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Showell United Methodist Church 
Showell 
Public worship 

1903-1904 

Showell United Methodist church traces its history back to the turn of the 

twentieth century whend several families living in and around the village 

of Showell decided to organize a Methodist congregation. With enough 

local support it was decided to engage in a construction program to erect 

a church in the small village. During a meeting held on May 13, 1903, a 

building committee was chosen consisting of Rev. R. H. Lewis, John W. 

Mumford, F. C. Truitt, C. C. Mumford, F. C. Tr11i:tt, C. J. McCabe, J. M. 

Moore, C. F. Gumm, J. M. Ryan, and O. M. Shockley. Within the 

following week $500 was raised for the project. The church was 

completed the following spring and dedicated on March 13, 1904, by the 

Reverend R. H. Lewis. The rear church hall was erected in 1954. 

The Showell United Methodist church stands out as one of the most 

architecturally distinctive buildings in this roadside village in northern 

Worcester County. Built during the first decade of the twentieth century, 

the exterior boasts a two-story pyramidal roofed tower and a Gothic 

arched entrance. The principal sides of the church are pierced by 

tripartite colored glass windows. 
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Survey No. W0- 285 

Maryland Historical Trust 
State Historic Sites Inventory Form 

Magi No. 

DOE yes no 

1. Name (indicate preferred name) 

historic 

and/or common SHOWELL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

2. Location 

street & number North side of Pitts Road __ not for publication 

city, town Showell vicinity of congressional district F i r s t 

state Maryland county Worcester 

3. Classification 
Category Ownership Status Present Use 

district- public x occupied agriculture museum 

x building(s) x private unoccupied commercial park 

structure both work in progress educational private residence 

site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment x religious 

object • x yes: restricted government scientific - 1n process 
x being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation 
not applicable no military other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners) 

name Trustees of Showell United Methodist Church 

street & number Pitts Road telephone no.: 

city, town Showell state and zip code MD 21862 

s. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Worcester County Clerk of Court liber 

street & number Worcester County Courthouse folio 

city, town Snow Hill state MD 21863 

&. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

tit le 

date __ federal __ state county __ local 

apository for survey records 

city, town state 

----·-- ... ·---- -



7. Description Survey No. W0-285 

Condition Check one 
_unaltered 

x altered 

Check one 
x 

x 
_excellent 

good 
__ fair 

_ deteriorated 
• _ruins 

_unexposed 

_ original site 
_moved date of move 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

The Showell United Methodist church stands on the north side of 
Pitts Road west of US Route 113 in the village of Showell, Worcester 
County, Maryland. The single story T-shaped frame structure faces south 
with the principal gable oriented on an east/west axis. 

Built in 1903-1904, the aluminum sided frame b11ilding is supported 
by a low brick foundation and is covered by a steeply pitched asphalt 
shingle roof. Rising in the southeast corner is a two-story entrance and 
bell tower topped by a pyramidal roof. Extending to the rear is a single 
story addition that contains the church hall and Sunday School rooms. 

The south (main) elevation is an asymmetrical facade with a large 
gable front pierced by a tripartite, pointed arch colored glass window. 
The eaves to the roof are slightly extended and the rafter feet are 
exposed. The adjacent corner is marked by a Gothic arched double door 
entrance on the first floor. The doors have been replaced. The bellfry is 
open, and it is trimmed with simple cross brackets in the corners and a 
short turned baluster railing. The pyramidal roof has a slight kick to the 
eave. 

The east and west sides of the church are gabled elevations as well 
with tripartite windows flanked by single lancet windows. 

stretching across the back of the main b11ilding is a shed roofed 
addition that joins the church with the rear addition. The church hall is a 
long single story structure covered by a steeply pitched asphalt shingle 
gable roof. A separate entrance is located at the southeast corner, and 
the interior is lighted by two-over-two· sash windows. An interior brick 
stack rises through the roof. 

The church interior was not seen. 

• 



8. Significance Survey No. W0-285 

Period Areas of Significance Check and justify below 
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture x religion 
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science 

- 1500-1599 agriculture • literature sculpture economics 
1600-1699 x architecture education military social/ 
1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian 
1Boo-1899 commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater 

x 1900- communications industry politics/government transportation 
invention other (specify) 

Specific dates 1903-1904 Builder/ Architect 

check: Applicable Criteria: A _B xC D 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: x A B C D E F G 

Level of Significance: national state x local 

Prepare both a sununary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

The Showell United Methodist church stands out as one of the most 
architecturally distinctive buildings in this roadside village in northern 

-

Worcester County. Built in 1903-1904, the exterior boasts a two-story 
pyramidal roofed tower and a Gothic arched entrance. The principal sides 
of the church are marked by tripartite colored glass windows. 

