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The Pier building in Ocean City has been a long-time site of

entertainment along the resort's boardwalk. The extant two-story, nine-

bay by five-bay frame building is enhanced by tapered pilasters that define

the corners of the structure as well as the principal elevation. As the
only Atlantic coast resort in Maryland, Ocean City's Colonial Revival pier
building is a rare example of entertainment-related seaside architecture.
Although the building no longer provides the space for dancing on the
second floor, it serves commercial interests for various shops on the first
floor. For security measures the first floor shop fronts have been altered

with the addition of metal tambour-style doors.

Erected around 1926, the current pier building stands in the same

location as the first pavilion, finished in July 1907. Fronting the entrance
to the city pier, the pavilions at this site have been a focal point for
entertainment and commercial activity since the early twentieth century.
Historic photographs of the boardwalk indicate the 1907 pavilion had a
long arched roof with large round arched windows lighting the first and
second floors. The completion of the first pier and pavilion was

announced 1n the Salisbury Advertiser on July 6, 1907,

One of the greatest improvements Ocean City has ever had is the big
ocean pier which is not completed and open to visitors. The new
building compares favorably with structures of this class as at any of
the larger seaside resorts and is a credit to the promotors and builders
who had the courage and energy necessary to organize and complete
an enterprise of this magnitude...A dancing pavilion, skating rink,
bowling alleys, pool room and refreshment booths are also provided and

will no doubt be liberally patronized. The project promises to be a
sSuCcess.
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The 1907 pier building lasted until December 1925 when fire destroyed the
Atlantic and Seaside hotels as well as the pier pavilion. Shortly

afterwards the extant building was erected to serve the same needs.
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Maryland Historical Trust

State Historic Sites Inventory Form DOE __yes _ no

1 a Name (indicate preferred name)

historic PIER BUILDING OR PAVILION

and/or common

2. Location

street & number The Boardwalk ____not for publication

city, town Ocean City _____vicinity of congressional district First

state Maryland county Worcester

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status Present Use

___ district —___ public X __ occupied _____agriculture —____ museum

2 building(s) X _private _____ unoccupied X commercial __park

__ structure _____ both __work in progress _____ educational private residence

—__site Public Acquisition Accessible —_ entertainment _ religious
____ object ____in process % __yes: restricted ____ government scientific

— being considered _____yes: unrestricted __ industrial ___transportation
_x not applicable ——_no —_ military ——_ other:

4. owner Of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners)

name Buddy Jenkins, leasee
street & number Newport Farm telephone no.:
city, town Berlin state and zip code MD 213811

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Worcester County Clerk of Court liber

street & number Worcester County Courthouse folio

Maryland state

date - federal ___state ____county ___ local

city, town state




7. Description Survey No. W0-327

Condition Check one Check one

—_excellent _ deteriorated ____ unaltered 2 original site
_x good ___ruins £ altered —_ moved date of move
____ fair —___ unexposed

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its
various elements as it exists today.

The Ocean City Pier building is a large two-story rectangular frame
structure that stands at the entrance to the municipal pier in the heart of
Ocean City, Worcester County, Maryland. The building faces west and is
covered by a low pitched hip roof.

Built around 1926, the two-story, nine-bay by five-bay rectangular
frame building is surrounded by a poured concrete boardwalk, and it 1is
sheathed with weatherboard siding. A parapet wall disguises the low
pitched hip roof that covers the structure.

The west (main) elevation is a nine-bay facade with pairs of tapered
pilasters defining each bay. The first floor has been altered with the
introduction of sliding metal garage-style tambour doors. An original
hanging awning, however, supported by chains attached to each pilaster,
remains in place. The second floor is marked by boarded over window
openings. The windows behind the advertisements are nine-over-nine sash
with narrow three-pane windows above. Finishing the top of the two-story

structure is a classical entablature.

The north and south sides of the pier building have been altered on
the first floor with the addition of board advertisements covering the
original window openings. Under the signage large-size nine-over-nine sash
windows are topped by three-pane transom windows.

The east elevation has been altered with the addition of an
amusement park between the pier building and the fishing pier.

The interior was not seen.



8- Significance Survey No. WO0-327

Period Areas of Significance-—Check and justify below
—_ prehistoric ____ archeology-prehistoric ____ community planning ___ landscape architecture ___ religion
__1400-1499 ____ archeology-historic —____conservation —_law ____science
- _1500-1599 ____ agriculture —___economics — literature —_sculpture
_ 1600-1699 X __ architecture — education — military — social/
— 1700-1799 ___ art —__engineering — . music humanitarian
—._1800-1899 x commerce _____exploration/settiement ___ philosophy — theater
_ % 1900- ___ communications —___industry ____ politics/government ____ transportation
_____invention ____ other (specity)
Specific dates Builder/Architect
check: Applicable Criteria: = A B X*XC D
and/or
Applicable Exceptiont: = A B _ C D _E _F G
Level of Significance: national _ state X local

i i i e — il e

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and

support.

The Pier building in Ocean City has been a long-time site of entertainment

along the resort's boardwalk. The extant two-story nine-bay by five-bay
frame pier building is enhanced by tapered pilasters that define the
corners of the building as well as the principal elevation. As the only
Atlantic coast resort in Maryland, Ocean City's boardwalk-sited pier
building is a rare example of entertaiment-related architecture. Although
the building no longer provides the night-time dancing on the second floor
that it once did, it serves commercial interests for various shops on the

first floor. For security measures the first floor shop fronts have been

altered with the addition of metal tambour doors.

HISTORY AND SUPPORT

Erected around 1926, the current pier building stands in the same
location as the first pavilion, finished in July 1907. Fronting the entrance
to the city pier, the pavilions at this site have been a focal point for
entertainment and commercial activity since the early twentieth century.
Historic photographs of the building indicate the large frame pavilion had a
long arched roof with large round arched windows lighting the first and
second floors. M The completion of the first pier and pavilion was
announced in the Salisbury Advertiser on July 6, 1907,

One of the greatest improvements Ocean City has ever had is the big
ocean pier which is now completed and open to visitors. The new
building compares favorably with structures of this class at any of the
larger seaside resorts and is a credit to the promotors and builders
who had the courage and energy necessary to organize and complete
an enterprise of this magnitude...A dancing pavilion, skating rink,
bowling alleys, pool room and refreshment booths are also provided and

will no doubt be liberally patronized. The project promises to be a
success.

The 1907 pier building lasted until the December 1925 fire which destroyed
the Atlantic and Seaside hotels as well as the pier pavilion. Shortly

afterwards the extant building was erected in serve the same needs.




9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. WO-327

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name Quadrangle scale

UTM References 4o NOT complete UTM references

ol N O A T O I P T g T T R

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
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Verbal boundary description and justification

List all states and counties for properties overiapping state or county boundaries

state code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared B

name/titie Paul B. Touart, Architectural Historian

organization Worcester County date 2/26/90
street & number Worcester County Courthouse telephone ©632-1194
city or town Snow H1ll state MD 21863

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement.

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of

individual property rights.

return to: Maryland Historical Trust
Shaw House
21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 269-2438
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Remedies for Horses
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Remedies for Hogs
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Remedies for Sheep

Remedies for Dogs
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{oemedies for getting rid of in-

sects and animeal pests abowt
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