WOo-271 c. 1830

Benson-Morris House

Snow Hill

Private

The Benson-Morris house is one of the oldest dwellings to remain standing
in the western residential district of Snow Hill. Estimated to date to the
second quarter of the nineteenth century, perhaps around 1830, this two-
story, four-bay dwelling is finished with late Federal and Greek Revival

style woodwork.

The earliest history of this town property is inexact, but the
property was held during the 1850s by Eliza L. Benson, who purchased the
house and lot from Samuel H. Jarman, Sheriff of Worcester County, in
September 1852. The property had been involved in a court case that
dated as far back as 1837 between Ann D. Wilson and Thomas A. Spence,
late of Worcester County. When Eliza Benson acquired the property in
1852 the deed mentioned the land being the lot on which the said Eliza
now resides. Eliza L. Benson began to sell part interest in the house to
Maria J. Morris in the winter of 1860. The Market Street property
remained in Morris family hands until May 1927. The current resident,

another long-time owner, has held the title to the property since 1947.
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Survey No. WO0-271

. . Magi No.
Maryland Historical Trust
State Historic Sites Inventory Form DOE __yes _no
1. Name ¢indicate preferred name)
historic BENSON-MORRIS HOUSE
and/or common MABEL JONES HOUSE
2. Location
street & number 302 West Market Street ___ not for publication
city, town Snow Hill —__ vicinity of congressional district F1irst
state Maryland county Worcester
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
— district —___ public _X__ occupied ____agriculture _____ museum
—x— building(s) x_ private - unoccupied ____ commercial ____park
— structure __ both ____ work in progress —__ educational X___ private residence
—_ site Public Acquisition Accessible ___ entertainment religious
— object ____in process X vyes: restricted —_government ___ scientific
— being considered ___ yes: unrestricted . industrial transportation
x_not applicable no military other:

4- OWI\er Of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners)

name Miss Mabel L. Jones
street & number 302 West Market Street telephone no.: ©32-0761
city, town Snow Hill state and zip code MD 21863

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Worcester County Clerk of Court liber 16
street & number Worcester County Courthouse folio 322
city, town Snow Hill state MD 21863

6. Representation in Existing sistorical surveys

title

date — _federal ___ state __ county ___ local

pository for survey records

city, town state




7. Description Survey No. W0-27]

Condition Check one Check one

excellent ____deteriorated ____ unaltered ____ original site
____good ____ruins _x altered —__ moved date of move
____ftair ___ unexposed

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its
various elements as it exists today.

Historically identified as the Benson-Morris house, this two-story single-pile
frame house stands at 302 West Market Street in Snow Hill, Worcester
County, Maryland. The two-story, four-bay frame dwelling faces southeast
with the gable roof oriented on a northeast/southwest axis.

Estimated to date to around 1830, this two-story, four-bay frame
house rests on a low brick foundation, and it is sheathed with a layer of
plain weatherboards. The medium pitched roof is covered with asphalt
shingles. Attached to the west gable end is a single story one-room plan
wing, and a shed addition stretches across the back of the house. The
property extends back to the Pocomoke River.

The southeast (main) elevation is an asymmetrical four-bay facade
with an off-center entrance and flanking nine-over-nine sash windows. The
six-panel front door, covered by louvered shutters, is topped by a four-
light transom. The entrance is covered by a single-bay gable roofed porch
supported on Tuscan columns. Louvered shutters flank the windows as
well. The second floor is pierced by four unevenly spaced six—over-six
sash windows. Rising through the center of the main block is an internal
brick chimney stack.

The east gable end is lighted by nine-over-six sash windows on the
first floor and six-over-six sash on the second floor. The west gable end
is partially covered by the single-story one-room plan wing that formerly
housed the kitchen. A single six-over-six sash window defines the south
side.

The interior of the house has not changed significantly since the
early nineteenth century. The main block is divided unusually into three
rooms with a short cross hall, containing a corner stair, that fronts a
bedroom. A large living room, extending the full depth of the house, is
located to the west of the hall. The woodwork throughout the house
dates to the early nineteenth century and displays late Federal and Greek
Revival stylistic forms.



