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W0-303 c. 1825, c. 1880 
Bratten-Jones House 
Snow Hill 
Private 

The Bratten-Jones house, also known as the Fehrer house, is a combination 

frame dwelling dating from two distinct periods. The front port ion, largely 

dating to fourth quarter of the nineteenth cent11ry, may comprise an early 

nineteenth century core that was extensively remodeled around 1880. 

Attached to the back of the house is an early nineteenth cent11ry rear 

wing that suggests the earlier house on ''Lot 54" was erected around 1825. 

Underpinned by a partially excavated foundation, the cellar under the main 

house contains a brick paved floor and an old hearth. These features, 

uncommon for the late nineteenth century, may date to the antebellum 

period. The rear wing is thought to have been part of the original house, 

and later moved around to its present location during the ownership of 

Augusta c. Bratten, which stretched from 1880 to 1903. 

According to the memories of Mrs. J. Clifton Nock, granddaughter 

of Augusta C. Bratten, the house her grandparents purchased in 1880 was 

a much smaller story-and-a-half frame structure that they enlarged 

significantly to suit their family of six children. The earlier part of the 

house, now comprising the rear wing, is believed to date to the early 

nineteenth century and perhaps as early as 1825. Nine-over-nine sash 

windows and covered over beaded floor joists are suggestive elements that 

support the antebellum date. 

Lots 54, 55, 56, and 5 7 were sold together from the estate 

seUlement of William Bishop in March 1846. The transfer price of $750 

suggests that the fo11r lots were improved in some manner albeit in a 
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modest way. Five years later David and Ann o. Richardson sold their 

interests in the four lots and improvements to John P. Robins for $1,200. 

John P. Robins held the property for only two years when he transferred 

it to Samuel Johnson, Sr. (1795-1857) During the Johnson's occupancy, 

which lasted until Elizabeth Johnson's death in July 1880, the adjacent 

unimproved lots, numbers 55, 56, and 57, were sold. After the Brattens 

twenty three year residency, the house and lot were sold to Lo11i sa F. 

Jones for $2,500. Louisa and her husband, Judge Robley D. Jones, 

occupied the house during the first quarter of the twentieth century. 

Although Judge Jones died in 1917, Jones family interest in the house was 

not sold until 1944. The c11rrent owners purchased the house in 1967. 

. ---------
. -·------·-- .. -----·-----------------
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EISTORIC CONTEXT IKFORl".iATION 

__ _, 

Resource Name: BRATTEN-JONES HOUSE 

MHT Inventory !~umber: W0-303 

MARYLAND C0}1PFEHENSIVE HISTORIC PRESERVATION PLAN DATA: 

1) Historic Period Theme(s): ARCHITECTURE 

2) Geoaranhic Orientation: 
~ . EASTERN SHORE 

3) Chronological/Developmental Period(s): 

4) Resource Type(s): 
• 

AGRARIAN/INDUSTRIAL TRANSITION 
1815-1870 

SINGLE-FAMILY DWELLING 

, 

• 

----------------
-· ···-------



Survey No. 
W0-303 

Maryland Historical Trust 
State Historic Sites Inventory Form 

Magi No. 

DOE yes no 

1. Name {_indicate preferred name} 

historic JUDGE ROBLEY D. JONES HOUSE, BRATTEN HOUSE 

and/or common BRATTEN-JONES HOUSE, FEHRER HOUSE 
• 

2. Location 

street & number 110 West Federal Street __ not for publication 

city, town Snow Hill vicinity of congressional district First 

state Maryland county Worcester 

3. Classification 
Category Ownership Status Present Use 

district· public x occupied agriculture museum 
x buildlng(s) x private unoccupied commercial park 

structure both work in progress educational x private residence 
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious 
object • x yes: restricted government scientific 1n process 

being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation 
x not applicable no military other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners) 

name Mr. and Mrs. Joseph W. Fehrer 

street & number I I 0 We s t F e d e r a 1 S t r e e t telephone no.: 

city, town Snow Hi 1 1 state and zip code MD 2 18 6 3 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Worcester County Clerk of Court liber FWH 2 2 2 

street & number Worcester County Courthouse folio 356 

city, town Snow Hill state MD 21863 

&. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title 

date __ federal __ state county __ local 

--ository for survey records 

city, town state 

- ------



7. Description 

Condition 
~excellent x _good 
_fair 

_ deteriorated 
__ ruins 
_unexposed 

Check one 
_unaltered 
_x altered 

Survey No. W0-303 

Check one 
x original site 

_moved date of move 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

The Judge Robley D. Jones house, more commonly called the Bratten house 
or the Fehrer house, st ands at 110 West Federal street in the center of 
Snow HilJ, Worcester County, Maryland. The two-and-a-half story, five bay 
frame dwelljng faces southeast with the principal gable roof oriented on an 
northeast/south west axis. 

Consisting of two distinct sections, this two-and-a-half story center 
hall/double-pile main house dates to the fourth quarter of the nineteenth 
century, while the rear two-story wing is significantly older, dating to the 
second quarter of the nineteenth century. Supported by a raised common 
bond brick foundation, the main block contains a par! i ally excavated cellar. 
A layer of aluminum siding covers the exterior, while the steeply pitched 
hip roof is sheathed with asphalt shingles. standing behind the house is a 
small nineteenth century stable • 

• 
The southeast elevation of the circa 1880 front section is a 

symmetrical facade with a center entrance and flanking two-over-two sash 
windows. The heavily molded four-panel front door is framed by sidelights 
and a three light transom. The flanking two-over-two sash windows are 
accompanied by louvered shutters. stretching across the first floor is a 
chamfered post porch. The second floor is marked by five two-over-two 
sash windows al.so hung with louvered shutters. Centered on the south 
slope of the hip roof is a clipped gable pierced by a smaller two-over-two 
sash window. Rising through the center sections of the roof are interior 
brick chimneys finished with corbelled caps. 

The southwest side elevation is also sheltered by the single s+-...ory 
porch. Two-over-two sash windows light the first and second floors. The 
porch does not extend around to the north side, but two-over-two sash 
windows light each floor. 

Covering part of the northwest (rear) elevation is a two-story early 
nineteenth cent11ry wing that apparently dates to the second quarter of the 
nineteenth century. From a description of the structure d11ring a 1970s 
renovation, the rear wing was originally a story-and-a-half structure later 
raised to a two-story height. Early nine-over-six nine sash windows 
survive on the first and second floors. Rising through the end of the wing 
is an interior brick chimney. 