HISTORY AND SUPPORT 

Showell United Methodist Church traces its history back to the t11rn 
of the twentieth century when several families living in around the village 
of Showell decided to organize a Methodist congregation. With enough 
local support it was decided to engage in a construction program to erect 
a church in the small village. During a meeting held on May 13, 1903 a 
building committee was chosen consisting of Rev. R. H. Lewis, John W. 
Mumford, F. C. Tr11i:tt, C. c. Mumford, F. c. Tr11itt, c. J. McCabe, J. M. 
Moore, C. F. Gumm, J. M. Ryan, and O. M. Shockley. Within the 
following week $500 was raised for the project. The church was 
completed the following spring and dedicated on March 13, 1904 by the 
Reverend R. H. Lewis. The rear church hall was erected in 1954. 

-
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9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 

Quadrangle name Quadrangle scale 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

Aj 
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Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

-
state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Paul B. Touart Architectural Historian 

organization Worcester County date 3/1/89 

street & number W o r c e s t e r C o u n t y C o u r t h o u s e telephone 301-632-1194 

city or town Snow Hill state MD 21863 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 
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$17,000 for the Churcl1 a11d $3,000 I I •. \V. llates Sf'l'\'e<I as :1ssist:1nt in 
for the present pars<111:1ge. Tl1ree IX.JO :1111! :ts 111i11ister i11 1844 an<l 
:iving n1en1l1ers w.:t<! 111e11.hers 1858. He is l>urietl in N:1ssaw:1n­
t!1en:: Mrs. Cor:1 Go<lfre_v, )!rs. I·:va 1.r<1 Cen1etery a11<l it is in his hono1· 
J,ee Moore ancl Mrs. An·11ie Ta~·lor. that the Churcl1 is 11a111cd. It is 
Four well known but recently de- interesting to .nQte that inany 
ceased me111bers \\'ere: l\1rs. Cor:t 11eople aro11nd Snow Hill be:1r 
Henman, Mr. Siclney G<><lfrey, Mrs. na111es of <>11c of these e:1rly 1nin·­
Sarah Parsons an<i l\1rs. Sallie isters. 

Truitt. 
In the early days <if R:1tes 

Church, it was custo111:1ry for the 
ministers to ch:1nge :1l111<1st e\•ery 
yiear. There v.·ere 4!) n1inisters be­
tween 1833 and 1900. One of these, 

The 11resent Churcl1 b11il<li11g was 
reliuilt in l!l47 un<ler tl12 lea<l•ership 
<if 11?e\•. El1ner Shield :it a cost of 
$fi5,0<>0. Its 11rese11t 11:1stor is Rev. 
ll:1rvey Flater. 

- ----·------ . ---------· -- -

·- ----- -- ----- ----------------·- ---

Showell Chu·rch Had Start In 
Little Red School House In 1903 
In 1!103 the litt:l·c con1111unity of 

Showell conEistt><l of :1 gl'ner:1l 
Ft•Jre, a Post Ot1fice, the Rail ro:t<l 
Depot and tJhe little Red School 
lI011se over the Bra11ch, surrou11 
tied by nJ1t n1ore tlhan :1 dozer. 
l1~n1rs. 

Thrre \\·:1s no Cl1u1·ch nor 11lacc 
of public \VorshiJl. T·hose wl10 
were christians helcl n1embcrsh!p 
in Bish~1pville, ScJ;byville, Fra11;,_ 
·fore! and el>sewhPre, b11t no 

( 

lll<lVt'111!'nt ha<I c\·e.r been initi.ate<! 
to 1irovitle sltch a 11J.itce of wor­

sl1i11. 
T,he story or history of Show-

<'11 Ohl1rch c11nnot be a0cl1ri1te1'y 
1101' tr11thfl1lly t<il1l without giv­
in,g consid1,rable n1ention .of the 
!\1un1for<l na111e whic·h witho,ut a 
<i<111.bt 11io11<'cre<I in envisio11ing a. 
better Sho\vell (~01nn1,t1nity with 
:1 littl<· ch11rch in its center. 

