
W0-379 
Wesley United Methodist Church 
SLockton 
Public Worship 

c. 1860, 1914 

The Wesley United Methodist church is a prominent Gothic Revival frame 

structure that stands on the north side of the Poex>moke 

west of the crossroads. B11ilt in 1914, the large Gothic Revival front 

sect ion was an addition to a older nineteenth cent11ry b11ilding evidently 

erecled. around 1860. The older structure, now housing a church hall and 

Sunday school rooms, was obscur~d when the present sanctuary was 

erected. 

The first church for the SLockton area Methodists evidently stood 

west of this site and was abandoned when the congregation decided to 

reb11ild at this location. The deed for this property was executed between 

James H. and Lo11isa Colljns and the Trustees of the M. E. Church of 

Sandy Hill. Serving on the board in 1870 were John Taylor, William C. 

Pr1Ji:t:t, Levin Mariner, James H. Collins, and Barnabas Taylor. 
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HISTORIC CONTEXT IKFOPY..ATION 

-"' -

Resource Name: WESLEY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

MHT Inventory !~umber: W0-379 

MARYLAND COY...PPEHENSIVE HISTORIC PRESERVATION PLAN DATA: 

1) Historic Period Theme(s): 

2) Geoaraohic Orientation: -' ~ 

ARCHITECTURE 
RELIGION 

EASTERN SHORE 

3) Chronological/Developmental Period(s): 

4) Resource Type(s): 
• 

INDUSTRIAL/URBAN DOMINANCE 
1870-1930 

Church 

, 

• 



Survey No. 
W0-379 

Maryland Historical Trust 
State Historic Sites Inventory Form 

Magi No. 

DOE yes no 

1. Name (indicate pref erred name) 

his~ric WESLEY METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

and/or common WE SL E Y UN I TED ME TH 0 D I S T CHURCH 

2. Location 

street & number North side of MD 366 __ not for publication 

city, town Stockton __ vicinity of congressional district First 

state 11a ryl and county \~orcester 

3. Classification 
Category Ownership Status Present Use 

district public x occupied agriculture museum 
x building(s) x private unoccupied commercial park 

structure both work in progress educational private residence 
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment x religious 
object in process 

x yes: restricted government scientific 
- -

being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation 
x not applicable no military other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of a11 owners) 

name Trustees of Wesley United Methodist Church 
• 

street & number c/o Reverend J. A. Hurley telephone no.: 

city, town Stockton state and zip code MD 21864 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Worcester County Clerk of Court liber ITM I 

street & number Worcester County Courthouse folio 79 

city, town Snow Hill state MD 21863 

&. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title 

date federal __ state county __ local 

-
'pository for survey records 

city, town state 



7. Description 

Condition 
_excellent 

x good 
_fair 

Check one 
_ deteriorated unaltered 
_ ruins x altered 
_unexposed 

Check one 
_x original site 
_moved date of move 

Survey No. W0-379 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

The Wesley United Methodist Church stands on the north side of the 
Pocomoke-Stockton Road (MD 366) in the small town of stockton, 
Worcester County, Maryland. The single-story Gothic Revival frame 
church faces south with the principal gable roof oriented on an east/west 

• axis. 

The main Gothic Revival church, dated by a cornerstone to 1914, is 
an addition to an older nineteenth century church apparently b11ilt around 
1860. The 1914 b11ilding is supported on a low masonry foundation, and it 
is sheathed with a uniform l.ayer of vinyl siding. The steeply pitched roof 
is covered with asphalt shingles. Attached to the back of the 1914 
b11ilding is a large single-st-...ory gable front structure supported on a low 
brick foundation, and it is sheathed with asbestos shingles. The medium 
pitched roof is covered with asphalt shingles. When the 1914 addition was 
erected it was b11ilt against the gable front elevation of the original 
church as well as the entrance and bell tower. 

The south (main) elevation of the 1914 b11ilding is dominated by a 
large cross gable pierced by a tripartite Gothic arched window. To each 
side are smaller pointed arch colored glass windows. The eaves to the 
roof are extended and the soffits are sloped. 

