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flZ1 DESCRIPTION 
WO-\O 

CONDITION CHECK ONE 

_EXCELLENT 

rX.GOOO 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

_UNALTERED 

XALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

XoRtGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DAT"----
-·r 

_FAIR 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Nass~wa!lgo l.ron fu;pnace Archaeological Site 1s located at 
the intersection of Nassawango Creek, Old Furnace Road and Millville 
Road east of Snow_ Hill, Maryland. The western boundary is a north
south line located approximately 750 feet west of the intersection 
of Old Fu~nace Road and Millville Road, the northern boundary is 
an east-west line located approximately 1,000 feet north of the 

_intersection of Old Furnace Road and Millville Road; the southern 
boundary is an east-west line ·1ocated 1, 7 50 feet south of the . 
same intersection terminating at its eastern end in the center of 
Nassaw.ango Creek; the eastern boundary follows the center of 
Nassaw:ango Creek. north to a point 250 feet south of Old Furnace 
~oad; the boundary then'par~llels Old Furnace Road for 1,125 feet 
and then turns north to intersect the northern boundary. 

The si.te consists. of one furnace stack, slag piles, cellar 
ruins, piles of brick, fragments of glass, brick, ceramics, shell 
and slag, and foundations. 

The furnace stack is made of stone on brick. The upper 
~;ptj._on retains the -i;rion bot blast tubes as well as a majority of 

J.e int~g~al hot bl~st appa~atus~ 

foundati.on ;pui.ns extend north of the stack on the east side 
of the ppiyate po~d. The head o! the ~ace was located in the 
JI)i.ddle o;f th.ls a;(le~. The casting bridge ramp site is located to the 
~est of the :sta.ck; a wheel pit site ·exists immediately to the 
south. Slag pile.s e:Xten·a south ·ea.st from the -stack and ex·ist on 
the north side ·of Old furnace Road. 

Evidence f~om a 187f WoPcester County map points strongly to 
the existence of foundations of two structures one on the west 
side '·of Millville "Road and another on the east side of the unused 
county road which extends south from Old Furnace Road and two more 
on the south side of Old Furnace Road. 

Four piles of brick exist CA-D) along the east side of the 
unused county road. One pair above the intersection with the 
private road and one pair below. 

Six possible cellar foundations have been positively identi
fied (1-6 along the unused county road near the furnace. 

{See Continuation Sheet No. 1) 
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Nassawango Furnace was erected in 1830 by the Maryland Ir9n 
Company to smelt iron from the bog ore ·formations ·in the ·:immediate 
vicinity. It is the only'f.u:l'lnace ·in Maryland ever to make ex
tensive ~se of bog ore. It ope~ated only until 1849, and was re
ported to be in dilapidat~d condition by 1859. 

The furnace produced :about 700 tons of iron per year, but 
the quality and distribution of the bog ore may have caused the 
several financial failures which the ironworks underwent. 

~·-
The most significant fact about the furnace is that it made 

use of h.ot blast techniques only a few years after the "idea was 
developed in England in 1828-1830. If the Nassawango Furnace ·was 
built with the hot blast gear installed fl"lOlll the beg.inning,. and 
not later> conye;rited' i.t would have to be one of the first hot 
blast furnaces :tn An;>erica~ Everi if the equipment was ·added late 
in the life of the furnace; it would still qualify as a very early 
example of the hot olast technology. Mr. Edward Heite," historical 
registrar of the State of Delaware, has studied Nassawango Furnace 
and has suggested that the blast appaTatus was likely added to the 
existing stack during a ti;me of ownership change, either in 1837 or 
1840. . 
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7. [DESCRIPTION, continued 

1 

W0-\0 

Two modern logging trails exist, one paralleling the 
boundary of the Pocomoke State Forest and the other the Old 
Furnace Road meeting at the intersection _of the Forest and the 
Road. Debris relating to the iron industry have been found in 
this area. 

The boundaries of the Nassawango Site are extended beyond 
the immediate furnace area so as to include all known features 
related to the iron production as well as relevant cultural 
material as yet undiscovered. Fragments of gla$s, brick, shell 
and slag exist scattered throughout the boundaries. The 
boundaries include a church site on the west side of the unused 
county road and the dam site. 

9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES, continued 

Robbins, Michael W. "The Maryland Iron Industry." 1972. Manu
script prepared for the Maryland Bi-centennial Commission, 
ftJlnapolis, Maryland. 
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DESCRIBE THE PR~SENT ANO ORIGINAL (II Jmown) PHYSICAL APPEAR~NCE 

" 

0 Ruins 0 Unexposed 

(Checlc One) 

0 Moved Original Site 

Nassawango Furnace is located· on a creek of the same name, about five 
miles northwest of Snow Hill and near the intersection of Old Furnace 
Road and Ma:ryland Route 12. 

