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INDIVIDUAL PROPERTY/DISTRICT
MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST
INTERNAL NR-ELIGIBILITY REVIEW FORM

Property/District Name: Showell Store Survey Number:WO-289

Project: Road Widening-US 113 Agency: SHA

Site visit by MHT Staff: X no ____ yes |Name Date

Eligibility recommended X Eligibility not recommended

Criteria: X A _ B X C _ D Considerations: __A ___B___C__ D __ E ___F G __ None
Justification for decision: (Use continuation sheet if necessary and attach map)

The Showell Store, which stands at the northwest corner of the intersection of US Rte 113 and
Pitts Road in the center of Showell, in Worcester County, MD 1is considered eligible for
listing on the National Register of Historic Places.

The two-story frame store is a central fixture in this small crossroads village. A store,
which stood on the site by 1819 and was probably erected under the ownership of Lemuel
Showell, may be incorporated into the present building. The building was later modified,
enlarged and embellished with its character-defining bracketed eaves, boxed cornice with
returns and front shed-roof porch. The Showell Store 1s significant as a village store and
commercial center for the surrounding rural area from the early 19th century until the
Lresent day. The store building, which reflects traditional commercial development in a

ral setting , is eligible for listing under Criterion A. The property is also eligible
-«1der Criterion C as an example of a 19th-century rural crossroads store building. The
property 1s not known to have associations with persons significant to our past and is thus
not eligible under Criterion B.
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Prepared by:MHT Form, Paul Touart, March 1989; Amendment Form, KCI Technologies, 1996.
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w0-289 c. 1810, c. 1860

Showell Store
Showell
Private

The Showell store is a central fixture in this small crossroads village
located in northern Worcester County. Trimmed with bracketed eaves, the
two~-story, three-bay frame store was built in two principal stages with the
western portion of the front block predating the balance of the structure.
A section of beaded weatherboards and driven wrought-iron pintels that
survive on the first floor window point to an early nineteenth century date

for the oldest part of the store.

Due to the early nineteenth century date the western portion of the
store 1s thought to date from the ownership of Lemuel Showell I. At his
death in 1818 his large agricultural and commercial holdings were divided
between his children. The store remained in Showell family hands until
1887 when Lemuel Showell III transferred the property in trust to George
M. Upshur and Daniel A. Massey. Three years later the store property
was purchased by Daniel Massey for $1525.00. The property description
details the land near "Showell's Station...known as the Store House Lot
whereon the store house now occupied by D. A. Massey is located,
together with the Granary 1lot lying on the opposite side of the county

road." After the store passed from Daniel Massey's ownership in 1895 it

changed hands eight times.
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survey No.

WO0-289
. . Magi No.
Maryland Historical Trust
State Historic Sites Inventory Form DOE __yes _ no
1 s Name (indicate preferred name)
historic SHOWELL STORE
and/or common
2. Location
street & number Corner of Pitts Road and US Route 113 — not for publication
city, town Showell ____ vicinity of congressional district First
state Maryland county Worcester
3. Classification
Category Ownership S}t{atus Present Use
—__district — public — occupied —___agriculture _____ museum
_x_building(s) __x_private ____ unoccupied _* commercial ___park
- Structure ___both —_ work in progress ___ educational ____ private residence
— Ssite Public Acquisition Accessible __ entertainment _____religious
- oObject — In process X _yes: restricted —__ government —___ scientific
S being considered . yes: unrestricted — industrial transportation
_~ not applicable —_NO _____ military ____other:

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners)

name E. Antoinette DeCarlo
street & number 3370 Ocean Pines telephone no.:
city, town Berlin state and zip code MD 21811

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Worcester County Clerk of Court liber FWH 659
street & number Worcester County Courthouse folio 738
city, town Snow Hill state MD 21863

6. Representation in Existing =Historical Surveys

title

date — _federal ____state ___county __ iocal

i

pository for survey records

city, town state

e ———



7. Description Survey No. y0-289

Condition Check one Check one

_____ excellent —_deteriorated __ unaltered X original site

X_ good ____ ruins _2 altered ——_moved date of move
— fair _____ unexposed

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its
various elements as it exists today.