The west gable end is marked by a pair of colored glass lancet 
windows and a round colored glass window is located in the upper gable. 
The east gable end of the main church is defined by colored glass windows 
as well. 

To the rear, the old church extends and is now used as Sunday 
school rooms and a social hall. Large sized twelve over-twelve sash 
windows pierce each side, and a shed roofed apse extends from the north 
gable end. Each side of the apse is pierced by a four-over-four sash 
window, and a narrow single-flue brick stack rises against the east side. 

The interior was not seen. 



8. Significance Survey No. W0-379 

Period Areas of Significance Check and justify below 
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture x religion 
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law • science 

- -1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture 
1600-1699 x architecture education military soc la I/ 
1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian 

x 1800-1899 commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater 
x 1900- communications industry politics/government transportation 

invention other (specify) 

Specific dates I 9 14 Builder/ Architect 

check: Applicable Criteria: A B ,, c 
L> D 

and/or 
Applicable Exception: zA B c D E F G 

Level of Significance: national state x local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 

support. The Wesley United Methodist church is a prominent Gothic Revival frame 
structure that stands on the north side of the Pocomoke stockton Road 
west of the crossroads. B11il:t in 1914, the large Gothic Revival front 
section was an addition to a older nineteenth cent11ry building evidently 
erected around 1860. The older structure, now housing a church halJ and 
Sunday school rooms, was obscurred when the present sanctuary was 
erected. 

The first church for the stockton area Methodists evidently stood 
west of this site and was abandoned when the congregation decided to 
reb11ild at this location. The deed for this property was executed between 
James H. and Lo11isa Collins and the Trustees of the M. E. Church of 
Sandy Hill. Serving on the board in 1870 were John Taylor, William C. 
Pr11i:tt, Levin Mariner, James H. Collins, and Barnabas Taylor. 

-··· -~-< .. ~-·---



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. W 0 - 3 7 9 

1 o. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 

Quadrangle name Quadrangle scale 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

A Li._j I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I aw I I I l I I l I I l I l I 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

cl I I I I I I I I I l I I I I I I I oLJJ I I I I I I I I I I I I I 

el I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I F LI._j I I I I I I I I I I I I I 

GI I I I I I I I I I I I ' I I I I I I H LJj I I I I I I I I I I I I I 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties tor properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Paul B. Touart, Architectural Historian 

organization P r iv a t e c o n s u 1 t a n t I vl o r c e s t e r C o u n t y date 11/4/89 

street & number P . O. Box 5 telephone 3 0 I - 6 5 I - I (1 9 4 

city or town 'flestover state Maryland 2 I 8 7 I 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

-
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I I 
I I 
I I 
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PS-2746 
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W0-379 
WESLEY M. E. CHURCH 
Stockton, Maryland 
Chain of title 

I TM I/ 7 9 

2/23/ 1870 

James H. Collins 
Louisa Collins 

to 

Trustees of M. E. Chun:h of Sandy Hill 

John Taylor, William C. Pruitt, Levin 
Mariner, James H. Collins, and Barnabas 
Taylor 

$100 

------------------ --- ----- - - - - -----------
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J)ist. N'!fl 
WORCESTER 00. 

COt1LBOtmN DISTIUCT B'O'SINUB 
BEFEiENCIS. 

BENZ.AMIN CURllB.AN, J""tlce of tho Peaeo la 
and (or Sixth Elcc1iu11 J'M1trict1 Worcester County 
P.erson1 liaving IJuainf!• in my line will <lo well t~ 
give 1ne a call, Uu11ness promplly attended *'>~ 
Allio, (.'.urmean & Co., Dealel'I and Manufacturen of 
all kind11 of lu1nlH:r, OrdeN solicited a11d promptly 
fillet!. Yard anrl n1ill in Sixth Election Diitrict. 
P, (), address, Snow liill. 