C. C. M11n1forrl, :1lreacly settled 

J 

( 

i11 Sho\\'ell, hi1cl prPvio11s!~· intro-' 11ncl (). l\1. Shock!P\'. One \\'eel' 
~luce<I c:o111111e1·cial '1'0111:1l<J (:111111- !;1ter Oil '.\<lay 20tJh.,. the c:o111111it-
!n1g-. t I I t I I t • , • • 

1 
<'e con \'<'Iler 11nt rr,11or e< t 1a ·. 

lTe. and 111s b1'<)t\1t>l', .J.01111 \'v., I $500 ha<l bcf'll s11liscribed a11<I 
a~~<1c1~1t.~<I with bh" ll<>\~1·11 broth- I tl1.ey v.·erc ;1l1lhorizecl Lo 1>rc>eceti 
e1 ~· .. F,l1Jalh arl<.1. 1\r11, o! ~ewarJ,, 1 11;1~h ·11l11ns for the lil1ildi11g. 
l\Ia1yl11n<I'. dt1e1cle1! lo li111!cl anti I The co111:11ittee 111011<·<1 pron111tl~· 
OJll!l':1te 111 Showt•ll 11 811'\11 1111<1 \•isiting othe1· c.J1urchl's s<>curing 
Pl:1.11ing Mill i11 cc1nncct.i<111 \\'.iti1, ]Jrices a11r otl1er 1lctails i11 c.t>nn­
tl1c1r _cl1•al~11g.s in 'l'in11l11•r, J,11111l1er l'~tion witl1 ti1c Jll'<>ject ancl 011 
lint] (::llllllllg' ?f '_l'C>lll!ll<JL'S. ;\t1g·l1st 24lJ1., lhl'~' lll<:t (o fJpC!I 

At the l>eg·1nn111g· of till' year tl1l• se:•IPcl lii<ls. 
lflO:l, Joh11 W. l\1t1111fc>r1!, t<1getl1- 'fht! \York :;t:1rted pro111ptl•· . ntl 

. th I . f . I .. •
1 

<'I' w1 11s 1111111~', lllove,I ~01 · 111<>,·ecl s1>ee<lily for\vard t<i <"0111. 
SJ~ow~l'l itn<I Jl.l'O<"Pf'<lecl to ~rcct :1j1>letion an<! on l\'larc·h l;{tlh., 1~104, 
Mill I !ant w,J11ch '"'.ls l1l g.1\'e Clll 11l1e c:h11reh \\'llS <l1•tlicate<I llllt!er 
pl'o.yn1ent to a co11s1rl1·1·1~l1ll' n11n~- ! tl1c <lirl·ction 1)f tl1<: l'ii,;tor, }{i•v. 
b<'1 o.f lab?rers anti 111!11<'\1 1iro111- I 1{. II. J,e\vis, ,,.i,tl1 tl1c tot11! ex1i••11 
dee! t11<.' st111111!~1nt Pss1•nti:1! t<i tl1e '. sc•s eitll<'I' 11ai<l i11 <·a,,J1 or stib. 
<lc!\'Cio·11111ent 11f :t 111ort• 111·c1srier- ! 'cri1itio11s. 

• • 

(!LIS C.!>111111l11111~-. ' ()11 .J1111uary 2.Jth., ][I]() tl1c 
. A·fl(•J' :1 1'<·1~· \VC'Pks th!' ll•J1tin1is- I JVI1•n's Ilil>IP (:i:1ss n1 1·t in t~•· <>Id 

tic 1111turc <>I .f<1l111 \\1• l\'l11111ford · Dr~pcit ;1111! l'l'ft·i·tl'tl :111 org-11 niiii­
IJ<·1g·a11 to a,.;st:rt itself. Tl is :11111bi- · tion a11d :1<l<ipte1l the 111; 111 <' cif 
t111n \\'its t<i erect :1 llousP tll•(li- ·'!'he llrothe1·hood Ne\\' )lo\'i·ni ·nr 
C:1tccf t.o the \\llll'SJ1ip of (:ocf. ',\<lu}t Jli}yjp ('Jass. l 

The first ·pro11os11l 1vas ll1:1l a I In l !JI:~ 011 l"lllll' l! T 'I •}•'· . 
S I S I 