The interior of the main house is finished with a combination of 
late Victorian and classica1Jy-inspired woodwork. The rear wing, on the 
other hand, has been remodeled as a living room, but beaded floor joists 
were exposed during the renovation and later covered. The cellar of the 
main block is partially excavated and contains a brick paving and former 
hearth. 



8. Significance Survey No. W0-303 

Period Areas of Significance Check and justify below 
_ prehistoric 
_ 1400-1499 

_ archeology-prehistoric community planning 
_ arc;:heology-historic conservation 

_landscape architecture_ religion 
_ law science 

1500-1599 
1600-1699 

_1700-1799 
x 1800-1899 

_1900-

_ agriculture economics _ literature sculpture 
x architecture education _ military social/ 

_art _ engineering _ music humanitarian 
__ commerce _ exploration/settlement philosophy theater 
__ communications _industry politics/govem111ent transportation 

_ invention other (specify) 

Specific dates Builder/ Architect 

check: Applicable Criteria: 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: 

Level of Significance: 

A B x C D 

A B C D E F G -
national state x local -

Prepare both a sununary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support-

The Bratten..tjones house, also known as the Fehrer house, is a combination 
frame dwelling dating from two distinct periods. The front portion, largely 
dating to fourth quarter of the nineteenth ~nt11ry, may comprise an early 
nineteenth ~ntury core that was extensively remodeled around 1880. 
Attached to the back of the house is an early nineteenth ~ntury rear 
wing that suggests the earlier house on ''Lot 54'' was erected around 18141( 
Underpinned by a par+...ially excavated foundation, the cellar under the main 
house contains a brick paved floor and an old hearth. These feat11res, 
uncommon for the late nineteenth ~ntury, may date to the antebellum 
period. The rear wing is thought to have been part of the original house, 
and later moved around to its present location during the ownership of 
Augusta C. Bratten, which stretched from 1880 to 1903. 

According to the memories of Mrs. J. Clifton Nock, granddaughter 
of Augusta C. Bratten, the house her grandparents purchased in 1880 was 
a much smaller story-and-a-half frame structure that they enlarged 
significantly to suit their family of six children. The earlier part of the 
house, now comprising the rear wing, is believed to date to the early 
nineteenth ~ntury and perhaps as early as 1825. Nine-over-nine sash 
windows and covered over beaded floor joists are suggestive elements that 
support the antebellum date. 

Lots 54, 55, 56, and 5 7 were sold together from the estate 
set! lement of William Bishop in March 1846. (GMH 9/17} The transfer price 
of $750 suggests that the four lots were improved in some manner albeit 
in a modest way. Five years later David and Ann o. Richardson sold their 
interests in the four lots and improvements to John P. Robins for 
$1,200. (EDM 4/169) John P. Robins held the property for only two years 
when he transferred it to Samuel Johnson, Sr. (1795-1857} (EDM 5/359) 
During the Johnson's occupancy, which lasted until Elizabeth Johnson's 
death in July 1880, the adjacent unimproved lots, numbers 55, 56, and 57, 
were sold. After the Brattens twenty three year residency, the house and 
lot were sold to Lo11isa F. Jones for $2,500. (FHP 19/472) Lo11isa and her 
husband, Judge Robley D. Jones, occupied the house during the first 
quart er of the twentieth ~ntury. Although Judge Jones died in 1917, 
Jones family interest in the house was not sold until 1944. (JEB 20/390} 
The current owners purchased the house in 1967. ( FWH 222/356} 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. W0-303 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 

Quadrangle name Quadrangle scale 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 
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Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

cl I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I oLJJ I I I I I I I I I I I 

E! I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I F LLJ I I I I I I I I I I I 

G! I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I H LLJ I I I I I I I I I I I 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title P a u 1 B • T o u a r t , A r c h i t e c t u r a 1 H i s t o r i a n 

organization P r iv a t e C on s u 1 t ant I W o r c e s t e r C o . date 11/1/89 

street & number P. O. Box 5 telephone 301-651-1094 

city or town Westover state MD 2 I 8 7 I 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for infor111ation and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 
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PART I 

HISI'ORI OF PROPIBTY 
&t 

• j))O - So3 

110 w. Federal Street, Snow Hill, Worceeter County, Maryland 
Based on Reaearch by 

Joseph w. Fehrcr, Feb1uary 1976 

ChronoloftJ' ot Property Transactions - - - - - - - - - - - - Paee~ 1 to h 

-
General Background, Evolvemcnt of Stn.ictures, Stories - - - Pages S to 10 

. 

House Description nnd L~out During Occupancy by Jones 
(190J-19L4) and by Fehrer (at pre~cnt - 1976)- - - - - Pages · l1-A & 11-H 

Anecdotes - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ~ - - - - Paee~ 12 to lh 

Alterations by Owners. Photographs. - - - ~ - - - - - - - Pages 15 to 18 

},!aps of Snow Hill, Worcester County, Maryland - - - - - - - Pages 19 to 25 
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- -- - --- - ·- -------------
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HISTORY 1 
110 w. Federal St. 
Snow Hill, Md. 

To 1 

From : 
Deed I 

Recorded I 
Price 1 

Descr. : 

To 
From 
Deed 

• • 
I 

: 
Recorded: 
Price : 
Descr. 1 

Chronolog;r of Prooerty Transactions 

Joseph W. Fehrer and IliA J. FPhrer, wife lB~ltimore, Md.) 
Ridgely Browne Stooksbury \Worcester Co.) 
August 29, 1967 
1''WH 222/356, SeptE·111ber 1, 1967 
$19,000.00 
All that parcel of l.smd lying and being situ~te on the north
westerly •ide of Federal Street in the To·n11 of Snow Hill, in the 
Second Election District o! Worcester County, Maryland, hang 
bounded on the northeast by the property !01 u1erly ot WilliMI s. 
Godfrey, on the northwest by The Presbyterian Church Ceu1etery 
propPrty, on the southwest by the property of Lulu M. Mason, 
!01111erly of Lillian A. ltason, and on the southeast by Federal 
Street, aforesaid. 

Ridgely Browne Stooksbury (Dorchester Co.) 
William H. Holloway and ElizRbeth J. Holloway, wite \Worcester Co.J 
November 20, 196) 
FNH 170/J2J, November 20, 1963 
$15,500.00 
Samf''11.s above 

To 
From 

: William H. Holloway And El.i~abeth J. Holloway, wife lWorcester Co.) 
: Helen Moore Denni~ '1:J an~ Samuel K. Dennis, husbarrl \Baltimore, Md.) And 

Julia P. Wimer y and Rich.l\rd B. ?tinder, husband lMontr,omf>ry Co.) 
Deed : October 7, 1950 
Recorded: ~NN )6/265, October 16, 1950 
PI ice : $8 ,000.00 
Descr. : - - bounded on the northeasterly side by the property of William s. 

