Comer vicinity 
Chain of title continued 

EAT49/4 

3/5/1906 

JTT 29/286 

5/20/1901 

SPT 7/366 

7/15/1885 

William W. Culver, Jr. 
Sarah A. Culver 

to 

Benjamin R. Dashiell 
Irving C. Jones 
Franklin B. Culver 

Page3 

$5,000 Moorfield 303 21/100 acres 

Isaac J. Street 

to 

William W. Culver, Jr. 

$3,000 300 acres "Moore field" 

Noah J. Tilghman 
Carrie P. Tilghman 

to 

Isaac J. Street 

$2,500 
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WI-9 
Moorfield 
(Yell ow Brick House) 
Cox's Comer vicinity 
Chain of title continued 

TF, Jr. 2/113 

4/18/1870 

Somerset County 
Land Record 

LW6/241 

8/30/1859 

Page4 

Purnell Toadvine 

to 

Noah J. Tilghman 

$2,100 "Moorsfield" by purchase of the real 
estate of John Q. Robertson at a sale 
made by William Howard, late 
sheriff 

370 acres 

John W. Crisfield, Trustee 

to 

Samuel White 
John Q. Robertson 

Decree of Circuit Court in Somerset County, 
4/10/1857, William J. Willing vs. George B. 
Cooper and Ann W. Cooper, "Moorsfield" and 
being the same farm on which James H. 
Walter resided at the time of his death 
containing by estimation 359 acres 
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WI-9 
Moorfield 
(Yell ow Brick House) 
Cox's Comer vicinity 
Chain of title continued 

Someset County 
Register of Wills 

JP 5/144 

Written 
5/30/1846 
Proved 
6/27/1848 

GH7/26 

6/18/1833 

JP 2/83 

4/2/1814 

Page5 

Last Will and Testament of Levin Walter 

First, I give and devise unto my son James 
H. Walter my dwelling plantation with the 
exception of fifty acres 

James Wilson, Trustee 

to 

Levin Walter 

Court of Chancery, 12/2/1831, make sale of 
real estate of Charles Jones, deceased 

George Jones 

to 

Charles Jones 

$4,000.00 "Moorfields" 
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WI-9 
Moorfield 
(Yell ow Brick House) 
Cox's Comer vicinity 
Chain of title continued 

JP 1/75 

3/6/1813 

Page 6 

Littleton Ayres 

to 

George Jones 

$5,000 400 acres 
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SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS 
TYPE ALL ENTRIES -- COMPLETE APPLICABLE SECTIONS 

DNAME 

HISTORIC 

AND/OR COMMON 
~ellow Brick House 

fJLOCATIONNorthea$t $ide of Maryland Route 352, • 4 mile east 
smeET•NuMBER ·of it~ junction with Maryland Route 349 

CITY.TOWN 
Bivalve 

STATE 
Maryland 

DcLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP 
_DISTRICT _PUBLIC 

.x-BUILDING(SI ~PRIVATE 

..af_ VICINITY OF 

STATUS 

-OCCUPIED 
~NOCCUPIED 

_NOT FOR PUBLICATION 
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

First 
!4)UNTY. 

Wl.COinl.CO 

PRESENT USE 

-AGRICULTURE -MUSEUM 
_COMMERCIAL -PARK 

WI-9 

_STRUCTURE _BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS --EDUCATIONAL _J>RIVATE RESIDENCE 
_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE -ENTERTAINMENT -RELIGIOUS 
_OBJECT -.JN PROCESS -YES: RESTRICTED _GOVERNMENT -SCIENTIFIC ., - _BEING CONSIDERED - YES: UNRESTRICTED -.JNDUSTRIAL -TRANSPORTATION 

i l .!·:. .. E·. ' 
~./i:_j :... - .. ~ol. ·- ~ . L ·· ~:---__MILITARY Jf..oTHER:vacan t 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 7 :' .: :. l (· l l.: ·:-;: l.-: ---~ l .' _; 

Loren Goodman and Ruben and Sylvia -~riedman NAME 

STREET 6 NUMBER 
.l: >.1 • SSQS· flower Street 

CITY. TOWN 
Silver Sprin~ _ VICINITYOF 

- llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIP.TION 

COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS.ETC. ·~u.coll}ico County Courth.Ouse · 
STREET & NUMBER 

North.D~vision Street 
CITY. TOWN 

Salisbury 

II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

TITLE 

- DATE 

STATE 
Maryland 21209 

•STATE 
Maryland 21801 

__FEDERAL -STATE -COUNTY -1.0CAL 
DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECOR.OS 
CITY. TOWN STATE 
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B DESCRIPTION WI-9 

_EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

X DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

JLIJNALTERED 

_ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

~ORIGINAL SITE 

-MOVED DAT~--

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND OHIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Yellow Brick House is located on the northeast side of Maryland 
Route 352, .4 mile ·east of its junction with Maryland Route 349, 
near Bivalve in Wicomico County, Maryland. 