URIAH F. SHOCKLEY & CO., Dealen In and 
Mtl11ufacturers of all kintls of lu111lH!r, Lumber on 
hand and for sale al all tin1ea. Orden solicited and 
11ro1np1ly filled. P. (-). nrltlreu, S11ow llill, Md, 

WILLI.AM SHOCKLEY, ~urveyor, Contractor 
and Ut1ildcr. l'e~o11» having 1urveyine or con.~ 
tr.&ctiDtr will do well to give mo a call, P. O. ad· 
drc11, Snuw Ifill Md. 

PETER SYDNEY SHOCKLEY, Carpenter, 
(;o11lraclor • and Builder, All peno11a havio1 any .. 
tl1iug to do in my li11e will find mo ready to en...._ 
)l. (), 11dtlre1'i Snow llill, Md, 

L. C. MILLS A SON, ManuCacturer1 and Doalen 
In all ki11tb of Jumbrr. L. C. Milli, llealer in Dry 
Goods, Groceriet1, lfatll, Caps, Hootv, Shoa, and ab 
kinds of 1nerchandise mually kept in a countlf 
&tore, P, 0. Sn•>w Ifill, Md, 

PUR:NELL 1. lloL.AIN, Contractor, Cupenter 
a11tl lluilder. All wtirk entrwtetl to my ca.re, wilf 
receive pron1pt attention. }'. (), Snc>w llill, Md, 

lOHN W. STURGIS Manufacturer and Dealer 
in all ki11d1 of lumber. Orders aoliciled and 
~omptly filled, P. 0. Salilibury, Wicomico County, 

. d. 
11.0BERT F. GODFREY, Manufacturer and Dealer 

111 all kinds of Lumt>er. ()rden 1olicited and 
promptl7 filled, l'. O. addr ... , Snow Ifill, Md, 

• 

STOC!:TON :BUSINESS BBJ'EBBNCBS. 
11.oLSON & BOUSTOl'f, Dealen in Dry G00t11, 

Groceries, LiquoN, t>aints, ()ils, Hardware, 1'in
ware, Notions, Uoots, Shoes, llat1, Ca.ps, Clothing, 
Woodcnware Rope, &c. 

B. T .AYLOR ac SON, IJealeB in Dry Goods N1>o 
tion11 Uoota, Shoes, Grocerie1, and General' Mer
chandi1e. 

.JOHN TAYLOR, Undertaker, Carpenter, Con
tractor, a11d lluil11er. All ki11dl of Undcrtaki11g 
do11c witt1 ncalnes1. All per1ons havi11g buildings 
or con1r11.c11 lo let will do well to give inc a call. 
Contracts solicited. 

.JOHN H. BURBAGE, 'Proprietor of "Stockton 
llutel.'' Good liver) atal1le atlache1I, Board l>y 
day, meal, or week. Pas»engen carried (rum Stock .. 
1011 to llorntown, or co11veyed to any Ill.rt of tl1e 
COllnly~ 

GIDEON PRICE & SON, Oyster Planters and 
Sbip1~rs. Oystcn 1hi11ped i11 tJarrel and 11hell. All 
Orller. promptly filled. Shipping· house at c;eorge"1 
l1land Landi11g. ••Orders solicited by the trade,'' 
l'. 0. Stockton. 

MILES T~LL, Planter, Dealer, and Shipper o( all 
k111ds of Salt Oysten at'' }larker'1 Day,'' Md. 11

, O. 
Stockton. 

G. W. BROWN, Planter, Dealer, and Sl1ippcr of all 
kinJt of Salt ()y&tcrs, at 11 11arker'• Hay.'' Orders 
solicited a11d pr11mptly lilled. P. (),Stockton, M<I. 

GEORGE J, JOHNSON, Pla11ter, IJcaler, a.11d 
Shipper of all ki11ds uf Salt Oy1>ter•, at 11a1·ker'• 
Day.'' ()rder11olicited a.11,i prom1•lly filled, 11, O. 
Stockton. 

P. E. WHARTON & SON, General Merchants. 
J. T, PA.RICER, M. D., l'hy1>ici11n a11•l Surgeon 

All c•l1' pron1ptly l\Uonded to. Office and residence 
Stockton. 
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W0-379 
WESLEY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
Stockton, 
Girdletree 

19 6 6 

Worcester County, Maryland 
, Maryland Quadrangle 
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