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Samuel Ludlum House 
Ocean City 
Private 

The Samuel Ludlum house, reported to have been erected in 1904, is a 

two-story ell-shaped frame dwelling that marks the southwest corner of 

South First street and Baltimore Avenue. Although the frame cottage has 

been altered with the construction of various additions, the original ell-

shaped house is still discernable. A combination of weatherboard siding 

and fish-scale shingles originally covered the exterior. This house stands 

in the south end of the oldest sect ion of Ocean City where fish camps 

were prevelent. Samuel's father, Christopher Ludlum, was an early 

promotor of commercial fishing in Ocean City. The family operated 

Ludlum Fishing Company. More recently the property has been held by 

the Esposito family. 



Survey No. 
W0-330 

Maryland Historical Trust 
State Historic Sites Inventory Form 

Magi No. 

DOE yes no 

1. Name {indicate pref erred name) 

historic SAMUEL LUDLAi~ HOUSE 

and/or common ESPOSITO COTTAGE 

2. Location 
street & number 8 0 6 South Ba 1 t i more Avenue _ not for publication 

city, town Ocean City __ vicinity of congressional district First 

state Maryland county Worcester 

3. Classification 
Category Ownership Status Present Use 

district- public x occupied agriculture museum 
x building(s) x private unoccupied commercial park 

x 
structure both work in progress educational private residence 
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious 
object • x yes: restricted government scientific 1n process 

being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation 
x not applicable no military other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners) 

name Mr s . I d a E s po s i t o 

street & number 8 0 6 S o u t h B a 1 t i mo r e Ave nu e telephone no. : 2 8 9 - 7 9 2 8 

city, town Ocean City state and zip code MD 2 184 2 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Worcester County Clerk of Court liber 

street & number Worcester County Courthouse folio 

city, town Snow Hill state MD 21863 

&. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title 

date __ federal __ state county __ local 

pository for survey records 

city, tov1n state 

---- . -·-·--~· ------···- • . . -



7. Description 

Condition 
_excellent 
_good 

x fair 

Check one 
_deteriorated unaltered 
_ ruins x altered 
_unexposed 

Check one 
x 

_ original site 
_moved date of move 

Survey No. W0-330 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

The Samuel Ludlum house, known currently as the Eposito Cott.age, .is a 
two-story, ell.-shaped frame dwelling that stands on the southwest corner 
of the intersection of South First street and Bal+; more Avenue in the 
south end of Ocean City, Worcester County, Maryland. 

Reported to have been erected in 1904, the two-story gable front 
frame dwelling .is supported by a 1.ow masonry foundation, and the bt1ilding 
.is covered by a medium pitched asphalt shingle roof. The exterior walls 
are sheathed with a combination of plain weather boards and f.ish-scaJ.e 
shingles. Later additions and infill structures have been added north, 
south, and west side of the early twentieth century struct11re. 

The east (main) elevation .is a two-story gable front facade with a 
side entrance and a flanking pict11re window. Sheltering the first and 
second floors .is a shed roofed, square post porch. Access to the second 
floor .is gained by a side entrance. A single pane sash window flanks the 
second floor door. Piercing the upper gable end are paired single pane 
sash windows that retnin louvered shutters. The wall s11rface flanking the 
windows is covered with fishscal.e shingles. The eaves are slightly 
extended. 

The south side of the ell-shaped house was formerly dominated by 
the projecting leg of the dwelling, however infill sections on both sides 
have obscurred the original shape of the structure. In addition a two­
story porch stretches across the entire south side. 

A smaJJ single story addition has been added to the north side. 

The interior was not seen. 



8. Significance Survey No. W0-330 

Period 
__ prehistoric 
__ 1400-1499 

- 1500-1599 
- 1600-1699 

_ 1700-1799 
_1800-1899 
_x_1900-

Areas of Significance Check and justify below 
__ archeology-prehistoric community planning _landscape architecture __ religion 
__ archeology-historic conservation _ law science 

. 

x agriculture economics literature 
__ architecture education military 
__ art engineering music 
__ commerce exploration/settlement __ philosophy 
__ communications industry politics/government 

__ invention 

__ sculpture 
__ social/ 

humanitarian 
__ theater 
__ transportation 
__ other (specify) 

Specific dates Builder/ Architect 

check: Applicable Criteria: A B xC D 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: A B c D E F G 

Level of Significance: national - state x local -
Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

The Samuel Ludlum house, reported to have been erected in 1904, is a 
two-story ell-shaped frame dwelling that marks the southwest corner of 
South First street and Baltimore Avenue. Although the frame cottage has 
been altered with the construct ion of various additions, the original ell­
shaped house is still di scernable. A combination of weatherboard siding 
and fish-scale shingles originally covered the exterior. This house stands 
in the south end of the oldest section of Ocean City where fish camps 
were prevelent. Samuel's father, Christopher Ludlum, was an early 
promotor of commercial fishing in Ocean City. The family operated 
Ludlum Fishing Company. More recently the property has been held by 
the Esposito family • 

• 

. -----·-- ----~-···--·-



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. W0-330 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 

Quadrangle name Quadrangle scale 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

ALi_J I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I ew I I I I I I I I I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

cl I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I oLLJ I I I I I I I I I I I I 
el I I I I I I I I I l I I I I I I I Fl I I I I I I I I I I I I I I 
GI I I I I I I I I I I I 

' 
I I I I I I HLJ.j I I I I I I I I I I I I 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Paul B. Touart Architectural Historian 

organization Worcester County date 3/5/90 

street & number Worcester County Courthouse telephone 3 I 0 - 6 3 2 - I I 9 4 

city or town Snow Hill state MD 21863 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for infor111ation and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 
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I I I 
I I I 
I I I 
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HISTORIC CONTEXT INFOPJl.iATION 

Resource Naine: 

MHT Inventory !~umber: 

1".:...!::..P,YLJ-.ND CO!·:??--EHENSIVE HISTORIC PRESERVJ..TION PLAN Dr.Th: 

1) Historic Period Theme(s): 

Ir~(. ( r-t t :(! c .,,...,,,..__ /Cf 

2) Geoaraohic Orientation: 
J • 

£/Yf ~,.; f'; n- /?.-e 
3) Chronological/Developmental Period(s): 

IN I? V<- s (l'C r ..+t.. u ~ /'$ /(7,/'I 2> (/ /l-t I /V A-/'-' c. e 
.; ) 

t f}(tl-- ( 7 =s v 
- Resource Type(s): 

• 

• 

·--------·-. 
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