It is a Federal-style brick dwelling of two stories, five bays wide 
and three deep. The facade faces south and is very simple; the 
only decoration is the rusticated wood lintels with keystones and the 
cornice. The latter consists of pairs of brackets on a facing of 
flutes. The house is laid in an early common bond with five courses 
of stretchers between each row of headers. 

The east gable end is punctuated by asymmetrical openings, with a 
door with paneled,rece5sed jambs on the southeast and two windows, 
one above the other, on the northeast. These are topped by two 
symmetrical but fairly large gable windows which, like the corres
ponding windows in the west gable end, do not have wooden lintels. 
The west gable end has two rows of three windows each placed 
symmetrically beneath the_ gable windows. Remaining shutter dogs are 
evident on some windows. The outline of an early wing is evident 
on the east gable, particularly above the door. 

On the first floor are three rooms and a stairhall. The main entrance 
opens into the stair passage with a short set of stairs ascending the 
south wall to a small, square landing before rising to the second 
floor along the east gable wall. A small room with a projecting 
fireplace and associated cupboard opens from the west; directly 
north from the passage is the door to the_ great room. The fire
place here,which projects into the room, has a mantel highly carved 
with diamond and other motifs. Like all the other rooms upstairs 
and down, the great room has chairrail and baseboard, but the chair
rail is incised with.geometric/floral designs and, unlike the other 
rooms, it has a cornice (which appears to be of plaster). Also 
opening to the north. from the passage is the remaining downstairs 
room which is lightly larger than the southwest room. There is a 
projecting fireplace with carved mantel in poor condition and the 
remains of a cupboard, the .top of which.was once_ glazed. The east 
gable door opens from the passage and there is a small closet door 
leading to storage space beneath the staircase. 

On the second floor three chambers open from the U-shaped passage
way which leads to a staircase to the attic. The north rooms have 
fireplaces with carved mantels, whereas the small southwest room 
is without a fireplace and very simply decorated. 

-- See continuation sheet 11 



• 
) 

Form No. 10-300a WI-9 
(Rev. \D- 741 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

A TIONAL REGISTER OF IDSTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY--NOMINATION FORM 

Yellow Brick House 
Bivalve, 
Maryland 

CONTINUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER 7 

DESCRIPTION (continued} 

FOR NPS use ONLY 

RECEIVED 

DATE ENTERED . 

PAGE l 

The window jambs upstairs and down are paneled. The ceilings are 
plastered. The doors are hung with early butt hinges. The window 
sash have small muntins with some remaining old glass. 

The interior of the house is in a very deteriorated state; however, 
a buyer who wants to restore the building is in the wings. 



liJ SIGNIFICANCE-· 
t 
! 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHEC,K AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

~EHISTORIC -ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_1400·1499 -ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW 

-1500-1599 -AGRICULTURE _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE 

_1600-1699 ~RCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY 

_1700-1799 -ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC 

·X,.1800-1899 _COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY 

-1900- _COMMUNICATIONS _JNOUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES circa .J.8.lQ BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

WI-9 

-RELIGION 

-SCIENCE 

-SCULPTURE 

-SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

-OTHER ISPECIFY) 

This house is situated on a tract of land which first appears in the 
records on December 2, 1760, when Jacob Aires' 323-acire property, 
"Aires Purchase," was resurveyed to include 370 acres of vacant land. 
The new 693-acre tract was called "Moorefields." In 1765 part of this 
tract was sold to Daniel and Elizabeth Mcintyre (Deed C/264); circa 
1780 it came into the hands of their son, John (Will EB 1/141). The 1783 
tax assessment, however, lists the parts of "Moorefield" in possession 
of Willin Mcintyre (42 3/4 acres) and Betty Mcintyre (42 1/4 acres) 
leading one to believe that John had leased this land to his brother 
and his mother. Littleton Aires also owned part of ~Moorfields" on 
this assessment.· 

~orge and Amelia Aires obtained part of Moorefield from the Mcintyres 
~n 1785 (Deed H/64). He is listed on the 1798 federal tax assessment 
as the owner of a one-story, wooden dwelling in good repair, with 
several outbu.ildi.ngs, .valued at $450,00. Littleton and Sarah E. Aires 
acquired part of Moorefield from George Aires in 1806 (Will EB 23/106 
and Deed P/106). They retained the property until 1813 when it was 
sold to George and Leah Jones. 

The present ftyellow brick house" was built in the first decade of the 
19th century, thus either by George or Littleton Aires. 

The Yellow Brick House is one of the largest Federal-style dwellings 
extant in Wicomico County. This simple house has little architectural 
decoration and a refined, conservative appearance characteristic of 
Federal architecture. The detail present is of interest: double 
keystones with splayed lintels and an unusual cornice which is per
haps a rural adaptation of a classical triglyph-metope frieze. 

·~ , 
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Clay, Anne. "Moorfield and the Yellow Brick House: A History." 
Unpublished research. paper, ·copy in files of .Maryland 
Historic~! Trust, )\nnapolis, Maryland. 
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NATIONAL_ STATE __ LOCAL __ 
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criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service. 
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