Godfrey, on thP southeasterly side by the said Ji'ederal Street, on 
the southwesterly side by the property or Lillian A. Mason and others, 
and on the northwesterly side by the property of the Committee of the 
Presbyterian Church in Snow Hill - .;.. 

: Devisee of Juliet T. Purnell 
: Heiress of Bnma J. Purnell, Mother 

To 
From 

• • 
• • 

Deed l 

Recorded: 
Price : 
Descr. 1 

• 

F.mma J. Purnell, widow and Juliet T. Purnell, unmarried (WorcestE'r Co.) 
Charles A. Towr1send and Fmily J. Townsend, wi!e (temporarily residing 

in Atlantic City, N. J.) 
July 21, 194h 
JEB 20/J90, July 25. 1944 · 
,5,727.00 
- - same as above - - except so much therrof as the said Louisa F. 
Jon~s conveyed to The Committee of the Presbyterian Church in Snow 
Hill - - by deed dated August 29, 1925 - - and of record among the 
aforesaid J.and Records in Liber ODC 51/h82 - -
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HISTORY 2 {µo-3o3 
110 W. Federal St. 
Snow Hill, Md. 

To t 

From 1 

Deed I 

Recorded I 
Price 1 

Descr. 1 

To I 

From : 
Deed I 

Recordeds 
Pl ice 1 

Descr. : 

To : 
From 1 

Deed : 
Recorded: 
Price : 
Descr. 1 

To : 
From 1 

Deed I 

Recox-ded: 
Pt ice : 
Descr. : 

Charles A. Tow11Ben:i and &1 ly Jones Tow11seD1, wife (Philadelphia Co., Pa.) 
Ioli ta R. Smith, uranarried (Worcester Co.} 
Dec ember 2), 19ul 
JF.ll 10/)61, December 2J, 191'1 (this is a ''straw'' deed) 
110.00 and other Yaluable considerations - no sti:unps 
The deed contains two it,.m1s, the first of llhich pertrlru1 to the 
property at 110 W. FederAl St.1 1. All th3t lot or p~rcel of 
land lying and being situ:1te on the northwesterly side of Federal 
Street in the town of Snow Hill in Worcester County, in the State 
or Marylard, being bounded on th~ northeast. by the property ot 
William s. Godfrey, on thP southeast b;r Federal StrPet, on the 
southwest by tho property of Lillian A. Mason and othPrs, arrl on 
the northwest by th~ prop~.rty of ThP. Conunitt~e of the Presbyterian 
Church in Snow Hill, in WorcestP.r County - - • 2. - - othP.r lands - -

Lolita R. Smith, u1u1iarried {Worcester Co.) 
Fndl.y J. Town.send and Charles A. Tow11send, husbarxi (Philadelnhia Co., Pa.) 
DecP.mber 22, 1941 
JPli 10/J60, December 2), 191'1 {this is a ''straw'1 deed) 
¥10.00 and other valuable considerations - no stamps 
Same as above 

The Committee of the Presbyterian Church in Snow Hill in Worcester Co. 
Louisa F. Jones, widow {Worcester Co.J 
August 29, 192S 
ODC Sl/h82, Septe1nber 1, 1925 
None specified - st,an1ps ,1.00 
- - part o! lot ow11ed by Louisa F. Jones in rear of residence of 
said Louisa F. Jones and on the southe~sterly side of present cemetery 
of the Presbyterian Church in Snow Hill - - srld part being about 
1161 by 165.B 1. 

Louisa F. Jones lWorcester Co.) 
A~gusta c. Bratten (Worcester Co.) 
June 18, 1903 
FHP 19/472, November 7, 1903 
J2,soo.oo 
Lot Sh, plat o! Snow Hill - - together w1 th imp1 ovements thereon 

To 1 Augusta c. Bl'atten (Worcester Co.) 
Froio : John B. Timmons ani Ann M. Tim1110ns, w I te (Worcester Co.) 
Deed : Dec cuber 9 1 1880 • 

Recorded: Inf 8/UB, December 25, 1880 
Price : ,1,200.00 
Descr. 1 Lot 5li, plat of Sncue Hill - - recently occupied b;r Elizabeth Johnson 

in her li!eti••e - - (Born January 19, 1809, died July Jl, 1880, 
71 years, 6 1uonths, 12 days.) 
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HISTORY 3 l;.Jo-3o3 
110 w. FederAl st. 
Snow Hill, Md. 

To 1 

F1-om I 

Deed I 

Recordedr 
Price 1 

Descr. t 

To 

r'rom 

John B. Timmons (Worcester Co.) 
Ephrajm l. Wilson and George w. Covington, Trustees tWorcester Co.) 
NoYember 28, 1873 
ITM 3/217, March 20, 1871' 
No114! specified for Lot Sia 
- - ill thRt lot in the tow11 ot Snow Hill, tront.ing on Federal Street, 
with the improvements thereon, now occupied by Mrs. El1 zabeth Johneon, 
being the lot designated on the plat o! said tow11 as Lot 54, it being 
the object of these presents to convey unto the said Timmons the 
remainder in tee, in am to the two la.st mentioned pieces o! i:r operty 
after the dete1101 nation of the life estate of Elizabeth Johnson 
therein - - • This deed also included the Almshouse propert1 on 
the east side of 1~ad from Snow Hill to Berlin, and a vacant lot on 
New I.ane in the town of Snow Hill. 

Ephraim K. Wilson and George W. Covington, Trustees, !or ~nefit of 
the Johnson's creditors (Worcester Co.) 

ThomAs J. Johnson and Samuel R. Johnson, individuals and plll"tners 
tradinr, under thP fi11n and style of T. J. and s. R. Johnson 
(Worcester Co.) 

Deed : April 19, 1869 
Recorded: GHR 3/596, May li, 1869 
Price : None soecified • 

Descr. : - - all the real and personal pro~e1ty belonging to th~n &8 Dartners 

To s 
From : 
Deed : 
Recorded: 
Pi ice : 
Descr. : 

To : 
From : 
Deed : 
Recorded: 
Pi ice : 
Descr. : 

or 1ndi viduals, and all book accounts, bonds, notes, judgments, 
mortgages arrl other evidences of debts - - • (Presumably this in
cluded Lot 54 on Federal Street, Snow Hill.) 