The Showell store stands on the northwest corner of the intersection of US
Route 113 and Pitks Road in the center of Showell, Worcester County,
Maryland. The two-story, three-bay frame building faces south with the
gable roof oriented on an east/west axis.

Built in two principal stages, the western portion of the front block
is an early nineteenth century structure that was enlarged by an east end
addition during the mid nineteenth century. The front block is supported
by a combination rusticated concrete block and brick foundation with a
partially excavated cellar. Aluminum siding covers much of the store,
however a section of beaded weatherboards remains exposed under the
porch at the west end. The steeply pitched roof, covered with wood
shingles, 1is trimmed with a bracketed eave. Attached to the back of the
building is a shed roofed addition.

The south (main) elevation is an asymmetrical three-bay facade
marked by a center entrance and flanking bays with large plate glass
display windows. A six-over-six sash window is located next to the west
bay with driven wrought iron pintels. The shed roof porch that stretches
across the first floor is enclosed at the east end with three two-over-two
sash windows. Metal columns replace the original posts. Lighting the
second floor are three evenly spaced single-pane sash windows. A narrow
brick stove stack rises through the roof next to the east bay.

The gable ends follow along similar finishes with bracketed eaves
and single pane sash windows. Small four-pane windows pierce the upper
gable to light the attic. A gable roofed exterior bulkhead on the east end
allows access to the partially excavated cellar. An exterior stair on the
east side of the rear wing provides access to the second floor.



8- Significance Survey No. WO0-289

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
prehistoric ____ archeology-prehistoric ___ community planning ___ landscape architecture rel.igion
—1400-1499 ___ archeology-historic —___ conservation __law —_Sscience
-1500-1599 ___ agriculture —___ economics _ literature —_ sculpture
_1600-1699 X __ architecture — education — military — social/
17001799 ___ art —__engineering — . music humanitarian
—x 1800-1899 ___ commerce — exploration/settiement ___ philosophy — theater
— 1900- —_ communications — industry — politics/government ____ transportation
____invention _____ other (specify)
Specific dates Builder/Architect
check: Applicable Criteria: = A B X C D
and/or
Applicable Exception: _ A B € D _E _F G
Level of Significance: national state % local

e ] el —
e

ambi— i

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and
support.

The Showell store is a central fixture in this small crossroads village
located in northern Worcester County. Trimmed with bracketed eaves,
the two-story, three-bay frame store was built in two principal stages with
the western portion of the front block predating the balance of the
structure. A section of beaded weatherboards and driven wrought-iron
pintels which survive on the first floor window point to an early
nineteenth century date for the oldest part of the store.

HISTORY AND SUPPORT

Due to the early nineteenth century date of the western portion of
this crossroads store, it is thought that the oldest section was erected
during the lifetime of Lemuel Showell I. At his death in 1818 his large
agricultural and commercial holdings were divided between his children.
The store remained in Showell family hands until 1887 when Lemuel
Showell III transferred the property in trust to George M. Upshur and
Daniel A. Massey.(JWS 2/87) Three years later the store property was
purchased by Daniel Massey for $1525.00.(JMR 1/636) The property
description details the land near “Showell's Station...known as the Store
House Lot whereon the store house now occupied by D. A. Massey is
located, together with the Granary lot lying on the opposite side of the

county road." After the property passed from Daniel Massey's ownership
in 1895 it changed hands eight times.



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. WO-289

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name Quadrangle scale

UTM References (o NOT complete UTM references

g ST I N T I T g P P T I P A T

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

3 I I AT A T <1 W I N I AR I T A
N I T N . Pl Ll Lo J b by gy
3 I I T T N A T Hl b L Lo g Tt by [y |

Verbal boundary description and justification

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

name/title Paul B. Touart, Architectural Historian

organization Worcester County date 3/1/89

street & number Worcester County Courthouse telephone 632-1194
city or town Snow Hill state MD 21863

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement.

