
Worcester - • l'Cl 
New Bethel ME Ch~rch 
Ge::-1'1antown Rd. 
Berlin,MD 21311 

Access:Public 

1855, 1905 

New Bethel ME Church stands 25' from the east side of Germantown Rd. 

It faces west. The present structiJ.re was built in 1905 and is covered 

with aluminium siding. New Bethel is the oldest black Me.thodist 

c:mgregation in Berlin. It was founded by Free Blacks in 1 sss. It 

is located in a black area known as South Serl in. 
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INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

UN AME 
HISTORIC 

New Bethel 1•J:E Church 
AND/OR COMMON 

flLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

Germantown Rd. 
CITY. l'OWN 

Berlin _ VICINITY OF 

STATE '•!aryland 

DcLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 

_DISTRICT 

~BUILDING($) 
_STRUCTURE 

~SITE 
_OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP STATUS 

_PUBLIC K.OCCUPIED 

JLPRIVATE _UNOCCUPIED 

_BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 

_IN PROCESS ~YES RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES: UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Trustees, New Bethel :'lE Church 
C/O Rev. Ewart C. Hackst-w 

STREET & NUMBER 

P.O.Box 46 
CITY TOWN 

Berlin _ VICINITY OF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC Worcester Co.Court House 
STREET & lliUMBER 

1-:ar.ket Street 
Ci TY. TOWl\i 

Snow Hill 

Iii REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

'J/ A 
DATE 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

First 
COUNTY 

Worcester 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL _PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT -~ELIG!OUS 

__ GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIF!C 

_INDUSTRIAL 

_MILITARY 

_ TRANSPORTATIO!'< 

_OTHER 

Telephone #: 641-91312 
------· 

STATE , ZJ..P code 
11m, 21511 

Liber #; JT~1: 11 
Folio #: 36 

STATE 

:Vlaryland 

_FEDERAL _$TATE -COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



IJDESCRIPTION 

::l£.EXCE LLENT 

_GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

-UNALTERED 

~LTERED 

CHECK ONE 

~ORIGINAL SITE 

-MOVED DATE 1905 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

New Bethel ME Church stands 25' from the east side 

of Germantown Rd. It faces west. The building is gabled (North-South) 

and (East - West) the entrance tower is located in the sothwest corner 

of the building where it makes an ell. It rests on a concrete base 

and has a composite shingle roof. The building is covered with 

aluminium siding. There are five brick steps up to double wooden 

2-panel doors (modern) The entrance tower has been covered(the 

church once had a wooden belfry). It has a short blunt spire. 

The church is 20' across the front facade and 80 1 in depth • There 

is a 20' frontispiece colored glass widow in the west facade with 

a triangular top. There are two 12 1 lancet windows (colored glass) 

in the west gable one on each side of the frontispiece window. 

~here is an' thfof these 20 1 frontispiece windows in thE gable 

that faces north • On the eo~th side of the church are Li 12' 

lancet windows. There is a modern addition on east side of the church. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

E:RIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC _ARCHECJLUliY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE ~RELIGION 

_1400-1499 _ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW _SCIENCE 

_ 1500-1599 -AGRICULTURE _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE _SCULPTURE 

_ 1600-1699 _ARCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _Mi UT ARY K.SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_1700-1799 _ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC _THEATER 

X_ 1 ao0-1899 _COMMERCE _EXPLGRATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY _ TRANSPORTATION 

:JL 1900- _COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT _OTHER I SPECIFY! 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFICDATESFd. 1555-1905 BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

New Bethel ME Church is the oldest black 

Methodist in Berlin. It was founded by Free Blacks in 1855. The 

present structure dates from 1905. It is located in an area known as 

South Berlin. This a~ ea is historically a blac~ area. Also locate~ 

on Germantown Rd.> 1/4 mile from r·::ew 5ethel,is an AHE church but it's 
' founding date is 192L. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

CONTINUE ON SE~AR.ATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

lllJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE James W. Clark, Historic Sites Surveyor 

ORGANIZATION Maryland Commission on Afro-Pimerican 
History & Culture 

STREET & NUMBER 
20 Dean Street 

CiTYOR TOWN 

Annapolis 

DATE 

TELEPHONE 
269-2893 

STATE JvID 21401 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS· 1108 
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WD-N/ 
New Bethel Methcxlist Episcopal Church \~I 
Berlin, Worcester County , MD WO-M;I 
Michael Hosford 

Maryland Historical Trust, Annapolis , MD 
Northwest elevation 
2/ 81 