Samuel Johnson, Sr. lWorcester Co.) 
John P. Robins \Worcester Co.) 
June 1, 1853 
EDM 5/359, June 21', 1853 
$1,100.00 
- - lots in Sno" Hill, as described in deed !rom David Richardson 
and wi!e to John T. Robins, dated October I!, 1851, duly' recorded 
among th~ land records of Worcester County - - being designated on 
the plat of said town as Lots 5u, 55, 56 and 57, together with all 
and singular the buildings, improvements - -

John P. Robins (Worcester Co.) 
Darld Richardson arrl Ann o. Richardson, wife (Worcester Co.) 
October h, 1851 
EDM 4/169, October h, 1851 
$1,200.00 

• 

- - lots in Snow Hill - - 5h, ~5, S6 and 57 - - together with - -
buildings, imorovements - -
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HI~'TORY LJo- 3o3 
110 w. Federal St. 
Snow Hill, Md. 

To I 

Fro a I 

Deed r 
Reoordeds 
Price 1 

Descr. • • 

DaYid Richardson (Wo!:9e•ter Co.) 
James w. Bishop ard Esther A. Bishop (Worcester Co.) 
March 17, 18h6 
GMH 9/17, Mazch 17, 1846 
5750.00 
- • lots in Snow Hill - - $4, 55, 56 and 57 - - together with the 
buildings and appurtenances - - desceooed to James w. Bishop and 
Esther A. Bishop from their father, WilliNn Bishop, l~te ot 
Worcester County, deceased, being the only children and heirs at 
law of said William Bishop - - adjoins lot now ow11cd 11nd occupied 
by George R. Smith, Esquire, on the east - - • (William Bishop 
died without a will, David G. Odell was 'FJcecutor of his est11te, 
date of bond - April 11, 18)7, date of inventory - April 12, 1837, 
distribution of accounts - September 18, 1838J th~se documents are 
in Ha11 of Records, Annapolis, and might contain a clue as to the 
person from whom William Bishop acquired lot ~.) 

l AT THIS WRITING, FEBRUARY 1976, PRIOR TRANSFffiS ON l.DT 54 COUID NOT BE FOUND. 
' 
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WILLIAM BISHOP'S ACQUISITION OF l.(lfS 55, 56 AND 57 CA:.!£: ABOUT AS A RESULT OF 
THE FOI.JD'NIN'.i TRANSFIBSs 

To • • William Bisl"l>p (Worcester Co.) 
From 
Deed 

I 
• • 

Nancy Duer and Robert Duer (Worcester Co.) 
January 26, 1819 

Recorded: 
Price • • 

AJ 186, January 26, 1819 
$375.00 

Descr. : - - all that lot - - adjoining thP Episcopal Church Lot and laying 
on the east side of the street runni~ South F.ast from said Church - - • 
(This can only be lot 57.) 

To : William Bishop lWorcester Co.) 
From : John P. Du!'field lVlorcester Co.) 
Deed : September 9, 1818 
Recorded: AJ 2), September 12, 1818 
P1ice z. 1355.00 
Descr. c - - lots 55 and ~ - - unimproved - -

• 
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HisrORr 
Wo - ~ os 

110 W. Feder&!. St. 
Snow Hill, )H • 

General Backg1·ound I EvolTem('nt. or Structures, Stories 

The property at. 110 lf. Federal Street is the soathern h&lf or Lot S4 as laid 
out !or the town of Snow Hill on plat. dated October 2), 179.3, Joshua Mitchell, 
Suneyor, Worcester County. (See page 19.) 

Present illlp1 owemcnt11 consist ot a t.wo story, partial cellar anri attic frame 
house, reportedly in substantially the same !01m as whe11 reinodelled in the 
e~rly 1880 1s by George and Augusta c. Bratten • 

SOURCEr Mrs. J. Clifton Nock, Snow Hill, Md., granddaughter ot 
Oeorge and Augusta C. Bratten. 

The house presumably embodies parts or an earlier .frame stnicture predating 
1851, belie•ed to have been built by David an1 Ann o. Richardson. 

SOU}{CE: Deed dated March 1846, recorded in GMH 9/17, 
fro• Hishop to Richaxdson - - Lots Sls, 55, 56 and 57, 
together with the buildi~s arrl appurtenances - - • 

Consideration a 

Deed dated October 4, 1851, recorded in !OM U/169, 
!11Jlll Rich.'U"dson to Robins - - Lots 54, 55, 56 and S7, 
together with buildings arxi improYements. 

750.00 

Consideration: $1,200.00 

Deed dated June 1, 185.3, recorded in EDM S/359, 
f1vm Robins to Johnson - - Lots Sh, 55. 56 and 57, to-
gether with buildings and improvements.Consideration: $1,100.00 

Will or Samuel Johnson, Sr., dated February 24, 1857 and 
ente1ed December 2J, 1857, stated •1 give a.Jd derise to 1ff1' be
loved wife during her natural )j fe the house and lot in tl\e t""'OW""ll 

of Snow Hill which I purchased t1·oin Rev. John P. Robins, aid 
.from and after her death I give S!lllle house and lot to my nephew 
Suruel R. Johnson, in tee simole.• Elizabeth Johnson, wi!e of' 
Samuel Johnson, Sr., obviously lived in the house on Lot 54 lllltil 
h~r death on July 31, 1880 (NOl'E CAREFULLY W...XT THREE PARAGRAPHS). 

Deed dated April 19, 1669, recorded in GHR 3/596, froa Thomas 
J. Johnson and S&11Uel R. Johnson, individuals and partners trading 
under the !i1m and style of T. J. & s. R. Johnson, t.o Wilson and 
Covington, Trustees for the bene!it of the Johnson's creditors - -
aJ J the real and personal property be longing to thelll as partners 
or individuals - - • (Under the te1ms ot the will of Samnel Johnson, 
Sr., above, this property presumably included lot $4.) 
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HISTCJU 6 
110 W. Federal St. 
Snow Hill, Md. 

Deed dated November 2e, 1873, recorded in ITM J/217, troa 
Wilson aro CoTington, Trustees, to Tj••tt10ns, covers Lot S4 - -
•now occupied by Mrs. Elizaboth Johnson - - ." 

Deed dated December 9, 1880, recorded in ITM 8/118, from 
Tiu11110ns to Bratten, covers Lot S4 - - "recently occupied by 
Elizabeth Johnson in her litetic~ - - .• 

Reportedly, the structure acquired by Bratten in 1860 was lt storiea, frame, 
about halt as 'Wide as the present house and 'hJlCi a cellAr. The present house 
is in substantiall.7 the same form as when remodelled by Brat.ten. 

SOURCE: Mrs. J. Clifton Nock, SnoN Hill, Md. 

