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Peter Whaley, Jr. House 
Whaleyville 
Private 

c. 1860 

The Peter Whaley, Jr. house is a prominent Civil War era frame dwelling 

that distinguishes the center of the sman rural village of Whaleyville. 

Distincitive for its hip roof, bracketed eaves, and bracketed window and 

door lintels, the house stands out in the village as one of the best 

preserved structures. Notable as well is the use of flush weather boards 

under the front porch. The current tapered post porch was added during 

the early twentieth century to replace the previous porch. Another 

dwelling in Whaleyville built in a similar manner without the decorative 

detail is the Z adok G. W. Purnell house, 1 ocated in the northeast corner of 

the village. The yard of the Whaley house adds to the period character 

of the property with its rail fence and mature plantings. 

Peter Whaley, Jr. (1830-1909) and Ann Catherine Timmons Whaley 

(1839-1907) occupied this well-detailed two-story house during the second 

half of the nineteenth century. Peter Whaley, designated at this location 

on the 1877 Worcester County atlas, is listed in the business directory as 

a merchant and railroad agent. Peter, aged 39, and Annie C. , 30, are 

listed is the 1870 United States Census for Worcester County with their 

four children; Thomas, 8; Elizabeth, 6; Maud, 5; and Beulah, 2. Peter is 

identified as the railroad clerk with a personal estate valued at $24000. 

The Whaleys retained ownership of the house until September of 1903 when 

it was sold to Dr. Ira C. Tyndall. 
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Maryland Historical Trust 
State Historic Sites Inventory Form 

.,-..,. 

1. Name (indicate pref erred name) 

historic PETER WHALEY, JR. HOUSE 

and/or common 

2. Location 

street & number I 1 O 6 2 Sh e p a r d s C r o s s i n g Ro a d 

city, town Whaleyville 

state Maryland 

3. Classification 
Category 
_district
~ building(s) 
_structure 
_site 

,~object 

Ownership 
__ public 
~private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
__ in process 
__ being considered 
~not applicable 

_vicinity of 

county 

Status 
~occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
x . d _ yes: restncte 
_yes: unrestricted 
_no 

Survey No. 
W0-33 

Magi No. 

DOE _yes no 

_ not for publication 

congressional district F i r s t 

Worcester 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
_ commercial 
_educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_military 

_museum 
_park 
~ private residence 
_religious 
__ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of ~ owners) 

name Mr. and Mrs. Warren A. Williams 

street & number Ro u t e Box 208 telephone no.: 

city, town Whaleyville state and zip code MD 2 18 7 2 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Worcester County Clerk of Court liber 4 30 

street & number Worcester County Courthouse folio 32 l 

city, town Snow Hill state MD 21863 

6. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title 

date _federal __ s•ate __ county __ local 

_)()sltory for survey records 

city, town state 



7. Description 

Condition 
_excellent 
~good 
_fair 

Check one 
_ deteriorated _ unaltered 
_ ruins ~ altered 
_unexposed 

Check one 
~original site 
_ moved date of move 

Survey No. W0-33 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

The Peter Whaley, Jr. house stands on the east side of Shepards Crossing 
Road in the center of WhaJeyville, Worcester County, Maryland. The two
story, side hall/double-pile frame house faces west with the hip roof 
oriented on an east/west axis. 

Built around 1860, the two-story, three-bay frame dwelling is 
supported on a low brick foundation, and the building is largely sheathed 
with plain weather boards. The medium pitched hip roof is covered with 
asphalt shingles. Trimming the corners of the main block are paneled 
pilasters, and brackets embellish the eave. Rising through the center of 
the house is a large corbelled cap brick chimney. A story-and-a-half 
frame kitchen wing extends to the rear. 

The west (main) elevation is an asymmetrical facade with a side 
entrance and flanking six-over-six sash windows. The double-leaf paneled 
front doors are framed by three light sidelights. To the left of the 
entrance are large-size six-over-six sash windows. stretching across the 
first floor and extending around to the south side is a tapered post hip 
roof porch supported on brick plinths. In contrast to the rest of the 
house, the exterior wan under the front porch is sheathed with flush 
weatherboards. The second floor is marked by three unevenly spaced six
over-six sash windows that are highlighted with bracketed hoods and 
louvered sh utters. 