There are few remains on the site, but what is there is a significant 
survival of the 19th century iron industry. A furnace stack, with much 
of its integral hot blast apparatus intact, is still standing on the 
south bank of Nassawango Creek. The stack is constructed of stone and 
brick, with iron hot blast tubes build into the top portion. It appears 
that some modern repair has been performed on the stack, especially near 
the top. None of the auxillary buildings remain. 

Foundations of the dam are now serving as a causeway for Old 
There are signs of a race, extending ·from the aforementioned 
furnace stack, along the west bank of the creek. 

'• .· 
~ . . , 

I Michael Robbins, "The Maryland Iron Industry,u 26 
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Nassawango Furnace was erected in 1830 by the Maryland Iron Company to 
smelt iron from the bog ore formations in the immediate vicinity. It is 
the only furnace in Maryland,.ever t9 make extensive use of bog ore. It 
operated only until 1849, and was reported to be in dilapidated condition 
by 1859. 

The furnace produced about 700 tons of iron per year, but the quality and 
distribution of the bog ore may have caused the several financial failure 
which the ironworks underwent. 

The most significant fact about the furnace is that it made use of hot 
blast techniques only a few years after the idea was developed in England 
in 1828-1830. If the Nassawango Furnace was built with the hot blast gea 
installed from the beginning, and not later converted, it would have to b 
one of the first hot blast furnaces in America. Even if the equipment was 
added late in the life of the furnace, it would still qualify as a very 
early example of the hot blast technology. Mr. Edward Heite, historical 
registrar of the State of Delaware, has studied Nassawango Furnace and has 
suggested that the blast apparatus was likely added to the existing stack 
during a time of ownership change, either in 1837 or 1840. 

The property is currfntly owned and maintained by the Worcester County 
Historical Society. 

' i' Michael Robbins, nMaryland Iron Industry, u 27. 
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Robbins,, Michael W~ ''The Maryland Iron Industry." 1972. Manuscript 
prepared for the Maryland Bi~centennial Commission, Annapolis, 
Maryland • ., 
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TOWN 

STREET NO. 

r.~ary I and 
\11orcester County 

VICINITY 

HISTORIC A~ERICM~ BUILDINGS SURVEY 

INVENTORY WO -/ 0 

Old Furnace Road 

ORIGINAL OWNER Md. Iron Company 
ORIGINAL usE Iron furnace 

2. NAME Nassawango Furnace 

DA TE OR PERIOD 1832 
STYLE 

ARCHITECT 
PRESENT owN ER Worcester County 
PRESENT u SE Hi st or i ca I Soc i et ""'--e_u_iL_o,....E_R ________________ --f 

WALL CONSTRUCTION "Museum• - 3. FOR LIBRARY OF CONGRESS USE 

NO. oF sroR1Es Stone and brick 
4. NOTABLE FEATURES, HISTORICAL SIGMIFICANCE AND DESCRIPTION OPEN TO PUBLIC YES 

Nassawango Furnace is a ruin of an iron furnace in the swamps 
of .Worcester County. The square base of the existing 
structure is stone, and tapers inward. There is brick above 
the stone and on the top of the brickwork is a network of 
pipes within brick casing. It resembles Principio Furnace 
1 n Cec i I County. 

A marker placed by the State Roads Commission reads: 

"Nassawango Furnace: 

Built 1832 by the Maryland Iron Company to smelt 
bog iron ore d~g from the bed of Nassawango Creek. 
It was abandoned in 1847.• 

Good condition 
5. PHYSICAL CONDITION OF !TRUCTURE Endangered Interior E xterlor 

Robertson, John w., ~and of the Evergre~, The Eastern Shore 

News, Inc,. Onancock, Va., 1963 

~ 6. LOCATION MAP (Plan Optlo"al) 

3. PUBLISHED SOURCES {Aufftor, Title, Paves) 

INTERVIEWS, RECORDS, PHOTOS, ETC. 

f , 11- 'l---

7.PHOTOGRAPH 

9. NAME, ADDRESS ANO. TITLE (1f RECORDER 

Michael O. Bourne 

DATE OF RECORD March 6 I 1968 
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1. Fumace stack, looking southeast. 

2. Detail, hot air apparatus, looking northeast. 

3. Detail, hot air apparatus, looking east. 

4. Fumace casting hearth, looking west. 

S. Interior ot tu.mace stack, looking up. 

6. Race, looking south from Old Furnace Road. 

________________ .. ________________ .. ____ - . --------------------------------
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