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of

individual property rights.

return to: Maryland Historical Trust
Shaw House
21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 269-2438

PS-2746



Addendum Sheet

WO-289 Preparer: Stuart Paul Dixon
Showell Store Date Prepared: 10 February 1997

Worcester County
Page 7.2 - Description

In an attempt to determine theevolution of this commercial structure, additional field
inspection of the Showell Store was conducted by KCI Technologies, Inc. on June 28, 1996.
Requests to undertake further field analysis have not been permitted as of mid-July 1996.

An examination of the store’s basement area revealed a brick foundation set atop uncoursed
fieldstone. A four-foot wide section in the center of the south foundation wall possesses
brick the entire distance between the sill and the dirt floor of the basement. A relatively-
modern, squarish, brick chimney pile supporting a first-story heating stove flue defines the
eastern border of the all-brick portion of the foundation. A vertical seam in the brick
defines the western edge. This all-brick section of the foundation may indicate an earler
opening providing access into basement. There are no corresponding seams in the north

foundation wall that might signify the removal of an earlier interior wall.

The brick portions of the southern and northern foundation walls each exhibit three window
openings with three horizontal iron bars blocking access into the basement. The basement
window placement closely matches the upper story fenestration of the main, southern
elevation. A brick, round-arch hearth base occupies the center of the west foundation wall.
The hearth and related chimney pile have been removed from the upper stories of the store.

A short ladder nailed to the west end of the southern elevation’s foundation may have
provided access to the basement area from the first story, but now abuts first story
floorboards. Floor joists consist of round logs, most still possessing bark on their exteriors.
Most wood surfaces possess a coat of whitewash. A bulkhead basement entrance

penetrating the east elevation’s foundation has been added during the last 15 years.

The current owner, Antoinette DeCarlo, informed the surveyors that she has not remodeled
the interior spaces of the store save to add modern heating, plumbing and electrical service.
Wood paneling remains underneath the lone surviving original window opening in the west
end of the south elevation’s first story. The interior of the original store contains one large
room.

Beaded weatherboard, identified by an earlier field examination of the Showell Store as
probably indicating different periods of construction (Touart 1989), covers the entire
northern elevation of the original one-room deep, three-bay wide store building. A shed-
roofed addition along the store’s entire north elevation shields the weatherboard from view.
A stair rising along the exterior of this elevation now provides access to the store’s second
story.



Addendum Sheet

WO-289 Preparer: Stuart Paul Dixon
Showell Store Date Prepared: 10 February 1997

Worcester County
Page 8.2 - Significance

Based upon the limited additional field analysis permitted by the current owner, determining
a date of construction for the Showell Store remains perplexing. Surviving fabric in the
basement area, and the original weatherboard sheathing the entire northern elevation,
indicates that construction of the earliest portion of the current store building probably
occurred at one time as opposed to during two periods. Although stone foundations from
an earlier building are present, it does not appear that any additional fabric survives from
an earlier building.

The earliest portions of the building may indeed relate to Lemuel Showell I's (died 1818)
ownership and operation of a store on his Cropton plantation located on the south and west
sides of the Middle Branch of St. Martin’s River, land that includes the present day village
of Showell. An 1819 inventory of Showell’s estate contained 13 pages of store goods.
Lemuel Showell II inherited his father’s Cropton estate "where the store house stands.” At
his death in 1859, Showell had acquired personal property valued at over $40,000. In
addition to the store, at his death Showell also owned three granaries, a mill, 11 farm
properties, coastal vessels and lighters, and 83 slaves (TPP 3-76). The Lemuel Showell
House, circa 1830 (WO-284), stands a short distance south of the store property along the
east side of US 113. The Showell House has previously been determined eligible for listing
on the National Register of Historic Places by the Maryland Historical Trust and the

Maryland State Highway Administration.