The south side is a four-bay elevation with a combination of six
over-six sash windows and a partially glazed side door. The end bay of 
the porch is enclosed. Lighting the second floor are four six-over-six sash 
windows that have bracketed lintels and shutters as well. 

The north side of the main block is treated similarly without the 
porch. However, in contrast to the other two sides the first floor 
openings--three six-over-six sash windows and a side door--are topped by 
bracketed lintels also. The second floor is treated the same way as the 
south side with four shuttered six-over-six sash windows. 

The story-and-a-half frame kitchen appears contemporary with the 
main house. A cross gable marks the south roof, and a bracketed eave 
extends around the perimeter of the gable roof. A enclosed shed room 
extends off the east end. 

The interior was not seen. 

-·· 



8. Significance Survey No. W0-33 

Period Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
_ prehistoric 
_ 1400-1499 
/-.,_· . 1500-1599 

_ archeology-prehistoric _ community planning _ landscape architecture_ religion 
_archeology-historic _conservation _ law _ science 
_agriculture _economics _ literature _sculpture 

_1600-1699 
_1700-1799 
_x_ 1800-1899 
_1900-

~architecture _education _ military _social/ 
_ art _ engineering _ music humanitarian 
_ commerce _exploration/settlement _ philosophy _theater 
_ communications _ industry _ politics/government _ transpor:tation 

_ invention _ other (specify) 

Specific dates Builder/ Architect 

check: Applicable Criteria: 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: 

Level of Significance: 

A B x C D 

A B C D E F G 

national state x local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a gen.era! statement of history and 
support. 

The Peter Whaley, Jr. house is a prominent Civil War era frame dwe11ing 
that distinguishes the center of the small rural village of Wha1eyvi11e. 
Distinctive for its hip roof, bracketed eave, and bracketed window and 
door lintels, the house stands out in the village as one of the best 
preserved structures. Notable as well is the use of flush weather boards 
under the front porch. The current tapered post porch was added during 
the early twentieth century to replace the previous porch. Another 
dwelling in Whaleyville built in a simil.ar manner \Without the decorative 
detail is the Z adok G. W. Purnell. house, located in the northeast corner of 
the village. (See .W0-39) The yard to the Whaley house adds to the period 
characater of the property with its rail fence and matfure plantings. 

HISTORY AND SUPPORT 

Peter WhaJey, Jr. {1830-1909) and Ann Catherine Timmons Whaley 
( 1839-1907) occupied this well-detailed two-story house during the second 
half of the nineteenth century. Peter WhaJ ey, designated at this location 
on the 1877 Worcester County atlas, is listed in the business directory as 
a merchant and railroad agent. Peter, aged 39, and Annie C., 30, are 
listed in the 1870 United States Census for Worcester County with their 
family of four children; Thomas, 8; Elizabeth, 6; Maud, 5; and Buelah, 2. 
Peter is identified as the railroad clerk with a personal estate vaJ ued at 
$24000. The Whaleys retained ownership of the house until September of 
1903 when it was sold to Dr. Ira C. Tyndall. {FHP 19/302) 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. W 0 - 3 3 

--.. --------------------------------------------------------------------------------1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property _________ _ 

Quadrangle name Quadrangle scale ______ _ 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM ref er enc es 

AWll1I 
Zone Easting 

u I 1I1 I ew I I I 
Zone Easting ~---....... --' I I I I Northing Northing 

c W l....___.l~ .......... -1 ..__I "'---'--..__..______, ow I I ._____._ ........... ~I l..._._ __ ""'--41_._ ...... 

eWll ll~..&.......1-.......... ....... FW I I .__._ __ ........ ___ , , ___ ..__. ____ ..._. 

GW I I I __ I ~.......__.. ....... .... HW I I I 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title P a u l B • T o u a r t , Ar ch i t e c t u r a 1 H i s t o r i a n 

organization Worcester County date 3 I I 5 I 9 o 

street & number Worcester County Courthouse telephone 3 0 I - 6 3 2 - I I 9 4 

city or town Snow Hill state MD 21863 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

.-. .. 
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W0-33 
PETER WHALEY, JR. HOUSE 
Whaleyville, Maryland 
Chain of title 

430/321 

3/12/1974 

BB 37/92 

8/31/1938 

BB 37/90 

8/31/1938 

SMC 55/135 

5/15/1926 

ODC 42/377 

3/23/1922 

John H. Lewis, partner of Jennie Baker Lewis 

to 

Warren A. Williams, Lana Rae, his wife 

$20,000 Homeplace of Jennie C. Lewis 
I.3. acres 

John L. Sanford, Jr. and Elizabeth D. 

to 

John H. Lewis, and Jennie C. his wife 

Item 1. house and lot in Whaleyville 
formerly occupied by Dr. Ira C. Tyndall 
now homeplace of JOhn H. Lewis 

John H. Lewis, Jennie C. his wife 

to 

John L. Sanford, Jr. 

