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c. 1840 

standing along the old Berlin-Libertytown Road on the perimeter of 

Berlin is Homewood, the long-time residence Dr. Zadock Purnell Henry. 

The Homewood estate of the Johns Hopkins University is thought to be the 

inspiration for Dr. Henry's decision to call his own home by the same 

name. The two-story, four-room plan main block is is distinguished by 

well-preserved nineteenth-century finishes including the shingled exterior, 

the nine-over-six sash windows, and the Federal style stair and mantels. 

Covering the east side of the main house is a generous two-story porch 

that has been an integral part of the dwelling since the turn of the 

century. Extending southward is a two-story wing as well as the old 

single-story kitchen. According to archit:ectural evidence and Henry family 

tradition, the dining room section was formerly a single-story colonnade 

that was raised during the late nineteenth century to its two-story 

elevation. 
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Survey No. W0-244 

Magi No . 2 4 0 2 4 4 5 4 0 4 
Maryland Historical Trust 
State Historic Sites Inventory Form DOE _yes no 

1. Name (indicate preferred name} 

historic HOMEWOOD 

and/or common 

2. Location 

street & number 
South side of Berlin-Libertytown Road __ not for publication 

city, town Berlin 

state 
Maryland 

3. Classification 
Category 
__ district 
~ building(s) 
__ structure 
__ site 

_object 

Ownership 
__ public 
~private 

_both 
Public Acquisition 
__ in process 
__ being considered 
~not applicable 

__ vicinity of 

county 

Status 
~occupied 
__ unoccupied 
__ work in progress 
Accessible 
_x_ yes: restricted 
_ yes: unrestricted 
__ no 

congressional district 

Worcester 

Present Use 
__ agriculture 
__ commercial 
__ educational 
__ entertainment 
__ government 
__ industrial 
__ military 

First 

__ museum 
__ park 
_K__ private residence 
__ religious 
__ scientific 
__ transportation 
__ other: 

4. Owner of Property {give names and mailing addresses of ~ owners) 

name Mr.and Mrs. Daniel S. Moore Jr. 

street & number Homewood telephone no.: 

city, town Berlin state and zip code MD 2 18 I I 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Worcester County Clerk of Court liber 

street & number Worcester County Courthouse folio 

city, town Snow Hill state MD 

&. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title 

date __ federal __ state __ county __ local 

pository for survey records 

city, town state 



7. Description 

Condition 
_x__ excellent 
_good 
_fair 

Check one 
_ deteriorated _ unaltered 
_ ruins --*-- altered 
_unexposed 

Check one 
_x_ original site 
_moved date of move 

Survey No. W0-244 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

Homewood is located on the south side of the Berlin-Libertytown Road 
in Berlin, Worcester County, Maryland. The two-story, three-bay frame house 
faces north with the principal gable oriented on an east/west axis. 

Built around 1840, this two-story, four-room plan house is supported by 
a partially excavated common bond brick foundation, and it is uniformly 
sheathed with wood shingles. The steeply pitched roof is covered with 
asphalt shingles. Extending southward from the main block is a two-story, 
three-bay dining room and service wing. According to Henry family history 
the center section of the wing was rebuilt from a single-story colonnade to 
the full two-story elevation. An old frame smoke house now enlarged and 
converted to a work shop stands southeast of the service wing. 

The north (principal) elevation is an asymmetrical three-bay facade 
with a center entrance and flanking nine-over-six sash windows that retain 
original louvered shutters hung on wrought-iron ell-shaped hinges. A beveled 
edge surround molding frames the windows as well as the long two-panel 
front door. Sheltering the first floor is a shed roofed porch supported by 
square posts. The second floor is lighted by two six-over-six sash windows. 
Finishing the base of the roof is a boxed cornice. 

The east side of the main house is largely covered by a two-story 
square post porch that retains a sawn baluster handrail on the second floor. 
Piercing the two-bay elevation is a side door and a nine-over-six sash 
window. The side door topped by a three-light transom comprises a twentieth
century change from the nine-over-six sash window that originally filled the 
opening. The adjacent bay to the north is still marked by a nine-over-six 
sash window flanked with louvered shutters. The second floor is defined by 
a door in the north bay, altered from a former window opening, and an 
adjacent six-over-six sash window. The attic is illuminated by a pair of 
two-over-two sash windows that flank the interior end brick chimney. The 
eaves are presently extended beyond the wall surface of the main block. 

The west gable end of the main block is a two-bay elevation as well 
with nine-over-six sash windows lighting the first floor and six-over-six sash 
windows illuminating the second floor. Louvered shutters remain on these 
windows as well. As with the east end the interior end brick chimney is 
flanked by a pair of two-over-two attic windows. 

Extending from the sorth side of the main block is a two-story, three
bay service wing with the old single-story kitchen attached to the back of 
the wing. Both the first and second floors are lighted by six-over-six sash 
windows, and the openings are framed by beveled edge moldings. Rising 
through the center of the house is an interior brick stack that services the 
dining room. Unlike the rest of the house the single-story kitchen is 
sheathed with a combination of plain weatherboards and round-butt shingles. 
Fixed to the back of the old kitchen is an exterior brick stove stack. 