Lemuel Showell III received the store property from his father’s estate. Showell became one
of the Wicomico & Pocomoke Railroad’s leading promoters and financial backers during the
late 1860s. During the next decade Showell also helped bankroll the Worcester Railroad
which eventually built its line a short distance west of the store. Showell also invested in the
early development of Ocean City, MD (Touart 1994:293-94). Showell probably over
extended his finances during this period, for in 1887 he was forced to sell all his properties
and personal belongings, including the store, in order to meet his many outstanding debts.

Daniel Massey acquired the store house property in 1890 but placed all his personal and real
property under the care of a trustee the following year in order to pay his creditors.

Between 1895 and July of 1996, seven owners have operated a store at the Showell
crossroads.

Significant as a village store and commercial center for the surrounding rural area from the
mid-nineteenth century through to the present day, the Maryland State Highway
Administration and the Maryland Historical Trust have determined the Showell Store eligible

for listing on the National Register of Historic Places under Criterion A, reflections of broad



Addendum Sheet

WO-289 Preparer: Stuart Paul Dixon
Showell Store Date Prepared: 10 February 1997

Worcester County
Page 8.3; Significance

patterns of history. Recommended boundaries for the eligible property enclose a portion
of the current tax parcel containing less than one acre of land as illustrated on the attached
site map. The National Register boundaries follow the tax parcel boundaries on the west,
south and east, and a fence line on the north. Although once part of a much larger tract
of land, other properties once associated with the store now possess non-related structures.
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Showell Store Date Prepared: 10 February 1997
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Historic Context:

MARYLAND COMPREHENSIVE HISTORIC PRESERVATION PLAN DATA

Geographic Organization:

Eastern Shore

Chronological/Development Period:

Agricultural-Industrial Transition A.D. 1815-1870
Industrial/Urban Dominance A.D. 1870-1930

Prehistoric/Historic Period Themes:

Economic (Commercial)

Resource Type:
Category: Building
Historic Environment: Rural
Historic Functions: Store

Known Design Source: None




WO0-289

SHOWELL STORE
Showell, Maryland
Chain of title

FWH 659/78 Manford T. Daisey
Agnes L. Daisey
to
4/6/1979 E. Antoinette DeCarlo

FWH 309/178

5/18/1971

FWH 106/287

3370 Ocean Pines
Berlin, MD 21811

S60,000 3.8]1 acres
Plat drawn 4/4/1979

James Clifford Hall
Rose Anne Hall

to

Manford T. Daisey
Agnes L. Daisey

Herman Ray Lewls
Maggie Lulu Lewtils

to
11/26/1957 James Clifford Hall
Rose Anne Hall
BB 30/202 Edith G. Mason, widow
to
7/8/1936 Herman Ray Lewis
Margie Lulu Lewis
PJ 10/483 Last will and testament

Upton L. Mason

to

Edith G. Mason

of



WO0-289 Page 2
SHOWELL STORE

Showell, Maryland

Chain of title

ODC 13/363 Savannah A. Bowen
Ara P. Bowen

to

2/7/1913 Upton L. Mason
Edith B. Mason

FHP 23/596 Elijah T. Bowen
Ella C. Bowen

Ara P. Bowen

Lo
10/30/1905 Savannah A. Bowen
S1200.00
FHP 7/4 1 Charles C. Mumford

Annie D. Mumford

to
11/4/1895 Elijah T. Bowen
Ara P. Bowen
$900.00
FHP 7/40 William T. Dickerson, trustee under

a deed of Trust from Daniel A. Massey

to

9/17/1895 Charles C. Mumford

"Showell's Store" containing two acres



WO0-289

SHOWELL STORE
Showell, Maryland
Chain of title

JMR 1/636
8/6/1890
JMR 1/635
8/5/1890
JWS 2/87
10/3/1887

Page 3

James C. Dirickson
Eliza B. Dirickson

to

Daniel A. Massey

$1525.00 all that land lying in the

Ninth Election District 1n Worcester
County near "Showell's Station" known

as '"The Store House Lot" whereon the

store house now occupied by D. A.Ada,sgy
is located, together with the "Granary
lot" lying on the opposite side of the
county road containing 19 acres...adjacent
to the Delaware, Maryland and Virginia
Railroad. ..

