WO-378 c. 1868
William H. Sturgis House

Stockton

Private

The William H. Sturgis house has been more commonly known by older
residents of Stockton as the Leona Collins house since Collins family

ownership of this village property stretched from 1890 to the mid 1960s.
Identified as one of the oldest remaining dwellings, the two-story frame
house dates to the late 1860s. Built initially as a two-story, three-bay
side hall/parlor house, the dwelling was enlarged with a two-story, two-bay
wing that followed the same roofline as the original house. The uneven
south elevation and the distinct shift in the ridge line point to this shift

in building periods.

William H. Sturgis, listed as a shoemaker in the 1870 U. S. Census
for Worcester County, purchased this village lot in January 1868 from
George Bishop. The $100 consideration for the property would suggest the
lot was not improved substantially. Five years later William H. and Jenet
sturgis sold, "...the House and Lot now occupied by us in the town of
Stockton" to Kendal Hudson for $800. The significant price difference
indicates the extant house was erected during the Sturgis's ownership.
Kendal Hudson is designated at this location on the 1877 Lake, Griffing,
and Stevenson atlas. In September 1890 James H. Collins purchased the

property from the Hudsons.




EISTORIC CONTEXT INFORMATION

Resource Name: WILLIAM H. STURGIS HOUSE
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MARYLAND COMPREHENSIVE EISTORIC PRESERVATION PLAN DATA:

1) Historic Period Theme(s): ARCHITECTURE

2) Geogravhic Orientation: EASTEZRN SHORE

3) Chronological/Developmental Period(s):

INDUSTRIAL/URBAN DOMIANCE
1870-1930

&) Resource Type(s): Single-family dwelling




Survey No,

WO0-378
. . Magi No.

Maryland Historical Trust

State Historic Sites Inventory Form DOE __yes _ no

1 n Name (indicate preferred name)

historic WILLIAM H. STURGIS HOUSE

and/or common LEONA COLLINS HOUSE

2. Location

street & number North side of Pocomoke-Stockton Road ____ not for publication
city, town Stockton ____ vicinity of congressional district First

state Maryland county Worcester

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status Present Use

—_ district -— public = occupied —___agriculture —_ museum

* _building(s) _*_ private ____ unoccupied ___ commercial ____park

—__ structure _ both ____work in progress ____ educational ___x private residence
____site Public Acquisition Accessible —___ entertainment —religious

____ object ____in process _ % yes: restricted ____government ____scientific
— being considered ____ yes: unrestricted —industrial ___ transportation

_x not applicable . no ___ military —__ other:

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners)

name John B. and Frances Thornton
street & number telephone no.:
city, town Stockton state and zip code  MD 21864

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Worcester County Clerk of Court liber [WH 217
street & number Worcester County Courthouse folio 590

6. Representation in Existing &Historical Surveys

title

date - federal ___state __ county ___ local

o

" pository for survey records

city, town state




1. Description Survey No. W0-378

Condition Check one Check one

— excellent . deteriorated ___ unaltered X ___ original site

_X good —____ruins _x _ altered ____ moved date of move
__ fair —__ unexposed

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its
various elements as it exists today.

The William H. Sturgis house, more commonly known as the ILeona Collins
house, stands on the north side of the Pocomoke-Stockton Road (MD Route
366) in the center of Stockton, Worcester County, Maryland. The two-

story five-bay frame house faces south with the gable roof oriented on an
east/west axis.

Built around 1868, the five-bay dwelling was initially erected as a
two-story, three-bay side hall/parlor house that was enlarged shortly
afterwards with a two-story, two-bay addition to the east. The uneven
nature of the roofline, and the asymmetrical fenestration point to this
shift in building periods. A service wing extends to the back.

The south (main) elevation is an uneven five-bay facade with a
central entrance and flanking six-over-six sash windows. The heavily
molded four-panel door with its upper panels now glazed along with
adjacent six-over-six sash windows are sheltered by a shed roofed
chamfered post porch. The second floor is marked by an uneven series of
six-over-six sash windows. Finishing the base of the roof is a boxed
cornice fitted with bed and crown moldings.