Quite possibly the kitchen ext.e11sion was on the west side or the house at 
th~t time (see 1877 plAt of Snatf HillJ. Quite possibly, too, the house ac
quit\!d by Bratten was an enlargement by Johnson of a sm•J 1 house built by 
Rich"ll'dson. (See page 25.) 

REASONING: Riohardeon to Robin!, 18S'l, 4 lots and iJI. 
p1v~ements. - - - - - - - - - - - - - ?!onsideration: $ 1,200.00 

Robins to John~on, 1A5J, u lots and impzovements. -- - - - - - - Consideration: $ 1,100.00 - - ----------
Trustee's sale for benefit of Johnson's creditors. 

Wilson and Covington to Ti&iona 1 187), 1 lot (Lot 54) -and improvements. - - - - - - - - - - Considerations $ Unknon11 

Timmons to Bratten, 1880, 1 lot (lot Sh) and 101 -provements. - - - - - - - - - - - - - Consideration: $ 1,200.00 

Note th~t Johnson, in lBSJ, bought 4 lots and illprovements -for $1,100.00; l or these lots \Lot Sh) and imp1 ovements were -sold to Timmons twanty years later for perhaps $1,100.00 or 
$1,200.00, and sold by Tim:nons seven ;years later for $1,200.00. 
During Johnson's occupancy the value or ! lot ll.ot $4J increased 
t.O the prior .,alue Of la lots, presumably because or improTementa 
made by Johnson to the-house on lot Sh. 

Structural aaodifications to the remodel ling l'D rk done by Bratten include: 

eriUtrgement of 1st and 2d floor rooms, northeast coiner, and con
struction of corner fireplace by Jones in the early 1900's, 

addition or 1st floor powder room and 2d floor bath outside or 
north en:i of center halls in the main structure, conversion or 
dining room in northnest corner of mRin structure to kitchen, 
and 2 emval or rear porch and outside storage ro0111 by Holloway 
in the 1950's, and 
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extension of 1st noor po•der room to a full b.\t.h1oom, con· 
Yersion or original kitchen, 1st floor rear, to den, rtc1aoval 
of partition between old bathroom arvi JM1d •s room above 
original kitchen and conversion of these two rooms to bedroom, 
by Fehrer in 1967. 

In the main structure or the present houfi'e b.1.rk covered oalc logs and ha1d 
he w11 beams support. a large part of the first noor. The cellar h..'\s brick 
aalls and floor, brick fireplace, and a brick shelt uS" above the floor -
thought to be a sleeping plat!o1m for slaYes. 

SOURCE:. Mrs. !ally Jones Townsend, Snow Hill, Md. Judge Roble7 
D. Jones, tather or n,1iy Jones, told her that slaves slept on 
the brick shell. Judge Jones acquired the property in 190.3 troa 
Augusta c. Bratten. 

When Bratten acquired the property in 1880 an old negro man, .Geo1isa, lived in 
the cellar. Bratten pe11tdtted him to continue living there. The negro was 
addicted to •iaudan11m. • One day he was missed c:md belieTed drow11ed. Cannon 
shots "ere fired ot<er the river in a futile at.tempt to bring hie body to the 
aarface. Several da,ys later he was foun:i in the loft of the ehE'd in the 
back yard of the property. 

SOURCEt The lAte Miss Margie Godfrey of Snow Hill, Md. and Mrs. 
J. Cli?ton Nock, Snow Hill, Md. 

Framing of the 1st !loor room at the rear of the house con~ists ot h~ay;r 
vertical and horizontal hand hew11 timbers with mortise and tenon joints 
pegged with Hood; s1111l 1 beaded beams supported the ceiling. These features 
:core covered when remodelled by Fehrer in 1967. Beams supporting the floor 
of this roo11 are ha.n:i hewn. Cross and bible door to east porch • 

Chimneys ft om fi1 eplaces in the two 1 ooa1s on the west side of the 11ain structure 
rise vertically to the second floor, then angle toward one another and join 
at the attic floor, !rOJ11 which point a single chimney angles about (JJO west-
ward to the roof, then extends ~erticgll.y through the roof. The briekHork 
in the basement to support these fireplaces, and in the attic chimney, is 
m•ssive. 

Improvements on the p1~perty also include a separate shed in the back yard. 
The center am eastern sections or the shed also apparently predate 1851, and 
hate the same heavy timber fram1 ng as the original kitchen 1tt the rear o! 
house. The western section of the shed was probably added by Jones in the 
early 1900 1s for storage of a "surrey with a fringe around the top." During 
Jones lifetime the center section g1 au.rd leYel M.d a wood floor Md ::as used 
for harness and teedJ the top was a hay loft. Als~, the east section had 
st.alls (since re11oved) for a horse, donkey and co"• The x-oo! was oedar shakes. 

SOURCE: Info11aation 1 ega.rding use of shed was obtained from Mrs. 
&Tli:ly Jones ToH11send. Some of the heavy !'ra."lll.ng, including pegged 
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joints, ia still rlsibleJ othP..13 h:t'fe been coYercd as a result 
at re11odelling by Fehrcr in 1975. The wood floor in the center 
aection ground level, which was in an adYanced st.ate ot deteri
oration, was replaced with cement in 1974, at which time the 
eastern eection, previously earth, was also cemented. At that 
time, too, the ced&r shake root was covered with asbestos shingles 
and wi1rlows were added to north and east sides, lat floor, and the 
small orifdnal wirrlow in th"! lo!t. was replaced with a larger one. 

In t.he early 1900 1 11 a !lower garden with earth WAlk bordered by bricks set on 
end, was laid out by Mrs. Louisa r. Jones, wi!e of Judge Robley D. Jones. 
Flowers included roses and violets. 

SOURCEr Mrs. Eaily Jones Townsend, Snow Hill, Md. 

The brick walks in this garden were laid in 1974 by Fehrer; the roses were 
removc,.od and replanted along the cemetery wall at the north end or lot, and 
dwart fruit trees were plant.ed in the five sections or garden divided by the 
brick walks. 

The property acq11ired by Jones in 1903 included the entire lot 54. By deed 
dated August 29, 1925, recorded in ODC Sl/482, Mrs. Louisa 1''. Jones, widow, 
conveyed about one-half of the northerly end of the lot to the Presbyterian 
Church for extension of its cemetery. The portion conveyed to the church had 
bee11 used by Jones !'or an orchard, Tegetable garden and. pastu2e for the horse, 
donkey and eow. A grape arbor exterrled from the porch on the east side or the 
original kitchen at the rear of the house to the orchard area. 