Franklin Upshur, assignee of Job Truitt 
and Sallie Martha Truitt 

to 

John L. Sanford, Jr. 

(i?of 

Franklin Upshur, assignee 

to 

Job Truitt, Snd Sallie Martha Truitt 

I z.i do 
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W0-33 Page 2 
PETER WHALEY, JR. HOUSE 
Whaleyville, Maryland 
Chain of title 

ODC 28/487 

I 2 I I I I 9 l 7 

FHP 27/587 

6/3/1907 

FHP 27/586 

6/3/1907 

FHP 19/309 

9/2l/1903 

FHP 19/302 

9/11/1903 

Charles A. Holland and wife Abbie White 
Holland 

to 

Job Truitt and Martha Truitt 

Mattie C. Taylor and Calvin B. Taylor 

to 

Charles A. Holland and Abbie White Holland 

$2000 

Calvin B. Taylor 

to 

Mattie C. Taylor 

lft 'i. v (} 

Ira C. Tyndall 

to 

Calvin B. Taylor 

Ann C. Whaley, Peter Whaley, husband 

to 

Ira C. Tyndall 

on east side of public road leading through 
Whaleyville to the 
railroad depot property where Peter Whaley 
family resides ... 
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W0-33 Page 3 
PETER WHALEY, JR. HOUSE 
Whaleyville, Maryland 
Chain of title 

GHR 3/587 

2/15/1869 

GHR 3/19 

6/13/1867 

T.T. 8/304 

Written 
3/7/ 1857 

Proved 
8/1/1860 

Seth M. Whaley and Isabell Whaley 

to 

Ann C. Whaley 

all that house and lot 

$1200.00 

John.S. Timmons, Mary E. Timmons and 
Zadok G. W. Purnell, Maria C. his wife 

to 

Seth M. Whaley 

House and lot $1000 

Last will and testament of 
Peter Whaley, Sr. ( 1779-1860) 

First item: to wife Elizabeth the following 
negroes, to wit .... all my household and 
kitchen furniture ... and the sum of $4000 
also the farm which I purchased of Elam Evans 
and the house an lot on which I now reside, 
to her heirs and assigns foreever ... 

Second: to son Edward Thomas Whaley the 
fol lowing negroe s .... a 11 the lands which 
I purchased of Dr. P. R. Gilliss and John 
Hamblin, executors of James Hull, deceased, 
... the house and lot in Whaleyville adjoining 
that at present occupied by John S. Timmons ... 
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OCEAN CITY B'C'SimlSS 11.EFD.ENOES. 
J TRACY, Propnetor o( Atlanbc Hotel, Ocean Clly, 

also, o( Pe!llllSula House, Sahsbary 
SAM'L J MASSEY, Propnctor o( Seaside Hot11e, 

Ocean City, Md Terms, two dollais per day, ten 
dollars per week, meals lifty cents each Liberal 
arrangements made with Ca.mt hes First-class Bar, 
Bowhng Alley and L1v"'I_§i:,.hle-"11ached. 

COl'PIN & °LYNCH; FlOpncton of the Oc:ea11. 
House, Ocean City 

WRALEYVILLE BUSINESS 11.EFU
ENCES. 

JOHN P R GILLISS, Phys101an and Surgeon. 
P W DALE & BRO~ Dealers m Dry Goods, No

tions, Boots Shoes, &c , &c 
P WHALEY, Merchant aAd R R Agent. 
E T WHALEY, & CO, D~en m Dry Goods, 

Grocenco, Hats, Caps, Boots, Shoes.! and Nobons 
JAMES WHALEY, Ju~e of the Urphan.' Court. 
LEANDER CLIFTON, BUclwnith. All work ID 

his line done to order 
J :El WHIT AXER, Propnc!or of Whalcyville Steam 

Saw Milt. Gnnd1ng, SaWlllg and Cardi"& All 
work done 10 good order 
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