The west gable end is a plain asbestos shingled wall with a small
vent to the left of the interior end brick chimney stack. The chimney is
finished with a corbelled cap, and the gable end is trimmed with a molded
bargeboard. The east gable end follows along similar finishes.

The interior was not seen.



8. Significance Survey No. WO0-378

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
prehistoric ____ archeology-prehistoric ___ community planning ____ landscape architecture ____ religion
14001499 ____ archeology-historic _____conservation ___law . science
- -.1500-1599 ____ agricuiture —__ economics —_literature — sculpture
1600-1699 _ X architecture ____ education ___ military —_ social/
— 1700-1799 ____art ____ engineering —  Mmusic humanitarian
_ X 1800-1899 ___ commerce —__exploration/settlement ___ philosophy — theater
— 1900~ —____ communications —_industry . politics/government __ transportation
—_ invention _other (specity)
Specific dates Builder/Architect
check: Applicable Criteria: _ A B XC D
and/or
Applicable Exceptiont: = A B ~C D E _F _ G
Level of Significance: national state X local

—— s s

e

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and

support.

The William H. Sturgis house has been more commonly known as the Leona
Collins house since Collins family ownership of this village property
stretched from 1890 to the mid 1960s. Identified by Stockton residents as
one of the oldest remaining dwellings, the two-story frame house dates to
the late 1860s. Built initially as a two-story, three-bay side hall/parlor
house, the dwelling was enlarged with a two-story, two-bay wing that
followed the same roofline as the original house. The uneven south
elevation and the distinct shift in the ridge line point to this shift in
building periods.

William H. Sturgis, listed as a shoemaker in the 1870 U. S. Census
for Worcester County, purchased this village 1lot in January 1868 from
George Bishop.(GHR 3/40) The $100 consideration for the property would
suggest the lot was not improved substantially. Five years later William
H. and Jenet Sturgis sold, "...the House and Lot now occupied by us in the
town of Stockton" to Kendal Hudson for $800. (ITM 3/3) The significant
price difference indicates the extant house was erected during the
Sturgis's ownership. Kendal Hudson is designated at this location on the
1877 Lake, Griffing, and Stevenson atlas. In September 1890 James H.
Collins purchased the property from the Hudsons.(FHP 1/60)



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. W0-378

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name Quadrangle scale

UTM References (o NOT complete UTM references

g SIS T O I T g T I T I P A

Zone Easting Northing Zone  Easting Northing
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Verbal boundary description and justification

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared B

name/titie Paul B. Touart, Architectural Historian

organization Private consultant/Worcester Co. date 10/30/89

street & number P. 0. Box 5 telephone 301-651-1094
city or town Westover state MD 21871

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement.

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of

individual property rights.

return to: Maryland Historical Trust
Shaw House
21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401

(301) 269-2438
PS-2746
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3/4/1967

FWH 187/558

6/3/1965

FWH 187/553

5/12/1965

FHP 1/60

9/27/1890

STURGIS HOUSE
Stockton, Maryland
Chain of title

John H. Rantz
Ethel Lee Rantz, et al.

to

John B. Thornton
Frances L. Thornton

formerly known as the Miss Leona
Collins home

Upshur H. Lang
to

John 4. Rantz
Ethel Lee Rantz, et al.

Leona M. Collins and Eleanor N. Fuller
and Clinton H. Fuller, Jr. and John F.
Nelson, 3rd, and Evelyn P. Nelson and
William C. Nelson and Ruth M. Nelson

to

Upshur Lang

Being all and the same property...which
property at the death, on or about the year
1907, of the said James H. Collins 1ntestate,
passed to Leah E. Collins, widow of James H.
Collins, Laura E. Collins, Leona M. Collins,
and Bettie C. Nelson

Kendal Hudson
Harriet Hudson

to

James H. Collins

S400 "...the House and Lot now occupied by



WO-378

Page 2

WILLIAM H. STURGIS HOUSE

Stockton, Maryland
Chain of title

ITM 3/3

7/5/1873

GHR 3/40

1/ 14/1868

us, 1n the town of Stockton, being the
lot formerly owned by William H. Sturgis...