SOURCE: Infonnation regarding use of lan:i lfas obtained from Mrs. 
~ly Jones Townsend • 

• 

• 
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It is rrr.t reeling that the original structures on Lot SU may havP. consisted 
o! a one 10011 house with isl.-epi~ loft (present den in rear or hou•e) and 
a two section shed (or barn), both of which have similar construction 
features unlike other parts or the house, and th~t they were probably con
structed bctKeen 1846 arrl lBSl by RichArdson. 

RF.ASONING: Study of property transactions from 1618 to 190) 
disclose the followings 

Duffield to Bishop, 1818, Lots SS ard S6 (these 
remained vacant through 1877 - see map of Snow Hill, 
thAt date) - - - - - - - - - - - - - Consideration: I JSS.OO 

Duer to Bishop, 1819, presumably Lot. S7 ( co111er 
lot, no mention or improvements) - - Consideration: f 37).00 

For above three lots Bishop paid a total of - - i 7JO.OO 

The source of conveyance to Bishop of Lot 54 
cannot be found among the larrl records of Worcester 
County. William Bishop died without a willJ it is 
possible that his property inventory dated h-12-18)7 
and distribution ot accounts dated 9-18-18)8, filed 
in the H.ti.11 of Records, Annapolis, Maryland, may con
tain a clue. 

Bishon to Richardson, 1846, Lots SU, 55, S6 and 
S7, together with buildings and improvements. (The 
price paid by Rich;trdson i• so close to the total 
sum paid by Bishop for Lots 55, 56 and 57, it is as
sumed there Here no imorovemP.nts on the propPrt1 - it 
there were they would have had to be Tery inconse-
quential.) - - - - - - - - - - - - - Considerations i 750.00 

Richar-dson to Robins, 1851, Lots 54, 55, S6 a~ 
57, together w1 th buildings and improvements (pre-
15\tmably Richai dson put a structure on at least one ot 
these lots - probably 54 - note, carefUlly, the fol-
lowing transactions. - - - - - - - - Considerations i 1,200.00 

Robins to Johnson, 185), Lots 54, S5, S6 a.Di 57, 
together with buildings and improvements. - - - - -
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Consideration: ' 1,100.00 

Will by Johnson, 1857, gave to his wi!e, 
Elizabeth, and at"ter her death to his nephew Samuel 
R. Johnson, the house and lot purchased !ram Robins. 

Johnson!! to Wilson and Covington, Trustees, 1869, 
all real and pf'rsonal property, obviously including 
lot 54, as can be seen from the next conTeyance. 

' 
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110 w. Federal Street 
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Wilson and Covington, Trustees, to Timmons, 187), 
Lot 5h, with 1mprovemen ts, "now occupied by Mr•• 
Elizabeth Johnson• - - - - - - - - Consideration& I Not specified 

T1a:i;11CJns to Bratten, 1880, Lot Sb, with improve
ments, •recff'ltly occupied by Elizabeth Johnson 1n 
her lifet1H£." Elizabeth Johnson died in 1880. 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Consideration• $ 1,200.00 

During Johnson's occupancy there wais obviousl.7 
a cellar under the front part or house - see corwnent 
on page T about negro man living in cellRr when 
Bratten bought the prop~rty. 

Bratten to Jones, 1903, Lot 54, with imorove-
mf'llta. - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Consideration: $ 2,Soo.00 

• 

.. ---------- --- ---
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House Dc~crintion c-inri L:i.vout Durin~ Or.r.unnr1cv ~y Jonr·~ (1'101-l?IJJaJ 
tinrl lJy r"'< ~ hr• . r r:lt !Jr~~' r.t - 19 .. /h) 

Occup~ncy hv Jonrs w~~ the lon~.~.r)t in thr hi ·to f th i U" t d t ~ J ~ , ·_ \.. · ~ ' ~ ry 0 r · I l 0 ..J f ' 0 :i r · • 

t~1r- ~rn~ c of <Jod thP_ Fehr~r occupnncy m,,.y al ._,a b "" ] r , ..-; CUJ "'• , -1 C r 1 on~ onr· e 

1'h• · intt~rc:,t~ .1n<1 lives of hoth Jon~~ ~nri r'chrr·r inril~")te th1t thr ., ]ovc~d 
the housr and Cnmr.lunity in which thc:r lived. P..ott1 hrid m:"lny friend~ nnr! cnter
t:iinr!d acr!orciinr to thr ir meruin. Both workeri dili r.t ~ ntl:r fc)r wh;it t.,hr ·y bt ~ llrvf;d 
in. 

1'hf: Jonr~ lif<~ W;\S ch:i.r.1.ctrri7cd ~.f n fo11n of ~raciousnc n~ nr1d JJCrio1 of ch~nr.c 
thi t m.iy nc-vr,r at~:"J.1 r' b· n c: <'n. It r:in tl1:rouri:h nn cr.'1 of horsr· dr:1~·rn carriri~c!J 
to autOT!lobilcs, from t~ni n~ nr1rl ~tc:'!mbo:it~ to ~iri>lr-inc!; nnd bus!1<!S, from 
clns~icnl mu5ic to j,~~, fron pt1ono~rnphs to radios, from rnovir~ to t~lcvi~ion, 
from ~tru.w fan!1 to n.i~ conrii tioners, fron wu<Jd stove:> to clt-ctric ran~t~~, 
from }1nnri stokt:<l furn;ices to thc11no~t;1tically controlled h 1 '.'1t, f ro:-n li ter.-iry 
cl .,s~ict> to pap(~rbr!cks, froM homr· ~ro·:m flo·.-v t: r ~ to pl:1:,ti~ irr.itrltirJn~, from 
f:t.,,iJy l~r: c· th r rnr~5 t0 inr!iviri1l,1l irli~pf~ rrle:ncr:. 

T110 ·:;orlri w;!.r~ oc~urre~ in thi~ cr:1, ~nti t. ~l ' r' · ·11:-i: rt ch .1n~e in JJeop1c '~ at
ti t'Jrir ~ fro'i cont< ~tm r-nt to Uf'"' re5t. 

It i~ importri.nt th:t thr- hou~,., !!"'ii rJrot r_· r ~ . ·/ :if' i~. exi~te:j ri 1-lrlnr: tr1' ' Jor.f'S 
occ~ t"' '1nr.,, bt · nccur1t r.] 1 t rlescrj bcri '!\r:~ tr.it ~or:,- ")r.ecrlot.,c~ of life durir~ r. th:it 
• • 1.1.l r.r· bf' :-lvr n. 