George M. Upshur, Daniel A. Massey,
trustees under a deed from Lemuel Showell

to

James C. Dirickson

whereas by a deed dated 10/3/1887 a
certalin Lemuel Showell conveyed to
George M. Upshur and Daniel Massey

Lemuel Showell
to

George M. Upshur and Daniel A. Massey

Land in trust "all that tract of land
lying 1n the third election district of
Worcester County known as the "Home Farm"
where the said Lemuel Showell now resides,
together with all that land known as the
"Store house lot"...



WO-289 Page 4
SHOWELL STORE

Showell, Maryland

Chain of title

T.T./287 Last will and testament of
Lemuel Showell, Sr.

to
Written Lemuel Showell and William Showell
9/19/1859
Proved

10/19/1859
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RESOURCE SKETCH MAP
Showell Store (WO-289)

Showell, Worcester County, MD

Selbyville, D.

=-MD Quad Map




LOCATION MAP
Showell Store (WO-289)
Showell, Worcester County, MD
Selbyville, DE-MD Quad Map




N T
s - - -
L.
< ” .
N < ”~ ' ‘
gy <
2 e s
~— /'y"é"-eé{g) /
- & ' :‘3'“ :
o T Ro vk
_'_; -4@/’: Ebenezer Ch
~ /
— "'
. 7
= . ”
:- . ".{ * *
4253 -7 )
.f
f ==
[ - "
:| 397
= .--_'
.
- .
N
,‘.;:h ' -
» T
. ".
JE i'\ .

- 196

— L
- —
_— —_
- —_—— -
Lo - - —_
L

e

/

2:C 000 FE=ET
ML
; - rr\h}
) =
f._._ —_— = m = - - 45‘
) -.-:h‘ B S
[ ) Héé‘}"’
o 4 \_-em o :
. *
| »
1249
:' >
s
. 29
] - .-'_: -.‘
J a
CiA8
- .,

- éam pbell v

W0-289
SHOWELL STORE

f Selbyville,

> e iy
e S
Ll

MD-DEL Quadrangle

-
-
|
.\
\ ‘
c.
\.\ : \.‘_ .
i '\
'L-f § \ ‘1\
Ay N
x‘h \1 !
\. I\.“'\.
.\. \

/
/:-"
I
||
|I!-

-
L ]
L
L |
kel ——
L
S o
A -
r
duy
—
- T
- r e
- e — 7
S e ™
. T e — ——"
- _ .

SHINGLE LANDI™

- ' waPER ® RS
] ., - n

Cem
0ld 5S¢ Martinij

Ch







449- &

Wo-2%9
Showell <Hore

Wovcester Co MV

Stuart Vivon
e |
Sted e %o\\\ wa\{ Adwin

West 6 Seowtn elevathons
\ [ 2




—
A
-
¥

S

L
Rl
!

1]

iNEs. |
] ]
p_

|

_1
w.. i
.l.. = R— o
" - .,
_ T
[
f
! ! |

-

_
'




(‘_"‘
149
-1

W
D...
S\nowzcbo‘
o e\l Sto
cester Z
) MV

St
b -
SC“ Vivon
le
e
Cost t N Bhway )
| o WA e\ B
e\(a-h\
on
S

z[3







1149 - 2
O

Wo-2%9
Showell Steofe

Woerceeter Co \ MV
Sruadt Vi

o lw o
Stote

e e
/ I s