. ' . " "c .11-

• 'llll< llY • c.11><11 ·<1111! Pre11('l1ing- i lc111d, :1 l>rilliant fl'lloiv \\'hl'f' 
Ser·vicn b I· I I ''-c 0111:11<'< 111 t, I<'. Ii~llc i >ilJ!t· i11lt'l'Jlrl'l!tl.ic>ns firsl s 11 g-g_ 
J{ed Scho(1} ll:itlsl'. l'<•r1111s:-;1011 ! Psl<'<l l<i lls lih<· Jll'l'al'l1i11g- tecnn!­
\\'<lH sc>11g·l1t :111d g·r:1nlt•1l l1v tl1P '<111c ,,·hi··l1 t"t111e I<> l · I r , , • • , '-- ' · )(• l'Cl'()g'll IZ<'\ 
fpus!ees of Ll1e Sl'hoo·l an<I 1.J-,, •. ;;ttl'l' :1,; 111>0:(ll'r11is111. ~o onp fa 111 _ 
\\'orc<'sl1'i' ('.1iu11ly Sl'honl llo;1r<l 1 iii;1r with this 1·ra \\'ill fitil tci rl' 
c;f T~<l11c:1ti1i11, and sl'rvicc·s \\'•~l'e 111e111b"r the olistrPt>l·rous· \'Olin"' 
l1e.g·u11. c:o!l lie lit>l'l'()\\l(•d f1·0111 llro.' J()}l~ 

. 'l'he1·e .w,ere in .. t};p c<i111111t1nity Iloclle)' :ind 111hicl1 in a lirl'<tt·h of 
srx <11· "'J.:'llt. f<tn11l1es ,,,]10 re;1(:i.ccl, 111iFconrlue.t lir<ike tl1e 111inist.er'·· 
so f:111?1,'11.lily 1111.<I c:11tl111si:1sticall)· j leg. . " 
th:1l ,

1
v1t:h1n. a IP\\' sh.c1rl \Vl'!'ks, I N. (:. 8!'11,;<111 canll' in 1!115, 

11et11:1 ly <>n Lil<' l:lth d,ay ,,f Mit)',. serve<! failhf11l·l\· lllac]c f · j 

l O
'l · . , r1enc s, 

!l . ! 11 n1ect1n·g·. \l'_as <'<tlletl . to sl:1ye<I 011ly cine )'t·ar. 
<·011s1dcr the ]J<1ss1h1l1l)' of l>111ld-

1 
In the l~·all of l!l!i-1, tl1e Metli-

1117·, :1 (:,}111rrh. ! oclist Youth Ft·llo\1'.~l1ip of tJ11e 
I he res,11nnse v.·;1s i111111<•cliat" •C1111rcl1, ad dell rPst 1•(10111s :in<I :i 

n11<l r<111111li:te 1111<1 the• l'nnclt1si•>ll 11:111 tl1:1t l'on11t•clecl till' <•hlll'l•l1 tG 
111:1s l'<'<lc,llell tl111t. i~ lc>okc<I !>·<>SS- tl1c Co111111u11it)' TT11ll. Tl1e11 i11 
il1IP that 11 (;}111rl'l1 <·<1111<1 ;1n.J 1!J55 thP sa111t! FPllo\\'shi11 Jl11t i11 
sl10111l<l lil' buil>t and '''h<'ll tl10 a ne•,\' l1eating 1>li1nt that hl':1ts 
i11eeti111.(' :1<ij<1ur11etl a l1uil<li11g-, I.lie Pnlire liuil<li11g·, ancl 11aicl the 
C~o111111ittl'<' J1acl bc<·n set 'lJ,(l con- '!iii! <ln\\·n lo ]pss th:tn one hun-
5isting of Tlev. !{. ll. [,<•\vis, .J. V.'. <!reel clollars <luring- tl1at t•alender 
M111n1f1Jrd, C. (~. M1111l'f1ir1l, I~. (:. )·1·111-. F<Jr lh<' 11ast l\\'O \'Cars the 
'l'1·uilt, C .J. Mt·(~1ob1', J. l\>l.1 l{e\e1·,.ntl I~. C:arrc1ll .f;1slis !~:is 
Morirt', C. I•'. <:u111111, .J. M. llya11 I l1t•c•11 11:1st.:r <1f t,hc· cl1t1rch. 

- • 
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