William H. Sturgis
Jenet Sturgils

to

Kendall Hudson

$800 the House and Lot now occupied by
us 1n the town of Stockton

|
2% acres

George Bishop
to

William H. Sturgis

S100 and also the enclosure around the
lot or parcel of land herein after described

] acre ...parcel of land near the village
of Sandy Hill...
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COULBOURN DISTRICT BUSINESS
REFERENCES.

BHNJAMIN CURMBAN, Justice of the Peace In
and for Sixth Election Mstrict, Worcester County,
Persons having business in my line will do well to
give me a call, DBusiness prompily attended w;
Also, Curmean & Co., Dealers and Manufacturers of
all kinds of lumber, Orders solicited and prom
filled. Yard and mill in Sixth Election District,
P, . address, Snow Hill,

URIAH F, BHOCKLBY & CO., Dealers in and
Manufacturers of all kinds of lumber, Lumber on
hand and for sale at all times. Orders solicited and

romptly filled, P. O. address, Snow Hill, Md.

WILLIAM 8HOCKLEBY, Surveyor, Contractor,
and Builder. Persons having surveying or con.
tracting will do well to give me a call, P, O, ad.
dress, Snow Hill, Md.

POTER SYDNHY SHOCKLEHY, Carpenter,
Contractor, and Builder, All ns having any.
thiug to do in my line will find me ready to engage,
P. O, address, Snow Hill, Md,

L. C. MILLS & S8ON, Manufacturers and Dealers
{n all kinds of lumber. L., C. Mills, Dealer in
Goods, Groceries, Hats, Caps, Boots, Shoes, and
kinds of merchandise usually kept in & country
store, P, O. Snow Hill, Md, |

PURNELL J. MoLAIN, Contractor, Carpenter
and Builder. Al work entrusted to my care, will
receive prompt attention. P. O. Snow Hill, Md,

JOHN W. STURGIS Manufacturer and Dealer
in all kinds of lumber. Orders sulicited and
K{gmpﬂ, filled. P. O, Salisbury, Wicomico Couaty,

'ROBIORT F. GODFREY, Manufactarer and Dealer

in all kinds of Lumber, Orders solicited .and
promptly filled. P. O. address, Snow Hill, Md,
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STOCETON BUSINESS REFERENCES.

MABON & HOUBTON, Dealers in Dry Goods,
Groceries, Liquors, Paints, Oils, Hardware, Tin.
ware, Notions, Boots, Shoes, Hats, Caps, Clothing,
Woodenware, Rope, &c,

B. TAYLOR & S8ON, Dealers in Dry Goods, No-
tions, Boots, Shoes, Groceries, and General Mer-
chandise.

JOHN TAYLOR, Undertaker, Carpenter, Con-
tractor, and Builder., All kinds of Undertaking
done with neatness, AHN persons having buildin
or contracts to let will do well to give me a call.
Contracts solicited,

JOHN H. BURBAGH, Proprictor of * Stockton
Hotel.,” Good livery stable attached, Board by
day, meal, or week, Passengers carried from Stock-
ton to Hornlown, or conveyed to any part of the
county;

GIDHON PRICH & BON, Oyster Planters and
Shippers. Opysters shipped in barrel and shell, All
orillers promptly filled, Shipping-house at George’s
Island Landing. ¢ Orders solicited by the trade,”
P. O. Stockton,

MILBS TULL, Planter, Dealer, and Shipper of all
kinds of Salt Oysters at** Parker’s Bay,'” Md. P, O.
Stockton,

G. W. BROWN, Planter, Dealer, and Shipper of all
kinds of Salt Oysters, at ** Parker’s Bay.” Orders
sulicited and promptly filled. P. O. Stockton, Md.

GIHORGEH J. JOHNSON, Plaater, Dealer, and
Ship,ser of all kinds of Salt Oysters, at Parker's
Bay," Orders solicited and prompyly flled. P.O.
Stockion,

P. B WHARTON & BON, General Merchants,

J. T. PARKHR, M. D., lhysician and Surgean
All culls promptly attended to, Office and residence
Stockton,
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WILLIAM H. STURGIS HOUSE

SFockton, Worcester County, Maryland
Girdletree, MD- DEL. Quadrangle