(continued) 



8. Significance Survey No. W0-244 

Period Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
_ prehistoric 
_ 1400-1499 

_archeology-prehistoric _community planning _landscape architecture_ religion 
_archeology-historic _conservation _ law _ science 

. 1500-1599 
_ 1600-1699 
_ 1700-1799 
~ 1800-1899 
_1900-

_ agriculture _economics _ literature __ sculpture 
~ architecture _ education _ military __ social/ 
_ art _ engineering _ music humanitarian 
_ commerce _ exploration/settlement _ philosophy __ theater 
_ communications _ industry _ politics/government __ transportation 

_ invention __ other (specify) 

Specific dates Builder/ Architect 

check: Applicable Criteria: 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: 

Level of Significance: 

A _B x_C _D 

A B c D E F G 

national state x local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

Homewood is one of the prominent nineteenth-century dwellings that 
stands on the perimeter of Berlin. The two-story, four-room plan house 
was built during the second quarter of the nineteenth-century, probably 
around 1840. Late Federal style woodwork, two-panel doors, nine-over-six 
sash windows combined with cut-nail construction throughout the dwelling 
supports the estimated date. Originally the house evidently followed the 
standard telescope form with a single-story colonnade that connected the 
one-room kitchen to the main house. Around 1890-1900 the house was 
extensively reworked which comprised a raising of the colonnade to a two
story elevation, in addition to a rebuilding the roof of the main house. A 
two-story porch has been an important part of the house since the turn of 
the century as well. 

HISTORY AND SUPPORT 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. W0-244 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property _________ _ 

Quadrangle name Quadrangle scale ______ _ 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

AL.i_J I I I I sw I I I I I I I I I I 
Zone Easting Zone Easting Northing 

cl.i_J I._.__._.,__ __ ! ~' _.__.___.__ ___ __, D LJj I I I I 
E L..i_J I I .._I ........___._ ___ _ F LI_J I 
G LJ_J I I -' ---------- H Li.J I 
Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Paul B. Touart, Architectural Historian 

organization Private Consultant date 6 I 2 0 I 8 8 

street & number P. 0. Box 5 telephone ( 3 0 1 ) 6 5 1 - I 0 9 4 

city or town Westover state MD 21871 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 



HOMEWOOD DESCRIPTION (continued) Page 2 

The four-room interior has been modified somewhat with the 
consolidation of the western two rooms into one long rectangular space. A 
narrow center passage divides the quartered plan. Located in the northeast 
corner is the stair which rises in front of the east gable end window. A 
slender turned newel post and slight rectangular balusters support a delicate 
circular-profile handrail. The stringer is plain, and the area below is 
defined by long unadorned rectangular panels. A two-panel door opens into 
the stair closet. Access to the partially excavated cellar is provided under 
the stair. The western consolidated space retains a corner hearth that 
heated the front room. A late Federal style mantel with plain pilasters and 
a paneled frieze is finished with a stepped shelf. The pair of frieze panels 
have a stepped molding as well. The south west room, now joined to the 
front room by a large opening has been remodeled with the addition of built
in bookcases along the west wall. Apparently, this room was never heated 
directly with a fireplace. The southeast room, on the other hand, now the 
kitchen, retains a corner hearth as well with an identical late Federal style 
mantel. This room is soon to be converted to a study, and the kitchen is to 
be removed to the back of the house. 

The second floor is divided by a center hall with bedrooms and a 
bathroom to each side. There is a small sitting space at the head of the 
stair with access to the second floor porch. A shift in the width of the 
flooring at a point even with the stair railing suggests the railing was 
shortened during the late nineteenth century to acommodate a door to the 
second floor porch. The bedrooms are simply finished with mid nineteenth
century molded baseboards and doors. 

The two-story former colonnade section has been reworked as a dining 
room. Fixed on the south wall is a projecting chimney stack that is 
distinguished by a mid nineteenth-century style mantel with a paneled frieze 
and a plain shelf. Adjacent to the hearth is a door opening to the rear part 
of the house, which is currently being reworked as a new kitchen. A bay 
window has been attached to the east side of the dwelling to allow 
additional light, while formerly exterior shingles and floor joists have been 
exposed. The interior of the former kitchen, the southernmost section, has 
not been changed since the turn of the century, and it retains old plaster 
and narrow beaded board wainscoting. Fixed in the southeast corner of the 
room is an enclosed winder stair that rises to the one-room second floor. 
Built-in closets are located across the west wall. 

The second floor of the service wing is relatively plain. Shallow 
four-panel doors permit movement between three rooms, and another enclosed 
stair provides access to the main attic. The common rafter roof structure of 
the entire house appears to have been extensively reworked around the turn 
of the century. Butt jointed rafter ends, circular sawn lumber and cut nails 
are common features throughout. The gable ends of the main house are 
stud framed with horizontal rails nailed at regular intervals to receive the 
wood shingles. 
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