. h . . l i ,. t l l'ht · Fr,hrL:r~ h:"\ve rr.7'!dt: n r.i .1rk on the co~r.iunity ri1nc 1 t (~ lr nrriv:-t n '"-'cp t~:Jt : r 
1967. Cor.sr·qu( ·~1:.ly it i~ A.r~1ropri~tc tr1."lt articl es nbout ~omr of thei: in
tcre~ls :\nci activiLi r: r; be rn:id~ a p.~rt of this hi ~lory. Thesl~ \nll be found 
in PArtT II of this hi~tory. 

• 
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Anecriotes 

Jon~s 

Judge Jones enlarged the lat floor room in th~ NE corner of thP main house 
and added a fireplace, for his library Rnd office. He had a door in3tRlled 
between the library and the porch on the east side of the house - ha called 
this the "dog door.'' Judge Jones was an enthusiastic hunter, often bring
inp; ho111e quail, ducks and geese after a day in the field. Upon returniJ"€ 
home after hunting hr would take his dogs, of which he wa3 very fond, into 
the libr;iry i:1.nd make a fire so they could rest in warmth. Mrs. Jones would 
not permit the dogs anywhere el~e in the house. 

The second floor bedroaa arr~ng£11lent was: SW corner - ~other's room: NII 
corner - r'ntht·r 1 e roo1n; sm.i.11 room over collon~de - Emily's room; the two 
rooms on the eR~t side of centP.r hall were for p,ueets and often occupied. 
The snaid's room over the old kitchen was an "in case" room - in case they 
needed another room for P,"Uests. It was only used by the m;:\fds and cook for 
changin15 clothPs. 

When the fireplaces were cleanf'd by insertinP, corn shock3 in the flue and 
sett.in~ them on fire - l'lhich m~de a roarinr, sound - E'lllily lf':>Uld alway~ take 
a walk, fearing th~t thP house would burn dowr1! 

Firewood was 
dining room. 
stepped on a 

keot oiled in thP. collonade between the extPrior door Rnd the 
Once Elnily was walkinr, throu~h the collonRde at niP,ht ~nd 

• • 

snake thqt had been accidentally brou~ht in with the wood! 

In Emily's music room was a baby grand piano, which she still has. She was 
permitted to decorate the music room and had benches put in front of and 
extending from the fireplace - the bench cushions were covered in a beautiful 
bro·n11 material. 

Mrs. Jones had the sam~ cook for u7 yc~rs - Lou Selby, who lived in a sma.11 
house - now demolished - several blocks away on Snow Street (opposite the 
present elementary school grounds). * - see note on page 13-B. 

Fm.ily 
asked 
there 

occasionally accompanied her father to 
him if he had a house tull of children. 
she is!" 

the court house. Someone once 
He replied "I sure do - and. 

The cellar has a brick floor and walls, a brick fireplace and a brick shelf 
about 45'' above the floor. Judge Jones told F.mily th.c\t slaves slept on the 
brick shelf. (This may have been entirely probable. A Willial!l Bishop once 

J 
"" owned lot 5u and upon his death in 1837 it descerrled to his children, ames • 

Bishop and Esther A. Bishop. In examining propP.rty transfers the writer came 
· - upon a sale from Put 11ell Bishoo to 'Nilli.imi Bishop on Seotembf'r 18, 1807' of a 

negro boy slave namf>d George, ~ge about seven ye~rs, for the sum of $80.00. 
Could it be th~t this slave was passed on to succeeding owners and was the 
old negro man namEd George livin~ in the cellar wl1en the oro9erty was purchased 

by Bratten in 1880? See page 7.) 
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hnily Jones had a cat which would d1~1lppear in the basemt·nt and re 11ppcar 
outside - obviously throu~h a hole in that p11rt of th~ f oundRtion hidden 
under the porch. (The Fchrer'n hAve a cat th1lt doel'! the sa.nif> thine!) 

The cemert sidewalk in thr 100 block of Federal Street was laid in the 
early 1900's. It was welcomed by the neighborhood children who enjoyed 
it for skatinr,. (It is 9till used for the si:une purpose!) 

At the botto111 of the front steps and at th,. edgf" of the street in a circular 
nrea was ft beautiful maple tree - long since gone. 

The shed in thP. back y:u-d was enl;u-ged by Judge Jones to acco1:unodat.e hi8 
two seat su11ey with a fringe around the toµ. The Judge enjoyed a 1elax
ing ride in th~ surrey after his work in court. On occa~ion hP would take 
his d."tur,hter Fmily arrl her friends for an outinP, to Public Landin~ or to 
his fa2n1 ncnr the bay - there W.:\S much me1·1 imcnt on these rides. Judge 
Jones usually w~lk<d his hor~e to avoid overhcrtting him. 

A flower p,arden with earth w.tlks bordered with bricks was laid out by ~s. 
Jones just off the north end of the cast porch; a R?"ape arbor extended' from 
the north end of the east porch to th,. reAr half of the lot. 

The rear half of the lot was used as a pasture for their horae, cow and 
donkey - the donkey was Emily's. In this part of the property was n vege
table garden - co111, 11.m;i beans, tom:\toes and asp."tragus were amonp, the 
ver.ctables growr1 here. Mrs. Jones enjoyed the fresh milk and rich cream 
provided by the cow. Chickens were kept in a shed in the yard to the west 
of the house. 

Sitting on the front porch onP summer evening, Emily's Mothrr reflf~ted 
''We have a horse, a cow, a donkey, chickens, ducks, dogs, cats - and .,,e•d 
h~ve pigs too if it wasn't against the law!" 

When Fmily was 15 years old she left Snow Hill to ~o to school at Bryn Maw1, 
Pcnn~ylvania. She returnf'd to Snow Hill for visits but not to live. During 
one of her visits in 1925 her Yother told her that the Presbyterian Church 
wanted to buy half the lot for ex~ansion of its cemetery. Emily said she 
surprised her Mother by saying sh~ thought tlv\t was just fine ~s all of their 
pets would thfn be buried in a real cemetery! The rear half of their lot had 
also been used as a burial place for their pets. 

Judge Jores sometimes hunted on his fa11n along Chincoteague Bay in the 
vicinity of Scott •s L"lnding. One day he found a large In:iian stone mortar 
and pestle, 'flhich Fmily still has. 