8. Significance Survey No. W0-271]

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
__ prehistoric ____ archeology-prehistoric ____ community planning ____ landscape architecture____ religion
——1400-1499 ____ archeology-historic —_ conservation — law ____science
- 1500-1599 agriculture ____economics —literature ____ sculpture
.1600-1699 X architecture _ education — military —__social/
—_1700-1799 ___ art ____engineering —_ music humanitarian
—x_ 1800-1899 ___ commerce — exploration/settlement ___ philosophy — theater
—— 1900~ ____ communications —— industry ___politics/government ____ transportation
____invention — other (specity)
Specific dates Builder/Architect
check: Applicable Criteria: _ A _ B xC _ D
and/or
Applicable Exception: _ A B € _ D _E _F _ G
Level of Significance: _ national _ state xlocal

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and
support.

The Benson-Morris house is one of the oldest dwellings to remain standing
in the western residential district of Snow Hill. Estimated to date to the
second quarter of the nineteenth century, perhaps around 1830, this two-
story, four-bay dwelling is finished with late Federal and Greek Revival
style woodwork.

The earliest history of this town property is inexact, but the
property was held during the 1850s by Eliza L. Benson, who purchased the
house and lot from Samuel H. Jarman, Sheriff of Worcester County, in
September 1852.(EDM 5/170) The property had been involved in a court
case that dated as far back as 1837 between Ann D. Wilson and Thomas
A. Spence, late of Worcester County. When Eliza Benson acquired the
property in 1852 the deed mentioned the land being the lot on which the
said Eliza now resides. Eliza L. Benson began to sell part interest in the
house to Maria J. Morris in the winter of 1860.(WET 2/62) The Market
Street property remained in Morris family hands until May 1927.(SMC
56/449) The current resident, another long-time owner, has held the title
to the property since 1947.(16/322)



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No.W0-27 1

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name Quadrangle scale

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references
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Verbal boundary description and justification

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

name/title Paul B. Touart, Architectural Historian

organization Private consultant/Worcester Co. date 9/30/89
street&number P. 0. Box 5 telephone 301-651-1094
city or town Westover state MD 21871

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement.

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of
individual property rights.

return to: Maryland Historical Trust
Shaw House
21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 269-2438

PS-2746



W0-271 CHAIN-OF-TITLE
BENSON-MORRIS HOUSE

MABEL JONES HOUSE

302 West Market Street

Snow Hill, MD 21863

16/322 Faye Rothenstein
Benjamin Rothenstein

to

7/24/1947 Mabel L. Jones

CWN 10/159 G. Randolph Mount
Ethel J. Mount

to

6/27/1946 Faye Rothenstein
Benjamin Rothenstein

SME 56/449 Mary A. Morris
to
5/19/1927 G. Randolph Mount

Ethel J. Mount

GHR 2/370 Edward R. Benson
to
9/25/1866 Mary A. Morris, and after her death to
husband Francis P. Morris and to daughter
Mary A. Morris '"all my undivided interest

in and to the House and parcel of land in
the Village of Snow Hill

WET 2/62 Eliza L. Benson
to

2/7/1860 Maria J. Morris $180 wundivided half interest



BENSON-MORRIS HOUSE
MABEL JONES HOUSE

Wo-37]

302 West Market Street

Snow Hill,

WET 3/124

12/3/1861

EDM 5/170

9/14/1852

21863

commonly called the "Steam Mill Lot"

Eliza L. Benson
to

Edward R. Benson $400

Samuel H. #¥## Jarman, Sheriff
to

Eliza L. Benson $360

Whereas at a county court of Worcester County
begun and held at Snow Hill Town on 2 Nov.
1837, a certain Ann D. Wilson recovered
against a certain Thomas A. Spence, late of
Worcester County, yeoman, as well as the sum
$§2,770--1it being the lot on which the said
Eliza now resides.
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BENSON-MORRIS HOUSE

Snow Hill, Maryland Quadrangle
1966
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