• 

Judge Robley D. Jones am his ·wire, Louisa F. Jones, are buried in the 
Presbyterian Church Cemetery, Snow Hill. 
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\ ln!!cription!:: on thl' tombn of Jud~r· Jonr;~ ··rn h1!'.1 wifl! r<.:;iti :i~ follo~: 

ROBLF.Y D. JO?JF.5 
A~~ociatc Ju~~e 1st Di~irir.t 

' 1908 - 1917 
''He ls Pan~e1 rrom Dcnih Untn lJ.f1·'' 
Dcc1nbrr 31, 1R60 - July 7, 1917 

LOUISA RICIL',k.D~Oi~ r'Rf.t~KLlN 

Wife of Robley D. Jone~ 
Dau-:lite:r of Sarah c. :1nri Littleton P. 1-'r:inklin 

Au:-:ust 1, 1!3{j) - Afiril 2, 19110 

* - Einily To,vnsend added th::lt Lou Selby's husband Will, was not always 
sober. Will Selby also worked for Mrs. Jones. They had another 
worker, Raphael A1111strong, lfho was a fine, dependable, hard working 
gentlemanly person. 

• 
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Holloway 

Ae a young zn.:in Bill Holloway lived in Newark. He delivert~d hay by wagon 
to Judge Jones, storinc it in the shed loft. The round trip took an 
entire day. He found 1 t a pleasant task as hf' always enjoyed soeing 
''Miss Fmily - the prettiest girl I 1d r.ver seen." On hot days ehe would 
brine him a cool drink, a little act of kindness he nev~r forP,ot. Bill 
would look at the house arrl wish th;\t he could live there some day. The 
wi.!'!h became a reality when Bill and his wife bouP,ht thP property in 19r;O. 
The two fir trP.cs in the bnck yard east of the ehrd were pl~ntrd by their grand
sons - one by Bill and onr by Henry. 

Fehrer 

This is a beautiful home Rn::!. f1'0111 wh.:i.t we h.:ive lParnf'd fron! those who 
visited arv:3./or lived here since thr late 1800•s it was filled with happi
ness, love nnd caring. If the walls could but sneak what stories could 
be told! The r,ardcn too, shows thou~ht, carP nr.d a~prr.ci:ttion. 

~~er1 iment and sadness were found here - many visitors - holiday dinnr:rs -
mu~ic - laughter - p~rties - danci~ - carriap,~ rides - thF death of loved 

~ ones - property chan~i~ hands - remodelling. 

-

Wh~t does the future hold? T~stes diff Pr - needs dict~te change. Will 
thf' house ever revert to thr· graciousness of the Jones era or will it con
tinue to be al tercd to keep abreast of mode111 times? 

• 
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Alterations by ow11erzs. Photop;raphzs. 

Bratten, 1880-190) 

o - s o3 

Mr~. J. Clifton Nock, granddaughter or owr1er, info1111ed the w1·iter thi:i.t she 
urrlerstands that whPn Bratten acquired the property the house was a li etory 
structure and only about half al'I wide as the presmt house. Duri~ their 
occupancy the Brat.tens enJarged the hou!'lc to better accommodate thPir large 
frunily - three sons and three dau~hters. 

The hous~ wns enlarged to substantially its present configuration except 
th:~t the DlAin structure \front) was rectangular, with porches along the south 
(front) and west sides. It is believed th~t crntral hratinr, was installed in 
the main structure during the Brat.tens occupancy. 

Jones, 1903-194.4 

Fnlarged 1st and 2d floor room!!, northeast co1·11er, built fireplace. I.aid 
out flower garden with earth walks bordered with bricks - outside of north
east end of house. Enlarged tfto section Rnd loft shed by adding another 
section on west end. street was paved and cement sidewalk laid about 1912. 

Holloway:, 1950-196) 

Ch~nged ori~inal dining room to kitchen, removinr. fireplace and high wirdows. 
Installed po~Pr roo111 at north end ot 1st floor hall, leAvin~ origirml out
side door as entrance to powder room, rernovPd window over basement stairs 
(the window was in thP wall behind thP pres~nt toilet). InstRllPd bathroom 
at north end of hall, 2d floor. Removed door Rrrl frame from entrance to 
music room (SE corner), 1st floor, widened entrance and left it open; removt"d 
mantl~ and fireplace from music room. Re11ov ed wood house from re~r of house; 
removed porch and storage room from north side of orii;inr1.l lei tchm • Put 
asbestos shingle roofine over originR.l lfOod shingles. Relocated sink from 
original bathroom above old kitchen to collonade. Installed new plumbing, 
w1 ri~, he:i.ting, hard.1:ood floors, waterpipe to main line, new sewer pipe, 
• tdK'•~ floox~ venetian blinds. 

Stooksbury, 196)-1967 

Removed wallpaper, replastered and installPd wallboards. Repainted interior 
except 1st and 2d floor rooms, rear. Removed doors between bedrooms on east 
arrl west sides of m:lin structure and closed the openings, installed closets in 
the four bedrooms in main structure. Removed east window from living room 
(~corner), 1st floor • 

......,. _________________________ .-· -·. ________ .;..... _______ _ 
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Fehrer, 1967-prcsPnt 

1967-681 Converted original kitchen in re~r of house to a family room -
wood panelling and electric heat was installrd. Removed partition between 
b11th and maid's room on 2d floor rear - refinished as a bodroo1n in same 
style as others - installed electric hPAt and la.id linoleum floor. In
stalled shower in 2d floor b~throom and til~ walls around tub. Corv erted 
powder lvom on 1st floor to a full bath, including shower, constructed 
linen closet over toilet, installed electric heat. Constructed large closet 
in 1st floor roo1n, NE corner. Changed pantry (collon:ide) into lllurrlry, con
verted window to closet and instRlled electric heat. Insulated attic, in
stalled alwninum screens and storm windows throughout.. Carpeted three roo1as 
and halls, 1st floor, stairs to 2d floor, and 2d floor halls. Put. in ce11ent 
walk connecting rear of west porch with rear of east porch. Braced shed, 
put new walls on east and north sides, installed window on north side or 
centf'r section of shed, lat floor, repainted shed. Painted some ot the cellar 
walls mrl ceiling. 

1970: Pairi.ed exterior of house. 

197 : Covered house with aluminum siding. Installed shelving in cellar. 
m elled interior of sh~d, installed wood p&nellil'\; in loft, utility board 

ceilings in loft am east section, peg board panelling 1st floor, put lRrger 
- window in loft, new windo'ffs on 1st floor in north end of center section and 

east side of cast section, cemented floor in c1•nter section and east erd, put 
framing around exterior of all doors, 1nst1illed shelving in cent Pr section 
and west section, put slag 1n front of south side of shed. Laid brick walk 
in old flower garden on east side rear of house. Covrred original wood shingle 
roof of shed with aspruut shingles. 

1976: Reroo!ed main house with asphalt shingles. 
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Photographs by William H. Hollonay of house and shed - about 1950 • 
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